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MANUFACTURED IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


FOREWORD 


We have reached a new land mark on the 
calendar—1g930. This year holds a world full 
of possibilities, but its greatest significance to 
me will be the nineteenth hundredth anniver- 
sary of the advent of The Holy Spirit at the 
Pentecost. We do not claim that the Holy 
Spirit was not in the world before, nor that 
Christ was absent from the earth before the 
first Christmas, but that when the Angels sang 
of Heaven’s good will, the Messiah made His 
advent manifestation; His presence became 
historic as an event with bounds; He had on 
earth a local habitation and a name. So Pente- 
cost marked the manifestation of the Spirit as 
the Executive of the Godhead for our dispen- 
sation, the head of the new order, the represen- 
tative of Jesus Christ, the sole source of power 
to win the world for Him. 

Why should we celebrate that event? 

/Becquse through only Him do we know 
God.““No man can truly say that Jesus is the 
Lord but by the Holy Spirit.” Without his 

if : 
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ministry we miss the Divinity of Jesus and the 
Fatherhood of God as well. 

Because the Church has come to a loss of 
power through the neglect of the Spirit. The 
evil days of church formality and the world- 
ward drift cannot be changed by a meager Gos- 
pel. Our Christocentric emphasis makes a 
beautiful story that lends itself to pulpit ora- 
tory but it needs the motive power of Pente- 
cost. Fine music and eloquent preaching may 
fill the churches with unconverted people, but 
the power to convict of sin, of righteousness 
and of judgment is of the Holy Spirit. Con- 
verting power is not in the proofs of ‘Theism 
nor even in the life of Christ. It takes a whole 
‘Trinity to save a soul. “Through Him we all 
have our access by one Spirit unto the Father.” 

Because we are drifting as denominations 
_ into mere ethical cults. We have little “saving 
power” in our church services, our preaching, 
our Prayer Meetings, our Sunday Schools, or 
our Leagues. The cold solitude of the Unita- 
rian God never could save sinners or sanctify 
believers or build a Christian Church out of 
heathen and wayward sinners. It creates no 
zeal for such work; it has nothing out of which 
to create zeal. The neglect of the Spirit loses 
the Trinity. Why throw away the key to Chris- 
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tianity, when we need it now to unlock the 
sources of power? 

Because this is the providential opportunity 
of the Church of Christ. If we could get a 
hundred thousand ministers to study anew the 
revelations of the Spirit from the days when 
He brooded over the face of the waters as the 
Agent in creation till the day when John the 
Baptist closed the Old Testament period by 
pointing to Jesus of Nazareth and saying: “I 
indeed baptize you with water, but He shall 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with 
Fire;” if we could see the whole Church con- 
centrating its attention on the promise of the 
Father, the command of Jesus to his Disciples 

—‘‘Wait for the enduement of Pentecost’”— 
and then to the study of the phenomena visible 
and audible at that Pentecost, and finally to 
trace that stream of blessing as it flows through 
the Christian Centuries, they would learn: _ 

1. That the mere Pie! cultsare not models — 
for us; that the Pentecostal Church is our type 
and maybe we could turn back to the real | 
source of power and find life. 

2. That we could stop the drift in public © 
morals, save our Sabbath, our home life, pro- | 
hibition, patriotism and civilization to the © 
moral standards of the Twentieth Century. 
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3. That it would take a church that loses 
membership, drops its World Service, lets its 
young people drift into worldliness and sin, 
closes its Sunday night services because of 
empty pews, sells out its downtown property 
and moves for easier conditions, and backslides 
from all the aggressive leadership of Wesley, 
of Asbury and of Simpson, and would make 
that same church spiritual and mighty through 
God in pulling down the strongholds of Satan 
and building instead the Kingdom of Christ 
on earth. If you want to know what my great- 
est hope is for Prohibition and for the other 
reforms for which I labor and pray, and for 
the turning of the Church from its weakness 
and defeatism to its real spiritual power for 
the conquest of the world, it is the seeking for 
ourselves and for our Church the secret that 
made our fathers the evangelists of the world 
yand gave to early Methodism its swing of con- 
_ quest—namely, the pentecostal equipment to 
_ save lost souls, 

4. Weare standing as a Church and as a na- 
tion on the threshold of the nineteen hundredth 
anniversary of the Pentecost. (This date marked 
the advent for special purposes of the Holy 
Spirit to take the place of Christ as the Execu- 
tive of the Godhead, and to furnish the motive 


FOREWORD ix 


power for Christian conquest of this world. 
_ The Holy Spirit has been the secret power of 
the Gospel ministry ever since. It has been a 


submerged ministry of late. The world-drift  __ 


and the Church-chill demand the restoration 
~ of His leadership and the rekindling of His 
fire. A whole Church giving itself to study of 
the Word of Promise concerning Him, the his- 
tory of His coming and all the afterglow upon 
the Disciples and evangelists, would turn us 
again to the sole origin of our power. A 
Church-wide, then a nation-wide, and maybe 
a world-embracing revival of pure religion 
would result from such a study and consecra- 
tion. That would make Prohibition successful. 
That would reform public morals. That would 
save the family life of the Republic. That 
would stop the selling out of the last of our 
down town Protestant churches. That would 
check the drop in our benevolent offerings. 
That would fill our pews. That would put the 
whole church on the march for world con- 
quest again. 


CLARENCE TRUE WILSON 
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INTRODUCTION 


Dr. Clarence True Wilson is primarily and 
pre-eminently a crusader. For twenty years 
he has been in the forefront in the strenuous 
fight for temperance and prohibition. He has 
been the very epitome of the ministerial man 
of action. Few voices lifted in behalf of any 
reform have been heard by so many hundreds 
of thousands, and few have so stirred the con- 
science of the hearers. 

It may come with a touch of surprise that 
Dr. Wilson should present such a book as 
“That Flame of Living Fire.” Nevertheless 
on further thought there is a fitness easily per- 
ceived. Few men have the extensive knowledge 
of American Church life such as his extraor- 
dinary experiences have given him. Few know 
better than he that the streams of religious 
power have been like the rivers of California 
in a long drought—sand, pebbles, boulders, 
but very little water. 

The chapters of this book contain the gist of 


certain sermons and addresses delivered in va- 
xi 
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rious places in Oregon and at several Annual 
Conferences. In them he sets forth with clear- 
ness and precision his burning conviction that 
the Church of today sorely needs a new ener- 
gizing of spiritual power; also he clearly and 
forcibly indicates what he conceives to be the 
way for the Church to throw off her lethargic 
weakness and to become a militant Church of 
God, moving like a mighty army in every- 
thing which leads to social, moral and spiritual 
betterment. 

The concluding chapter is a dramatic set- 
ting forth of the life of Bishop Matthew Simp- 
son, one of the most striking, most eloquent and 
most influential clergymen ever produced on 
the American continent. In the author’s view 
Bishop Simpson was one who solemnly en- 
joyed the guidance, the steady fellowship and 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. This unique 
enpowerment caused him to walk amongst his 
fellows as a very prince of men, and gave him 
a ready entrance into the souls of his auditors. 

This concluding chapter is the clearest pos- 
sible picture as to what may readily happen in 
a human life, when the heart is wholly devoted 
to God, and when the brain, splendidly trained 
for its task, reacts triumphantly to the stimuli 
of the Holy Spirit. Few of us will care to chal- 
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lenge Dr. Wilson’s conclusion that the ex- 
_ traordinary effectiveness of Bishop Simpson’s 
career is due in a remarkable degree to the di- 
rect presence of the Holy Spirit in his life. 

“That Flame of Living Fire” is well-timed. 
The opening months of 1930 reveal deep heart- 
searching amongst thousands of ministers and 
tens of thousands of laymen. There is a general 
recognition of the fact that spiritual harvests 
are desperately poor and, confessedly, in many 
places, no harvest at all. And this in spite of the 
fact that the Church never had so large a force 
of fully-equipped ministers and highly trained 
assistants. We have been passing through a 
period when literary culture and intelléctual 
polish have been lifted up on high. Neverthe- 
“less it has been woefully sterile. Stagnant pools 
on every side and but little living water. It is 
our privilege to remind each other again of a 
grave fact which has been hammered out on 
the anvil of experience as well as written in the 
Word of God, that education, and civilization, 
lacking dynamic, spirit-inspired religion, 
never lead to redemption. Life lacking vibrant 
redemption is flat and stale, whether in the 
Church or the individual. 

The commemoration of the nineteen hun- 
dredth anniversary of the coming of the Holy 
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Spirit finds the Protestant Churches of Amer- 
ica in a state of hopeful eagerness. Increasingly 
ministers of large capacity and laymen of 
forceful character are soundly convinced that 
a new day of spiritual power and triumph is at 
hand. They are throwing aside the swaddling 
clothes of pale conventionality and are donning 
the garments of spiritual frontiersmen. Pi- 
oneers of the Spirit are finding voice in 
crowded cities, in secluded mountain hamlets 
and at the crossroads, Preachers of prophetic 
passion are giving themselves to the promulga- 
tion of dynamic truth, flaming, creative and 
curative. It is a day of hope. Under the galva- 
nizing touch of the Holy Spirit, ordinary men 
will develop extraordinary powers in ability 
to stir deeply the conscience and to bring the 
convicted one to life-changing redemption. 

Millions of devout Christians are giving 
themselves daily to praying the fervent effec- 
tual prayer which availeth much. It is the deep 
hope of the writer that 1930 may mark the be- 
ginning of a new period of spiritual power, so 
deep, so high and so far-reaching that later 
writers may come to refer to it as the Renais- 
sance of the Spirit—May it be so. 


Titus LOWE 


CREDO 
“We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 


maker of heaven and earth, an everlasting personal 
God, the creator and upholder of all things, im- 
manent, transcendent, in all, through.all, God our 
Father, blessed forever. 

“And in Jesus Christ his only-begotien Son. Not 
in a divine exemplar merely. Not in a God-filled 
man merely. Not in a religious genius than whom 
there is none born greater among the sons of men. 
But in the Lord of Glory, God manifest in the 
flesh, co-eternal and one in Godhood with the 
Father, who for the redemption of the race was 
born as to his humanity by the power of the Most 
High of the Virgin Mary, and by his death upon 
the cross, made a full, perfect and sufficient sacri- 
fice for the sins of the whole world. On the third 
day he took his body from the grasp of death. He 
is the effulgence of the Father's glory. He is the 
express image of his Person. He is the only Media- 
tor between God and man. He is the Redeemer of 
the world. He is the Giver of eternal life, the Dis- 
penser of the power and grace of the Holy Spirit. 
He is the Rock and Refuge of his people, the 
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Ruler of the Ages, the final and Almighty Judge 
of the earth, King of kings, Lord of lords, who 
Shall reign forever and ever. | 

“In thus expressing our belief in God the Father 
and in his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, we no less 
worship and adore the Holy Spirit, the Third Per- 
son in the adorable Trinity, who proceedeth from 
the Father and the Son. He is not an impersonal 
influence radiating from the eternal ground of all 
being. He is not a subordinate agency called into 
activity by the creative will of the Omnipotent 
God. He is God. With the Father and the Son, he 
1s, in the depths of the divine nature, the eternal 
ground of all existence. He is the creative spirit 
who broods over the abyss, who originates all life, 
and out of chaos and darkness in the material uni- 
verse brings light and order and beauty. And to 
the sin-clouded souls of men he imparts spiritual 
illumination and power. He is the builder of the 
kingdom of God in men and nations. He is the soul 
of the church, the inspirer of prophets and apos- 
tles through all the ages, the Spirit of Truth who 
convicts the world of sin, of righteousness and of 
judgment to come, and the Comforter and Guide 
of all who accept his gracious leadership.” 

—BisHop JOSEPH F’. BERRY. 
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THE PERSONALITY AND DEITY OF 
THE HOLY SPIRE 


“T believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver 
of life, who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, 
who together with the Father and the Son is wor- 
shipped and glorified, who spake by the prophets.” 
—From the Nicene Creed. 


To DROP any doctrine out of our preaching 
for a generation is to lose it from the faith of 
the Church. We are of opinion that there is 
not the emphasis upon the Holy Spirit and 
upon His work that the New Testament gives 
in its interpretation of Christianity or that 
the preaching of Jesus and His apostles had 
with reference to this subject. 

You have been told that the Greek word 
rendered spirit in the New ‘Testament is 
equivalent to breath, wind; showing that it is 
a picture word, a figure to illustrate the divine 
manifestation, which exercises special influ- 
ence in this world. 

There is an insistence on the part of many 


for the use of personal pronouns in designat- 
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ing the Holy Spirit. But both forms, the per- 
sonal and the impersonal, are used in the New 
Testament. 

The Saviour, in speaking of his successor, 
refers to the manifestation as well as to the 
personality. We may therefore use either 
form of speech with perfect propriety. As 
in the nature of the case we must have a bet- 
ter understanding of the visible effect than 
of the invisible cause it may be more appro- 
priate to refer to the manifestations than to 
the Cause. Any flippancy in the use of Divine 
titles or any claims of familiarity with the 
infinite Person is always to be deplored, both 
as a matter of taste and because Holy and 
Reverend is His name; and “Thou shalt 
not take the name of the Lord, thy God, in 
vain,’ applies to the sanctified as well as to 
the profane. 

1. Among the scriptures which justify the 
speaking of the Spirit as a manifestation are 
the references of John the Baptist to the 
Spirit as an element of cleansing. ‘“‘I indeed 
baptize you with water, but He shall baptize 
you in the Holy Spirit and in fire.” Here the 
Spirit’s cleansing work is classed both with 
water and with fire. 

2. In conversing with Nicodemus upon the 
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nature of the new birth our Lord referred to 
the Spirit thus: “The wind bloweth where it 
will, and thou hearest the voice thereof, but 
knowest not whence it cometh, and whither 
it goeth: so is everyone that is born of the 
spirit.” If the Saviour had wished to convey 
to Nicodemus the idea of personality, he 
would not have selected the figure of the wind, 
for nothing seems more impersonal; but if 
he had wanted to describe a manifestation, 
or to picture an invigorating influence from 
God, then the simile was perfectly adapted to 
the purpose in hand. 

3. That ancient promise of the Father: “T 
will pour out my spirit upon all flesh,” and 
the Saviour’s renewal of it: “Ye shall be bap- 
tized with the Holy Spirit not many days 
hence’’ is not a proper description of a per- 
son; you cannot with propriety speak of pour- 
ing out or of being baptized in a Person. It 
is the gift, the power of the Person thus desig- 
nated. . 

4. When Peter in his remarkable sermon 
attempted to explain the manifestation visible 
and audible at the Pentecost, he referred it 
all to Jesus, who being by the right hand of 
God exalted and having received of the 
Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he 
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hath shed forth this which ye see and hear.” 
A. person comes or is sent; and element may be 
poured out or shed forth. They did not see 
the Holy Spirit, for he is invisible; they did 
not hear his voice for that is not addressed to 
the auricular nerve. The sound from heaven 
and the visible flame were attendant manifes- 
tations of the otherwise undemonstrable pres- 
ence of the Holy Spirit. 

5. “Repent ye therefore and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth for the remission of sins and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” Not 
the personality but the gift of his power is 
here referred to. Though Peter recognized 
the coming of the Spirit as the Holy Ghost 
or Holy Guest to abide in believers’ hearts 
as the promised Person, yet in describing his 
operations upon the recipients he refers im- 
personally to the manifestations as an inspir- 
ing afflatus. 

We recognize then three classes of passages 
concerning the Holy Spirit. 

1. Those which refer to the influence, the 
inspiration, the power of the Spirit and which 
apply personal terms figuratively to the mani- 
festations of His presence. 

2. Those which interpret the promises of 
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the Spirit’s advent, when actually present and 
upon us, as an afflatus from God, and 

3. Those which go back to the real cause 
and which teach the Personality and the 
Deity of the Holy Ghost. 

While therefore fully recognizing the Per- 
son of the Spirit as shown by the full reve- 
lation of His work in the Bible and in Chris- 
tian experience, we may follow the example 
of John the Baptist, of Jesus the Christ, and 
of Peter the Apostle if we simply indicate 
His influence as a manifestation when applied 
to us. Hence as we have more to do with the 
effect than with the personal Cause, I incline 
to the opinion that it may be just as correct 
and ordinarily more reverential to use im- 
personal forms of speech in stating the Spirit’s 
work in relation to ourselves. These methods 
of expression are all used in the New Testa- 
ment. 

Let us not, therefore, quibble about words, 
but rejoice that the Spirit who brooded upon 
the face of the waters in the morning of crea- 
tion is abroad in the world today; that the 
Spirit who inspired the holy prophets is 
present for our inspiration; that the abundant 
manifestation of the Holy Spirit promised 
through the prophet Joel has descended upon 
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the earth, and we may be filled with all the 
fullness of God. 

It was in fulfilment of this prophecy that 
Jesus said, “Wait for the promise of the 
Father, which ye have heard from me,” and 
‘Behold, I send the promise of the Father 
upon you.” “Ye shall be endued with power 
from on high,” “for ye shall be baptized with 
the Holy Spirit not many days hence.” 

No wonder grand old St. Augustine cried 
out, “O God, thou hast made us for thy self, 
and our hearts are restless until they rest in 
thee.” And when the Spirit, the, Paraclete, 
our Comforter, Advocate, Helper becomes 
the Holy Guest abiding in the believer’s heart, 
it is God in you, the hope of glory. 

For unmistakably the Holy Spirit is des- 
ignated a Person divine in nature yet dis- 
tinct from the Father and the Son as a self- 
conscious agency in the Trinity who says I 
and me. 

1. The proofs of His personality are found 
in the use of personal pronouns, I, thou and 
He, by all inspired writers to designate Him. 
Jesus in His farewell discourse gave a full 
and explicit revelation of Him. 


John 14:12 “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that be- 
lieveth in me, the works that I do shall he 
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do also; and greater works than these shall 
shall he do; because I go unto the Father. 


John 14:16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall 


17 


18 
20 


25 
26 


give you another Comforter, that he may be 
with you for ever, even the Spirit of truth: 
whom the world cannot receive; for it be- 
holdeth him not, neither knoweth him: ye 
know him; for he abideth with you, and 
shall be in you. I will not leave you desolate: 
I will come unto you. In that day ye shall 
know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, 
and I in you. These things have I spoken unto 
you, while yet abiding with you. But the 
Comforter, even the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, he shall teach 
you all things, and bring to your remem- 


John 15:26 brance all that I said unto you. But when 


the Comforter is come, whom I ‘shall send 
unto you from the Father, even the Spirit 
of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, 


John 16: 6 he shall bear witness of me: But because I 


7 


II 
13 


have spoken these things unto you, sorrow 
hath filled your heart. Nevertheless I tell 
you the truth: It is expedient for you that I 
go away; for if I go not away, the Com- 
forter will not come unto you; but if I go, I 
will send him unto you. And he, when he is 
come, will convict the world in respect of 
sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 
of sin, because they believe not in me; of 
righteousness, because I go to the Father, 
and ye behold me no more; of judgment, be- 
cause the prince of this world hath been 
judged. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of 


truth, is come, he shall guide you into all 


the truth: for he shall not speak for him- 
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self; but what things soever he shall hear, 
these shall he speak: and he shall declare 
unto you the things that are to come. He 

John 16:14 shall glorify me: for he shall take of mine, 
and shall declare it unto you.” 


There is no trace of poetry in this discourse 
of Jesus. He speaks plainly of another Helper 
who was coming to take His place, to do the 
same work that He had done in teaching and 
guiding. Count the times the masculine per- 
sonal pronoun occurs, “‘he” and “him.” In the 
words “He shall glorify me,” by no just law 
of interpretation can personality be denied 
the first while predicated of the last. 

2. Personal offices are ascribed to Him such 
as speaking, teaching, guiding, searching, 
praying, grieving. It is impossible to prove the 
Father to be a person or the Son to be a per- 
son in any other way than we can prove the 
Holy Spirit to be so; for he to whom all 
personal properties, attributes, adjuncts and 
operations are ascribed, and to whom nothing 
is ascribed but what properly belongs to a 
person, he is a person and so we are taught 
to believe him to be. Thus we know the Father 
to be a person and the Son also, but there is 
no personal relation belonging to the divine 
nature that is not equally ascribed to the Holy 
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Ghost. The Holy Ghost spake Acts 1: 16. 
Jesus told His disciples, “It is not ye that 
speak, but the Holy Spirit,” (Mark 13:11). 
The Paraclete speaks of Himself as having 
authority in the church. The Holy Spirit said, 
“Separate me Barnabus and Saul for the work 
whereunto I have called them.” (Acts 13: 2.) 
So they being sent forth by the Holy Ghost 
went out on their great missionary journey. 
Later on Paul and Silas were forbidden by 
the Holy Ghost to preach the word further 
in Asia. He wanted to send them to Europe. 
The Holy Ghost made Elders in Ephesus, 
bishops to feed the flock of God. (Acts 
20: 28.) Such verbs as these describe His per- 
sonal acts. He teaches, comforts, guides, sanc- 
tifies, glorifies, distributes gifts as He wills, 
makes intercessions, and is grieved. Can any- 
one credit this testimony and conceive other- 
wise than that the Spirit is a wise and Holy 
Persone 

3. He ts the object of Faith, Obedience and 
Worship: being co-ordinated -with undis- 
puted Persons in the “Baptismal formula 
which is the final Revelation of God (Matt. 
28:19), and in the Apostolic Benediction 
(II Cor. 13:14) which is the consequent and 
permanent blessing. 
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4. The necessities of Christian experience 
prove it. “Faith attains its highest vigour, when 
it grasps a personal object and not an abstrac- 
tion, the Blesser and not the blessing. Faith 
culminates in its strength when it addresses 
a personal Father, revealed in a personal in- 
carnate Son and claims the personal Para- 
clete.”’ God in Christ awakens faith in a 
higher degree than any attempted concep- 
tion of an infinite being boundless and vague. 
But by giving the soul a more intelligent and 
conscious hold upon the living and most 
gracious personality of the Holy Spirit, the 
soul gets its first decisive and appropriating 
view of the crucified Lord as the sinner’s 
sacrifice of peace. With such aid to conscious 
faith, mercy and grace flow toward the soul 
in large streams as on Pentecost God de- 
scended into the temple of the apostles’ lives. 

5. He is the subject of benediction. The 
Father and His unmerited grace, the Son and 
His expiatory sacrifice have been much more 
studied in our day than the Holy Spirit, His 
person and work and all that new world 
which He creates in the heart. (Godet.) The 
reason that so little is said of worshipping the 
Holy Ghost in the Bible is that His ministry 
on earth was to glorify Christ and He is the 
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author of the Book that tells the story of 
Christ. This author does not obtrude Him- 
self; He wants us only to come to Christ, to 
serve Christ alone. So when the Spirit comes 
to us in His fullness, we seem to think of Him 
less but to know the exceeding greatness of 
Christ’s power toward us who believe. In the 
person of Jesus truth was outward, visible 
and most beautiful. In the Person of the Spirit 
it is inward, spiritual, all transfiguring. By 
the very necessity of the case the bodily pres- 
sure of Jesus could be but a passing figure; 
but through a gracious mystery he caused him- 
self to be succeeded by an eternal Presence 
even the Executive of the Godhead who 
abideth for ever. 

He is divine and the final and most glorious 
manifestation of God to this world. 

1. He bears divine names and titles: he is 
called God. When Satan filled the heart of 
Ananias to lie to the Holy Ghost and keep 
back part of the price of the land, Peter said 
‘Thou hast lied not unto men but unto God”; 
and Paul calls Him Lord: “Now the Lord 
is that spirit and where the spirit is, there is 
liberty.” “But we all are transformed in the 
same image from glory to glory, even as from 
the Lord the Spirit.” 
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2. Divine works are ascribed to the spirit, 
such as the creation; the inspiration of the 
prophets and apostles; the Virgin birth of 
Jesus, and the resurrection of Our Lord from 
the dead; the Spiritual equipment of the dis- 
ciples and the leadership of the Christian 
Church. 

3. He abides in the believer; and it is the 
prerogative of God alone to dwell in his crea- 
ture. To no other person or creature is this 
right ascribed in the Bible. 

4. A very strong negative proof is that He 
is never named among creatures. When cre- 
ated spirits are enumerated such as angels, 
archangels, thrones, principalities, powers, 
cherubim, seraphim, the climax never ends 
with, ‘‘and the Holy Spirit,” as we would ex- 
pect it to do, if he were both a person and a 
creature. 

5. Divine attributes are ascribed to him: 
omnipresence, being everywhere; omnis- 
cience, knowing everything; omnipotence, all- 
powerful; possessed of wisdom, goodness and 
infallibility. 

6. There is a sin against Him which 1s tr- 
remissible. In Heb. 10: 29 is a description of 
the guilt incurred by an apostate from Christ 
to Judaism. If it is not the irremissible sin 
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it is sin at its climax. The Son of God is 
trampled with ruthless scorn and hatred; His 
precious blood is counted as that of either an 
ordinary man or a guilty criminal. Then the 
description reaches the summit of wicked- 
ness, the sin of all sins, the irremissible sin: 
“and insulted the Spirit of Grace.” 

This was the rejection of the Deity Him- 
self. He is the final and most glorious manifes- 
tation of God that ever has been or ever can 
be given to this world. Hence it is sin at its 
climax or what Mark calls “an eternal sin” 
to reject or to ignore Him. 

Through Him we recover our relation to 
our Triune God. 

In the government of the universe there 
stand at the head three divine personalities, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, each 
having many official titles. The Father, the 
source from whence emanates, or proceeds as 
the creed has it, the other two, as light and heat 
proceed from the sun. All are of the same sub- 
stance (hypostasis Heb. 1:3; 11:1) and of 
the same duration of existence. The Father 
is called the invisible God (Col. 1:15) of 
whom the Son is the “‘express image.” (Char- 
akter, the impression of a seal left on wax.) 
moe Tiep) Teas Colors res 2 Cora nge 


16 THAT FLAME OF LIVING FIRE 


The Anti Nicene Fathers called God the 
Father, the unbegotten God, because his exist- 
ence was underived. See Chapter 127 of Justin 
Martyr’s “Dialogue with Trypho the Jew.” 
But the Son and Spirit being derived from the 
Father, as light and heat are from the sun, are 
of the same substance, power and glory. The 
eternal derivation is the result of eternal en- 
ergy. The sun being the source, the light and 
heat proceeding therefrom would be as old as 
the sun. An eternal cause must have an eternal 
effect. An eternal Father must have an eternal 
Son, for how could he be a father before he had 
a sone Not by generation but, as the Church 
fathers say, by prolation. 

The Son has also many official names indic- 
ative of the offices he performs, but only one 
proper name, that of Son derived from the 
tather)“‘by inheritanee”? (Heb. 1: 4)./ Dhis 
makes him not the only Son, as we repeat in the 
Creed, but the only begotten Son, as he always 
called himself and as the Scriptures every- 
where declare. 

The Spirit proceeds from the son (see Ni- 
cene Creed); the Son therefore intervening 
between the Spirit and the Father ; but nothing 
between the Son and the Father. This admits 
of many. sons by adoption and creation (Gal. 
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4:5; Eph.1:5,) called children of God as the 
_ Jews are called children of Abraham. But 
Isaac is his only begotten son (Heb. 11: 17). 
As the spirit is derived immediately from the 
Son, and the Son immediately from the Fa- 
ther, the Spirit proceedeth from the Father, 
but through the Son. 

Much that is offensive to modern thought 
in the phrase “the eternal Son of God” is taken 
away if you consult nature and the idiom of 
the Hebrew language, through which this 
thought was revealed. According to this idiom 
any emanation is a son and the source or cause 
of the emanation is called a Father. When Job 
says, “As the sparks fly upwards” (Job. 5:7), 
“Sparks” in the Hebrew are sons of the coal. 
In Jacob’s prophecy concerning Joseph, 
“Whose branches run over the wall’ (Gen. 
49:22) “branches” here are daughters (ba- 
noth) of the vine. Branches are the fruit- 
bearers and the third from the root. The He- 
brew idiom makes the source or cause the Fa- 
ther; the effect or product, the Son. And 
herein is a beautiful and striking figure, the in- 
divisibility of a trinity in unity is brought 
clearly to view in the root, the vine, and the 
branches. Both in nature and in Hebrew idiom 
the root is the Father, the vine proceeds from 
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it, and the branches, daughters, proceeding 
from the root through the vine are the fruit- 
bearers. And if God’s invisible perfections are 
clearly seen in his visible works, as we are told 
in Rom. 1: 20, we see every principle of crea- 
tive energy manifested in the familiar figure 
of Scripture in the vine and tree; the root, the 
trunk and the branches essentially separated 
yet neither able to subsist without the other 
two. 

Thus the original word Elohim is admit- 
tedly plural, and alone is employed to describe 
creative energy. After this Jehovah-Elohim, 
Lord God or Good Ruler is used, and then the 
ancient Jews said, “When God creates he is 
called Elohim; when he protects his people, 
he is called Jehovah; when he fights against 
their enemies, he is called Sabbaoth.” 

An eminent Jewish Rabbin, Simeon Ben 
Joachim, in his comment on the sixth section of 
Leviticus has these remarkable words: ‘“‘Come 
see the mystery of the word Elohim; there are 
three degrees and each degree by itself alone; 
and yet notwithstanding, they are all one; and 
joined together in one they are not divided 
from each other.” Is not this absolutely true 
in the Scriptural figure of the vine? Did not 
Christ use the same figure in John 15? Who- 
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ever will read that chapter weighing every 
word will find every principle here delineated 
in this figure of the vine and branches. His 
Father is the husbandman. He is the true (real 
alethrues) vine. My Father is the Husband- 
man (Superintendent, glorgos). And ye are 
the branches, fruit-bearers. “When the Com- 
forter is come, whom I will send unto you 
from the Father” (John 15: 26). Here the fa- 
ther represents the root as a husbandman or 
superintendent. The son is the vine, offspring 
of the root: and the disciple unto whom he 
himself promised to send the spirit (who 
filled them at Pentecost) are the fruit- 
bearers. 

Here the spirit is the third person sent from 
the Father by the son. The Holy Spirit pro- 
ceedeth from the Father and the son. The 
branches proceed from the root and the vine. 
Just what Christ said in John 18: “I in them 
and thou in me.” A trinity in unity; and so said 
the whole church till Arius, A. D. 275, taught 
that the son was generated in time and created 
by the Father out of nothing. In 325 A. D. a 
general Council was called to define the teach- 
ing of the church. Three hundred and eight- 
een Bishops were present from nearly all parts 
of the world, besides many inferior clergymen. 
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It was held with but two dissenting voices that 
the church had always taught “the unity of 
the divine essence and the equality of the three 
persons.” Whoever will carefully read Justin 
Martyr born 81 years after Christ, Athana- 
goris born 95 A.D., Tertulian born 113 A.D., 
and Irenzus, a disciple of John the apostle, 
will see that they taught, defended and illus- 
trated this doctrine and they were close to the 
fountain head of information. 

In the Epistle to the Hebrews, as in Paul’s 
letters to Ephesians, Colossians, and especially 
in his defence on Mars Hill, (Acts 17: 16-34), 
you will find the same teaching. When ar- 
raigned and taken before the Areopagus for 
a capital offence he witnessed the good confes- 
sion. He was charged with being a setter forth 
of strange gods, because he preached Jesus 
and the resurrection. In his defense he denied 
the charge of presenting any new object of 
worship, but was explaining to them the god 
of whom they confessed ignorance, ‘‘Him de- 
clare I unto you.” Then follows his ingenious 
play upon a word in their own confession. They 
had erected an altar to “an unknown god,” 
agnozo theo, and he offers to explain this being 
whom they ignorantly, agnontis, worship. You 
say he is unknown. [ will tell you about him. 
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Then he quotes their highest authorities, say- 
ing, Aratus and Cleanthus, “your own poets, 
say we are his offspring.” Nowif your authori- 
ties teach that we are the offspring of this un- 
known god, can any of these idols which you 
worship be our Father? No wonder the Areo- 
pagite (Judge Dionicious) became a convert, 
and later a Bishop of the Church. That stroke 
of logic was the death blow to Grecian my- 
thology. 

Can any Unitarian bear the strain of this 
discourse? The crime charged against Paul 
was that of introducing a new god; because 
he preached Jesus and the Resurrection. He 
showed that the Saviour was not only their 
unknown god, whom they ignorantly wor- 
shipped, but was he who made heaven and 
earth and all things, that in him we live, and 
move and have our being, that he gave to all 
life and breath and all things. This was his de- 
fence; and, if he did not believe that Jesus 
whom he preached was the God that made 
heaven and earth, “in whom we live and move 
and have our being,” he certainly told a delib- 
erate falsehood to free himself from the charge 
of being a setter forth of strange gods, and to 
save himself from the hemlock cup, which 
Socrates was made to drink for the very 
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offence they charged against him. In order to 
make Paul a Unitarian one must first make 
him a coward and then liar. 

In the last analysis this is the essence of the 
gospel of Jesus the Christ that he is essentially 
divine, that he is the only begotten Son of God, 
the first in supremacy, as archee means head 
or chief, the only immediate product of the 
Father, as the vine from the root, as light from 
the sun, and that through him all things visible 
and invisible were created (Col. 1:15). As the 
root acts through its vine and branches, as the 
sun works through its light and heat, so the 
Father acts by his Son through the Spirit. 

When the Scriptural idea of a Divine Trin- 
ity is well fixed in the mind, and the preroga- 
tives of each Divine personality well defined 
and used in all investigations, difficulties are 
greatly diminished, but Trinitarians are often 
Unitarians in thought. Nothing but a Trinity 
in the God-head can explain the Bible or na- 
ture. Infinite power must be explained by in- 
finite wisdom. In nature the power that propels 
can never guide. Wind, steam or electricity 
can propel; but track or rudder must deter- 
mine the course. The understanding and ap- 
plication of these principles go far towards 
explaining the introduction of evil in the moral 
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universe, and the philosophy and controlment 
of a free moral agency. As means for sustenance 
_must precede the creature’s existence, so the 
underlying thought in God’s eternal purpose 
in Christ Jesus is that the means of support 
must be provided in thought before God can 
allow the creature to be made. Thus we read 
Rev.—‘‘The lamb was slain from the founda- 
tion of the world.” 

Professor Olin Alfred Curtis once said in 
my hearing: “The Personal peculiarity of 
the Father in Redemptional Trinity is that 
of origination. It is His will that springs 
worlds into existence and bends them into 
harmony in their majestic courses. The pe- 
culiarity of the Son is His aggressive self- 
assertive obedience. But the Holy Spirit in 
utter personal self-effacement only leads the 
soul to Christ.’”’ And what a service He thus 
renders! 

Whether God will send a river flowing to 
the sea, or will set a sunset blazing in the west- 
ern cloud, or will quiet the fears of a terrified 
child, or will break the proud heart of a wil- 
ful sinner, or will unite a willing man to 
Jesus Christ, or will add a further grace to 
the triumphs of a saint, or will pour the sur- 
prising consolations of heaven into a hopeless 
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grief, or will take an old man who is timid 
before the gathering mystery of death, and 
fill his soul with the peace of God, and the 
certainties of faith—the work, the finishing 
volition, the efficient eventualization of it all 
is given over to the Holy Spirit, “He alone 
is sent: but He is God.” How appropriate 
then is the late President Warren’s hymn: “I 
Worship Thee, O Holy Ghost.” 

Dr. William Fairfield Warren, President 
and Founder of Boston University was asked 
to give the origin of the hymn. He frankly 
stated its purpose thus: 

“You ask whether this hymn grew out of 
any special studies or impressions on my part. 
To this I can only answer that about the time 
when it was written the Patricentric system 
of Calvinism was rapidly giving place in 
several American denominations to an equally 
narrow and unscriptural system which greatly 
rejoiced in the then newly imparted name 
of Christocentric Theology. Noting with 
some concern that a number of preachers of 
our own Church were being carried away by 
the new and Christ-honoring term, and were — 
in danger of forgetting that in the field of 
experience and in the field of doctrine, 
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Methodism represents that consummation of 
the dispensation of the Father and of the dis- 
’ pensation of the Son, which we call the 
dispensation of the Spirit, I sought in various 
ways to recall to such minds the truth that 
any type of doctrine which magnifies the per- 
son and the work of the Father, or of the Son, 
or of the Holy Spirit, at the expense of any 
one of the three is to that extent unscriptural 
and particularly lacking in the breadth and 
plentitude and balance of genuine Christian 
teaching. When, therefore, the Commission 
appointed to prepare the Hymnal of 1878, 
requested me to contribute an original hymn 
for the collection, | was no doubt somewhat 
influenced in my choice of theme and in its 
mode of treatment by the anxiety I had felt 
to prevent our preachers and people from 
being captured by an alien system of teach- 
ing, which, while it was an immense advance 
on the teaching of Calvin, was yet well nigh 
silent as to the possibilities and the privileges 
of redeemed men living under the present all 
consummating dispensation of the Spirit.” 
So he wrote: 


I worship Thee O Holy Ghost, I love to worship Thee 
My risen Lord for aye were lost, but for thy company. 
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I worship Thee O Holy Ghost, I love to worship Thee 
I grieved Thee long, alas, thou knowest it grieves me 
bitterly. 


I worship Thee O Holy Ghost, I love to worship Thee 
Thy patient love at what a cost, at last it conquered me. 


I worship Thee O Holy Ghost, I love to worship Thee 
With Thee each day in Pentecost, each night nativity. 


IT 


CHRISTIAN ASSURANCE THROUGH 
HE SPIRE 


“The Spirit Himself beareth witness with our 
spirits that we are the children of God.” 
—Romans 8: 16. 


CHRISTIAN assurance of our adoption as the 
children of God through the Spirit’s testi- 
mony and our own consciousness is one of 
the important experiences of the Christian life. 
The text is the classic of Paul and of all sub- 
sequent teachers on that subject. 

These words speak definitely concerning 
Christian assurance, which relates to the mat- 
ter of sonship through adoption. This filial 
relation, in order to be certainly known, must 
be definitely proven by two separate and dis- 
tinct witnesses. Together they proclaim the 
privilege of knowing our present state of 
grace, and affirm Christianity to be a know- 
able religion, which is the central idea of the 
Wesleyan revival and the common privilege 


of believers in Christ. 
27 
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Were it said, “The Spirit beareth witness 
to our spirits,” it would give us but one wit- 
ness, and make us but recipients of His testi- 
mony; but when “The Spirit beareth witness 
with our spirits,’ it means two separate and 
distinct witnesses to the same thing.”The 
original word in our text for “witnessing 
with,” means, always and everywhere, as used 
both in classical and in New Testament 
Greek, two witnesses jointly yet distinctly 
testifying to the same thing. In the infinitive 
it means to be a fellow witness, or to testify 
to the same thing as another does; and so it 
constantly signifies in the Scriptures, and is 
never used except where there is a concurrent 
testimony of two witnesses. It was in view of 
this original word that Mr. Wesley, in his 
“Notes,” said: “It is manifest here are two 
witnesses mentioned; the Spirit of God and 
our own spirit.” We select as our theme the 
two-fold witness of adoption. 

This subject is too broad to be limited or 
confined to either of the two half-truths some- 
times adopted. 

There is a class of believers, who, admit- 
ting that it is their privilege to know their 
spiritual condition, exalt human conscience 
and magnify personal opinion and individual 
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judgment to the utter disregard of the higher 
test, the testimony of the Spirit. This merely 
~human criterion is an uncertain one. Many 
men have been deceived to their eternal ruin 
by their consciences. The human conscience 
is as varied and depraved as humanity is di- 
versified and fallen. What one man could do 
without the slightest compunction of con- 
Science would cause another to shudder at its 
mention. Every man has a conscience of his 
own and masters it by his will. It has no law 
that men are forced to obey. Man has so stifled 
his conscience that it neither responds to right 
nor vibrates to wrong. This is conscience not 
as God gave it, but as sin ruined it. Let not 
such men conclude that as their deadened con- 
sciences do not condemn them God does not. 
Nor can they safely judge themselves justified 
by any process of their own minds, by any 
logical deduction from their ways of life, 
from their acts of charity or from their lines 
of thought. Man’s unaided intellect has not 
the capacity to determine whether he is saved 
or not. 

The other class is formed of those who be- 
little themselves and undervalue their own 
judgment in the tenacity with which they 
hold to the doctrine of the Spirit’s testimony. 


30 THAT FLAME OF LIVING FIRE 


They think that this is the only reliable wit- 
ness. Now, the Spirit indeed must testify, but 
we should prove the Spirit, lest we mistake 
our own imagination for the voice of God 
in the soul. Remember also that Satan is a 
spirit, and that he sometimes transforms him- 
self into an angel of light for the purpose of 
deceiving God’s children. It is an historical 
fact that every schism in the Christian church 
has been led and inspired by those professing 
to be guided by the Holy Spirit; and “crank- 
ism’ always, according to its own testimony, 
finds its source in divine inspiration. Thus 
from this perversion of a grand doctrine there 
spring the endless stories of dreams and vi- 
sions and mysterious communications, which 
prompt and support spiritualistic fanaticism 
and fraud in all its undertakings. 

I have stated the two extreme views of this 
doctrine of Christian assurance. Neither of 
the views is essentially false; both are only 
exaggerations of half-truth to the exclusion 
of the other half. One class rests all its hope 
upon the indirect testimony of the individual 
conscience, the other upon the direct witness 
of the Spirit. They should have the combined 
testimony of the objective spirit given of God 
and of the subjective human spirit. 
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We shall not unmistakably know our adop- 
tion by any inference of our own mind alone, 
for the natural mind cannot discern the things 
of God; the human intellect cannot compre- 
hend the spiritual without the divine illumi- 
nation. Nor can we depend implicitly upon 
impressions supposed to be derived from the 
Holy Spirit alone, for the office of the Spirit 
is not to perform the mission of our own 
spirits. Therefore,we must believe in:— 

I, The necessity of this twofold witness of 
adoption, if any assurance is given. “ 

If we are children of God, we have been 
justified and regenerated. We have been for- 
given our past offences and we have been ac- 
cepted as righteous in God’s sight for the sake 
of Christ. We have also been made new crea- 
tures so that the things which we once hated, 
because they were disagreeable to our de- 
praved natures, we now love, because we have 
been brought into unison with them; and 
vice-versa, the things we previously loved we 
now despise. Both to justification and to re- 
generation there must be in the very nature of 
the case a separate witness. 

» Justification is an act in the divine mind, 
whereby we are forgiven our past sins.,Now, 
no one can know by unaided human reason 
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what takes place in the divine mind; by no logi- 
cal deduction can we find out this fact. We can 
know it only when God testifies to it by the 
voice of the Spirit, hence, the necessity for the 
direct witness, the objective testimony to our 
personal pardon. 

But regeneration is different and demands 
another witness. The being “born again,” or 
“created anew in Christ Jesus,” is a work 
wrought in the soul. It is not so much an act in 
the divine mind, like pardon, as it is a change 
in our moral nature by which we are 
“cleansed,” “renewed,” “quickened.”’ God is 
indeed the Agent, but we are the subjects of this 
transformation. And this change does not de- 
mand the testimony of the Spirit, for we our- 
selves know when it is produced; and our 
spirits should bear witness to the fact. 

The blessedness of adoption is not proven by 
the human spirit’s agency alone; nor by the 
agency of God alone. The Christian may infer 
by inspection and introspection that he has the 
grace of God; but, besides this, it is equally 
necessary that the divine Spirit speak with a 
“voiceless assurance” to his consciousness that 
he is a child of God. The concurrence and the 
co-operation of both the divine and the human 
spirits are essential to such a clear evidence of 


ASSURANCE THROUGH THE SPIRIT 33 


our sonship as shall fill and thrill the soul with 
a vital and vitalizing life. We can be assured 
of our present personal salvation, only as these 
two witnesses testify, conjointly. Only their 
combined testimony can establish our sonship 
beyond a reasonable doubt. When the Holy 
Spirit declares that God has pardoned our past 
sins, and our spirits confirm the assurance by 
attesting the wondrous change wrought in our 
nature; then, and not till then, faith rests upon 
the moral certainty established in the mouths 
of two witnesses that we are the children of 
God; and with this evidence of our adoption 
we cry out with joy, ““Abba, Father!” 

This is a sublime experience, a grand state of 
grace, a blessed way to live; it is ‘“‘a heaven to go 
to heaven in.” The soul once burdened with a 
load of guilt is freely forgiven. It had been in 
darkness and danger; now, it has light and life. 
The gloom which had been settling deeper and 
deeper, is driven before “‘the light that shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day.” The soul 
had once hated God, had dreaded to meet Him, 
and had longed to annihilate Him from the 
universe; now, it loves Him; enjoys His com- 
munion and wants to dwell with Him for ever. 
It had despised His service, had disliked His 
institutions and had shunned His people; now, 
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it spends and is spent in His work, delights in 
the means of grace and seeks from choice the 
companionship of the redeemed. Once it was 
earthly, sensual, devilish in thought, word and 
deed; now, it is purified, lifted into a spirit- 
ual environment and claims its citizenship in 
heaven. Esteems itself a pilgrim and a stranger 
here and journeys toward its home; handles 
lightly the things of time and sense, but steadily 
looks at that which is unseen and eternal; and 
thrills even now with the ecstasy of a new life 
and joy! 

This is the blessedness of adoption. Is such 
an experience our privilege? May every Chris- 
tian be consciously pardoned and regenerated 
in this lifep When adopted into the divine 
family and made an “heir prospective” of 
heaven, may we have the assurance here and 
now? To what extent is the attestation granted? 
How is it givenr 

The text answers all these questions with the 
authority of inspiration. It suggests lines of 
thought reaching out in all directions above 
and beyond this doctrine. Does it not declare 
the divinity of the Holy Spirit, the third person 
of the adorable Trinity? The Revised Version 
is better rendered in speaking of the Spirit 
“Himself,” and not the Spirit “itself.” The 
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text leads us to the great doctrine of the Trin- 
ity in its statement of our relation to God, to 
Christ and to the Spirit. The Spirit assures us 
that we are heirs of God and joint heirs with 
Christ. 

Is this two-fold witness of adoption, as out- 
lined above, the common privilege of Chris- 
tiansr 

“II. Such an attestation is a possibility. 

We have seen that if we are assured of our 
adoption, the testimony must be twofold, the 
very nature of adoption making both witnesses 
necessary. Now is this duplicate proof pos- 
sible? There may be a possibility of this expe- 
rience without its being positive or even 
probable; but there can be no probability, 
much less certainty, until the possibility is es- 
tablished. 

It is possible for us to be thus assured, pro- 
vided God is disposed to reveal it unto us. This 
argument is based upon the nature of the soul, 
and upon the relation existing between the 
divine Spirit and the human spirit. ‘““There is 
a spirit in man and the breath of the Almighty 
giveth them understanding.” (Job 32:8.) 
Now, it is a natural law that substances of the 
same nature act upon and influence each other. 
Therefore, this doctrine of the concurrence and 
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the combined action of the human with the 
divine Spirit in witnessing to adoption is a 
philosophical one. Man is a spirit, an invisible 
potency; he is an emanation from God. If man 
were a mere material being like the beast he 
drives, the creature he owns and feeds, the idea 
of receiving direct messages from God, a 
spiritual being, would be absurd. 

God is a spirit, an immaterial person, an in- 
visible potency. He created every fish of the 
sea, all the fowl of the air, and the cattle upon a 
thousand hills; He owns and preserves every 
one of them. So minute is His care that not a 
sparrow can fall-without His notice. But is 
there any spiritual communion between any of 
these creatures and their God? The thought is 
preposterous. Why? Because they are only 
creatures of the moment, material beings with 
no spirits to reach out in their aspirations from 
communion with the unseen God. But when 
the Great Father would have a being on earth 
fit to commune with Himself, He said: “Let 
us make man in our own image after our own 
likeness.’ (Gen, 126;) Then we are) told: 
“The Lord God formed man of the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life; and man became a living soul.” 
(Gen. 2:7.) All those other beings that swim 
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in the deep, that creep upon the earth, that 
soar in mid-air, are mere things, mere crea- 
tions; man is God’s “‘out-birth,”’ God’s com- 
panion, God’s child. Man’s body indeed links 
him with things terrestrial, but his spirit claims 
allegiance with the celestial world. Man does 
not have a spirit; man is a spirit, patterned 
after God, made in His image after His like- 
ness, and therefore capable of communion with 
God and the unseen world. Hence, if God is 
disposed to reveal to us our acceptance, we 
are naturally qualified to receive, understand 
and respond to the divine message of the Spirit. 
Herein is seen the possibility of God’s regen- 
erate children’s knowledge of their adoption. 
“III. In all probability, God will reveal to 
His children the fact of their sonship. 

1. We think the importance of this two- 
fold witness is a strong argument for the prob- 
ability that God has not left it out of His plan. 

(a) How can we be truly happy without it?. 
Either we are adopted into the divine family, 
or we are not. If we are not we are yet sinners; 
if sinners “the wrath of God abideth on us”; 
and every moment we are in danger of drop- 
ping into eternity unprepared. What peace of 
mind can the Christian claim with no assur- 
ance of his own safety? If under such circum- 
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stances he enjoys peace, it is the peace of a 
frozen lake and not a natural calm. Who can 
believe that our Father would willingly keep 
from us a fact that would give us supreme joy 
in His service, when the withholding of it can 
only force us to doubt Him and to distress our- 
selves? The joy of His children must be im- 
portant in His sight; but their happiness de- 
pends upon the conscious certainty of their 
adoption, and God cannot overlook its impor- 
tance. 

_Ab) Of what use can we be to others without 
conscious pardon of our own sin? It is God’s 
purpose to make every saved soul a soul-saving 
agent. But how can we give to others what we 
do not consciously possess? Men want religious 
instruction and leadership only from witnesses 
to its saving power. They must be able to say: 
‘That which we have seen and heard declare 
we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship 
with us.” Never until the church can give this 
invitation will she “look forth as the morning, 
fair as the moon, clear as the sun and terrible 
as an army with banners.” Is it reasonable to 
suppose that God would defeat His own plan 
by depriving us of the one qualification for do- 
ing the very work for which He has placed us 
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here? Without it we can never teach the trans- 
gressor His ways. 

- “(c) He has also commanded us to grow in 
grace, to be pure, to be holy. But higher at- 
tainments in the Christian life are not to be ex- 
pected of those who have not reached the state 
of assured salvation,’They can be in no condi- 
tion to seek Christian perfection until they 
know their sins to have been forgiven. It would 
be presumption for them to ask the highest 
privilege of God’s children without some as- 
surance of belonging to His family. And be- 
sides, a spirit perplexed with doubts and fears 
is paralysed in its efforts to attain moral purity. 
God would not urge us to go forward without 
first assuring us that we are on the right road. 
It is His purpose that we should be holy; with- 
out assurance this is impossible; and hence, He 
who demands holiness must have provided the 
essential condition. 

(d) No one can doubt that it is the purpose 
of God to honor His Son and to prosper His 
churchy Christ’s glory is linked with the suc- . 
cess of the church. The success of the church 
consists in developing a ‘“‘chosen generation, a 
royal priesthood, a peculiar people, showing 
forth the praises of Him, who called them out 
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of darkness into His marvelous light.” A 
people not covered with the robes of righteous- 
ness, not clothed with the garments of salvation, 
laden with gloomy fear and despondency, 
slothful in business and lukewarm in spirit can- 
not honor the church or glorify its Head. The 
crowning glory of Jesus is the holiness and 
happiness of the Church, which He purchased 
with His own blood. But this sublime condition 
is dependent upon Christian assurance and 
hence its importance. 

2. The probability of this experience is 
further confirmed by a study of the Lord’s deal- 
ings with men in other matters. On subjects of 
far less importance than personal salvation He 
has given assurances that could not be doubted. “ 
“Fle made known His ways unto Moses and 
His acts unto” the “children of men” by signs 
and wonders which He did before their eyes 
through agents divinely selected. We know that 
at least twice God has written*with His own 
hand messages for men; the first was on stone, 
when amidst the thunderings of Sinai He gave 
the tables of law; the other, was on plaster dur- 
ing Belshazzar’s feast, when the mysterious 
hand wrote the guilty monarch’s doom upon 
the wall. The miracles of Moses were but signs 
from heaven attesting the divinity of his mis- 
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sion among men, and the inspired apostle 
speaks of Jesus as “‘a man approved of God unto 
~ you by mighty works and wonders and signs, 
which God did by him in the midst of you, even 
as you yourselves know.” The Lord stretched 
his bow across the heavens as a pledge and 
token of His covenant with Noah; and He 
made Zacharias dumb, as a sign that he would 
fulfil His promise in the birth of John the Bap- 
tist. He answered Elijah’s prayer on Mt. Car- 
mel, in the presence of four hundred and fifty 
prophets of Baal, by sending fire from heaven 
to consume the sacrifice; and thus acknowl- 
edged His servant in the presence of all the 
people. And on the Day of Pentecost, the 
tongues of fire that descended on the disciples 
were public signs of heaven’s approbation of 
the Christian church in its first revival effort. 
If in these and in a hundred other matters God 
has assured His people of His will, is it not 
probable that He will certify to our adoption? 
Is it not unreasonable to suppose for a moment 
that He could neglect this most important mat- 
ter while attending to those of lesser concern? 
“3. The mutual relation existing between 
God and His people is a strong presumptive 
proof of their assurance. 

He has chosen the tender and endearing re- 


42 THAT FLAME OF LIVING FIRE 


lation of a parent to his offspring to represent 
his relation to us. ‘‘Like as a Father pitieth his 
children so the Lord pitieth them that fear 
him.” (Psalms 103: 13.) The Great ‘Teacher 
taught us, when we pray to call God “Our 
Father.” No true father on earth would deny 
his children the privilege of filial recognition; 
much less, “Our Father which art in heaven.” 
Such conduct on the part of the parent would 
destroy all love and reverence on the part of 
the child. You would not treat your children 
so, unless you were a monster of cruelty. From 
earliest childhood they recognize you as 
“father,” and call you by that endearing title. 
If it was necessary for you to give them some 
sign or testimony by which they might know 
you, you would not withhold it. “But if ye be- 
ing evil know how to give good gifts unto your 
children, how much more shall your Heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
Him.” | 

4. The capacity of the human spirit and the 
office of the Holy Spirit both prove the reason- 
ableness of this doctrine. God not only made 
my spirit capable of receiving a knowledge of 
my adoption, but implanted in me the desire 
for it. Is not the law universal that for every —— 
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need there must be a supply? Has God created 
any want in the human spirit for which He has 
‘not provided a legitimate gratification? 

There is a yearning in the human soul for 
communion with God; there is capacity for 
the conscious enjoyment of His favour; there 
is a longing for the assurance of adoption. The 
God who made the human soul and implanted 
in it this desire must have provided for the 
supply of this legitimate and urgent want. 

It is the office of the Holy Spirit to gratify 
this craving of the human spirit. That is the 
most important part of His mission in this 
world. There can be no explanation of His 
mission here if you banish the doctrine of His 
testimony to our salvation. He is said to seal 
us unto the day of redemption, but how can we 
receive this seal without feeling the impres- 
sion? He is called the Comforter, but how can 
He comfort us without assuring us of salva- 
tion? He is the teacher, who shall guide us 
into all truth; but the most important knowl- 
edge the soul can gain is the certainty of its 
adoption. He makes intercession for us with 
groanings which cannot be uttered; but in His 
prayers for the saints He cannot forget their 
greatest present need. 
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5. Ihe present enjoyment of God’s people 
implies their present consciousness of their 
adoption. 

‘The ‘peace of God which passeth under- 
standing” is ascribed unto them; and “joy un- 
speakable and full of glory” is theirs. David’s 
exhortation is ‘Be glad in the Lord and re- 
joice; and shout for joy ye that be upright in 
heart,’ and Paul exclaims: ‘Rejoice in the 
Lord always; and again I say rejoice.” Neither 
the experience of joy ascribed to us nor the 
duty of rejoicing urged upon us would be con- 
sistent with a state of doubt or uncertainty 
about our adoption. The joy which is the 
Christian’s strength must grow out of the har- 
monious agreement of “‘the witness of the 
Spirit” and the ‘testimony of a good con- 
science.” 

6. This doctrine finds further proof from 
the experience of God’s people under the old 
dispensation, 

Back before the Mosaic economy God was 
pleased to reveal their acceptance to the 
righteous by many audible and visible signs. 
But when the Jewish church was organized 
and the Tabernacle service was instituted, He 
made known His favor to the people through 
the high priest, to whom He spake in the Holy 
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of Holies from beneath the wings of the cher- 
ubim. Under the new covenant, we possess no 
‘Shekinah, we hear no vocal responses, we burn 
no costly sacrifices, we claim the intervention 
of no human priests; yet, we must believe that 
under this spiritual dispensation, the “Spirit 
Himself beareth witness with our spirit.” 
How else could we account for the inspira- 
tion of the prophets, aside from communion 
with the Spirit? Isaiah penetrates the vista of 
seven hundred and forty future years and 
prophetically depicts the personality and char- 
acter, the birth, life and death of Jesus as 
accurately as though he was writing history. 
Daniel foretold the precise time, and Micah 
the exact place of the Saviour’s advent, hun- 
dreds of years before its occurrence. “But the 
prophets were divinely chosen men selected 
for a special work”: and you are a chosen 
people and have received the adoption of sons. 
If the Holy Spirit revealed the will and pur- 
pose of God to them, why may He not declare 
your adoption to your You are as well qualified 
to receive a personal assurance as were the 
prophets to understand special messages. 
But advancing a step further, I assert that 
in that comparatively dark age, good men were 
given undeniable assurance of their acceptance 
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with God. Where shall we look for proof? 
Standing beside the first altar ever erected 
Abel “obtained witness that he was righteous, 
God testifying of his gifts, and by it he “being 
dead yet speaketh.” A little later on, ‘“Enoch 
was translated that he should not see death; 
but before his translation he had this testimony 
that he pleased God.” No one can doubt 
Isaiah’s assurance, when with grateful joy he 
exclaimed, “O, Lord, I will praise thee, for 
though Thou wast angry with me yet now 
Thine anger is turned away, and Thou com- 
fortest me!”’ David testifies that he was taken 
up out of an horrible pit and out of miry clay, 
and was placed upon a rock and had a new 
song given him. (Psa. 40: 2.) 

Now, if Abel and Enoch, Isaiah and David, 
knew they were saved, you must believe that 
God, who is no respecter of persons, gave a 
like testimony to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
to Joseph, Moses and Joshua, all of whom 
were equally faithful servants. Nor will you 
doubt, if you read the history of Samuel and 
the prophets, that they all rejoiced in a similar 
assurance. 

But, if under the dispensation, which was 
only typical of good things to come, men 
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walked in the light of God’s countenance, who 
can suppose that in the blazing light of the 
Christian era this choice privilege would be 
denied? 

“When the fullness of time came God sent 
forth his Son, that he might redeem them that 
were under the law, that we might receive the 
adoption of Sons. And because ye are sons, 
God sent forth the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts crying Abba, Father.” Galatians 4: 4-6. 

“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God 
these are sons of God. For ye received not the 
spirit of bondage again unto fear; but ye re- 
ceived the spirit of adoption, whereby we cry 
Abba, Father. The Spirit himself beareth 
witness with our spirit that we are children of 
God, and if children then heirs; heirs of God 
and joint-heirs with Christ.” (Romans 8: 14— 
175) 

This leads us to 

IV. The positive certainty of this privilege. 

I think we have seen that if any assurance of 
our adoption is given, a twofold testimony is 
necessary, justification and regeneration both 
requiring a separate witness. Secondly, if God 
is disposed to speak to us with the voice of a 
Spirit, we are capable of understanding the 
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divine communication, hence the experience 
is possible. We have urged the probability that 
God is thus disposed. 

Leaving now the argumentative side of this 
theme, I proclaim this twofold witness as our 
present privilege. The New Testament is as 
clear as daylight on the subject. The Revised 
Version asserts that “if any man wills to do 
his will he shall know of the doctrine, whether 
it be of God or whether I speak it myself.” 
Throughout the Gospels the experience is 
taught. In Acts the Apostles declare: ““We are 
witnesses of these things.” In Paul’s writings 
he exclaims: “I know whom I have believed.” 
In John’s first epistle he states fifty-one times 
that he knows what he is writing about. In that 
short letter of only five chapters, not covering 
three pages in our ordinary Bibles, he says 
again and again: ‘“‘We know,” “We know.” 
Nineteen times he testifies, “We know Him”; 
and once he became so earnest that he ex- 
claims: “We do know that we know Him.” 

But I need not attempt to prove to Chris- 
tians that the Bible teaches this doctrine. I 
stand in the presence of men and women this 
morning, who can testify that this twofold wit- 
ness is theirs now. ‘‘For ye are all sons of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ.” 
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You enjoy the direct witness of the Spirit. 
“You know that you abide in Him by the 
Spirit which He has given you.” “It is the 
Spirit which beareth witness because the Spirit - 
is truth.” ‘“‘God beareth you witness giving you 
the Holy Ghost even as He did the Apostles.” 
“For if any man have not the Spirit of Christ 
he is none of His.’ You enjoy the direct wit- 
ness of the Spirit. 

You also have the indirect witness, the testt- 
mony of a good conscience. “He that believeth 
on the Son hath the witness in himself.” “And 
hereby we know that we are of the truth and 
shall assure our hearts before Him. Beloved, 
if our own heart condemns us not then have we 
confidence towards God.” And this “Hope 
maketh not ashamed, because the love of God 
is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost 
which is given unto us.” “‘We are witnesses of 
these things and so also is the Holy Spirit,” and 
thus in the mouths of two witnesses it may be 
established beyond a reasonable doubt. 

Now, in closing with a clear evidence of 
salvation and a personal knowledge this 
moment of the objective and of the subjective 
witness, on the authority of Christ and His 
Apostles, confirmed by the testimony of a mil- 
lion living witnesses, I proclaim to you this 
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twofold testimony as your present personal 
privilege. You may have this double attesta- 
tion of your adoption now for the asking. 

But, mark you, in setting forth this privilege 
I have not made it essential to salvation. No- 
where in the sacred Scriptures is Christian As- 
surance presented as a condition of reward or 
as essential to heaven. Therefore we do not say 
you will be lost if the evidence of your accept- 
ance is not clear to you but we say that you are 
living below your privilege. Without it you 
are at best but servants when you ought to be 
children. Rejoice that you have been called to 
His worthy service but pray that you may 
consciously receive the adoption of sons. 

You know that this duplicate proof of son- 
ship is the common privilege of believers. 
Then why live in a dungeon of darkness, while 
the light of Jehovah’s presence is shining so 
fully and freely for you. Your present proba- 
tionary state may be made luminous and 
glorious if you but step into the sunlight and 
open the windows of your soul to let the sun- 
beams in. 


ITT 


THE SPIRIT-FILLED LIFE 
“Be filled with the Spirit.” —Ephesians 5: 18. 


THE whole passage reads: “And be not drunk 
with wine, wherein is riot, but be filled with 
the Spirit; Speaking one to another in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in your heart to the Lord; 
Giving thanks always for all things in the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, to God even the 
Bather!’ 

There is in human nature an instinctive 
craving for excitement which this text recog- 
nizes and for which it legitimately provides. 
Paul, in the instruction as to where we should 
not seek it and in what we should find it, as- 
sumes it is necessary. The emotional nature is 
implanted of the Deity and is as essential a 
part of humanity as the intellectual or the 
physical; its activity is as normal as any other 
part of the human economy. Hence, its excita- 
tion gives zest unto life and makes life worth 
living. 

SI 
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Society, as we study it in history or find it 
about us, is fed upon excitement. It lives for it. 
Men flee from monotony and hate stagnation. 
They love the tingling of excited nerves, the 
throbbing of the quickening heartbeat. People 
rush to the theatre, to the movies, to the races, 
to sensational literature, to the dance that the 
passions may throb and that the pulses may 
wildly beat. Who cares for a pastime, for rec- 
reation, for music or for oratory that does not 
stir the blood and move the feelings with 
bounding sensation? And this is normal to life, 
for the emotional nature has its ground in the 
life of the Deity. Its excitation in human beings 
is, therefore, natural. Humanity has always re- 
garded it as essential to effective, happy living. 
This is the secret of the love of war that stirs 
the savage breast and is the explanation of 
methods of amusement in modern society. It 
explains also the strange infatuation for alco- 
hol, narcotics and other opiates. The use of 
artificial stimulants has been one of the most 
common methods of breaking up the monotony 
of life. 

The period of the Apostle was noted for its 
spurious means of enjoyment. The whole of 
Gentilism was mighty to drink wine and was 
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riotous with drunken song and clamour. Plato 
used to boast of the immense quantities of 
liquor which Socrates could swill uninjured, 
and the philosopher Xenocrites received a 
golden crown as a reward from Dionysius for 
swallowing a gallon at a draught. These were 
leaders of Gentile thought; and Paul is writing 
to Christian converts in Ephesus, where the 
worship of Diana drew hundreds of thousands 
in the lewdness and excess and revelry and 
drunkenness beyond the imagination of any 
living in this better day. So he said, “Be not 
drunken with wine wherein is riot; but be 
filled with the spirit; Speaking one to another 
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, sing- 
ing and making melody in your heart to the 
Lord.” 

As heathenism was enthused with riotous ex- 
cesses, so Paul would have the Church of 
Christ as full of the Spirit and rapturous with 
song and hymn and melody of heart. He recog- 
nized the universal craving for excitement but 
urges Christian converts to regard the nobility 
of its object and the legitimacy of its means. 
While Gentilism is drunkenly obstreperous, 
Christianity should be spiritually melodious 
and triumphant. In contrast with the lewd 
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songs of heathen revellers, Paul wants the 
Ephesian Church to resound with rich and 
glorious melodies. Just insofar as we Preach- 
ers lose the enthusiastic aggressiveness that 
stirs the conscience and the swing of conquest 
that rouses the sensibilities, and the service of 
song in the Church drifts into formality and 
away from the heart, to that extent we drive 
the people of our Churches to the questionable 
pleasures which the world supplies. 

“Be filled with the Spirit,” and he will sup- 
ply this universal craving for companionship 
and life. Here we are taught, and may we pon- 
der, the lessons: 

1. [hat there is a natural craving in human 
nature for the Divine presence; 

2. That the Holy Spirit Himself answers 
this craving of the human soul; 

3. That He is therefore available to every 
child of God; 

4. That we may be filled with this Divine 
manifestation; 

5. That we ought to be thus filled; 

6. That not to be so filled involves us in a 
guilty responsibility; 

7. That the effect of the Spirit’s fullness 
would justify all the sacrifice necessary to se- 
cure dt 7 
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1. There is a natural craving in human nature 
for the Divine presence. 


Oh! this sensation of want; this hatred of 
stagnation; this desire to flee from oneself; this 
craving for an unknown something out of 
reach; this burning to break the monotony of 
life; this eager, restless longing for some en- 
largement of heart,—is the crying out of the 
soul after God. When interpreted otherwise it 
leads to all the social follies of immoral or 
doubtful tendency, to revelry and drunkenness. 
Why is it that the abnormal dance, the card- 
table and the theatre are so popular? Why are 
the various forms of dissipation so universal? 
Because we have yielded to the temptation of 
_ the devil and come to consider as fanaticism in 
religion that which we regard as only a proper 
enthusiasm in anything else. Who cares for a 
party without abandon and mirth? Who cares 
for anything else that does not quicken the flow 
of the blood and arouse the nerves? Alas! that 
in religion where this natural demand for life 
should find its legitimate expression and satis- 
faction we have surrendered to a false idea of 
solemnity and have become sanctimonious. 
Our dignity turns to dullness. Our reverence 
is made so unattractive that it breeds irrever- 
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ence in others, because we have eliminated the 
element without which it is as a “sounding 
brass and a tinkling cymbal.” 

“There is a Spirit above and a spirit below; 

A Spirit of joy and a spirit of woe; 
The Spirit above is the Spirit Divine; 
‘The spirit below is the spirit of wine.” 

Alcoholic spirits have been aptly called the 
devil’s counterfeit of the Holy Spirit. Indul- 
gence in them aggravates without satisfying. 
Its effects are temporary in nature and wear 
out without gratifying. It takes more and more 
of each poisoned indulgence to produce the 
same excitation. The wine to which Paul al- 
ludes had power to intensify the appetite for 
itself and for its consequent riot. It stands in 
our text for all sensuous and sensual means of 
stirring the emotional nature into unnatural ex- 
citement. Poor and ruinous substitutes every 
one of them for the Divinely provided agent 
for stirring the feelings into normal and joyous 
—to useful and moral interest. ‘‘Ye receive not 
the spirit of the world but the Spirit which is 
of God, that ye might know the things which 
are freely given you of God,” and be able to 
distinguish them from all that pertains to the 
world, flesh and the devil. 

“Be not drunken with wine.” Do not let your 
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craving for stimulation lead you to the sensu- 
ous and sensual things wherein is riot that de- 
stroys with permanent debasement of soul all 
the nobler faculties and that leads to despair; 
but be filled with the Spirit and joyous hymns 
and thanks to God, which furnish the Divine 
answer to the human craving for external aid 
in living our earthborn lives. For as the useful- 
ness of anyone depends upon his interest in and 
devotion to his work, so our success and happi- 
ness as Christians depends upon our absorption 
to the point of intense interest in our Holy 
religion. Men who get excited in other matters 
should not be unemotional here. Why are men 
so circumspect in the Church but so enthusi- 
astic in a political gathering where they have 
interests at stake or in a business trade where 
profits are in the balancer They get excited in 
proportion to their interest in anything. 

Our sensibilities should be stirred to what- 
ever degree is natural to our temperament, and 
Christianity provides for that as truly as 
hunger is provided for by food; or the need of 
the optic nerve is met by light; or demand of 
the auricular nerve is answered by sound; or 
the olfactory nerve by odour; or the palatal by 
taste; or the sensory by feeling. Our Father, 
who never planted a want in the human soul 
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without providing for its legitimate gratifica- 
tion, and the Son, our elder Brother, who lived 
and died for us, have sent forth the Paraclete, 
the Executive of the Godhead for our good, 
that we, creatures made for the occupancy of 
the Creator, might find our highest joys, when 
as a temple we become the habitation of God 
through the Spirit. 


2. That the Holy Spirit Himself answers this 


craving of the human soul. 


The presence of the supernatural is de- 
manded for the introduction of animal life into 
our world, which was once a molten globe, 
circling through the heavens. No evolution 
from the laws of nature can bridge the gulf 
between dead matter and life. Life cannot be 
evolved from non-living matter. We must ad- 
mit, therefore, the Divine origin of the human 
spirit with its reflective self-consciousness, its 
sense of right and wrong, its capacity to com- 
mune with God. The human spirit was never 
evolved from matter. Its beginning was super- 
natural. But in the downfall of our race, in 
the first transgression, our spiritual nature was 
damaged. The intellect the least, the will and 
moral sensibilities the most. Whence is the 
strength by which this weakness can be re- 
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moved? Not from within man, but from with- 
out; not from beneath, but from above, even 
from the source of all life and power—the 
Spirit of God. 

If fallen man is ever to overcome the evil 
propensities of his depraved nature, he must 
secure the mighty ally in the war he wages with 
the world, the flesh and the devil. With this 
spiritual ally we can walk arm in arm in un- 
sullied whiteness through the pollution of this 
present world. Aside from Divine help, we 
have no such power to purify our own natures 
or to soar aloft and hold communion with the 
sky. We have no wings for such a flight nor 
motive power. These are the gifts of Divine 
grace through the Spirit of Promise. It were 
as unreasonable to incite a corpse to walk the 
streets or to till the fields, as to inspire an un- 
regenerate soul to rise from earth to heaven. 
An eagle cannot soar above the atmosphere; 
neither can the natural man rise unaided above 
his depravity. The spiritual power is not a de- 
velopment, but an endowment capable of great 
increase by faithful use. ‘““T’arry ye in the city 
of Jerusalem until ye be endued with power 
from on high. Wait the promise of the Father 
which, saith He, you have heard from me. Ye 
shall receive power when the Holy Spirit is 
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come upon you and ye shall be my witnesses 
both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Sa- 
maria and unto the uttermost parts of the 
earth.” This promise includes our times, for 
the uttermost pagan tribe has not yet been 
evangelized. “If I go not away, the Comforter 
will not come, but if I go I will send Him unto 
you.” The ascension of Enoch and Elijah were 
like the flight of eagles that none may follow, 
but the Ascension of Christ was to bridge the 
chasm between us and the unseen Holy so that 
we might ascend to heaven and the Comforter 
descend to us bringing power. 

As the coming of the Spirit upon Samson 
strengthened his lower faculties, so as to make 
him mighty in bodily vigor, so the coming of 
the Holy Spirit will empower our higher fac- 
ulties, making us Samsons in soul. 

The whole career of Jesus, His work and 
words, were on the lofty table-land of super-_ 
naturalism. When the incarnate Christ came 
to the Jordan to receive baptism and was con- 
secrated after the order of the Levitical priest- 
hood, the Holy Spirit descended upon Him to 
abide, and thus became the Holy Ghost, 
Anglo-Saxon “The Holy Guest,” which He 
could not be until the incarnation had taken 
place. He could then communicate gifts and 
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knowledge unknown to man before. It was at 
the Jordan that the Spirit became the guest of 
the human nature of Christ, and as the Father 
was in the Son by nature, when the Holy Spirit 
entered the human nature of Christ and be- 
came the Holy Guest, then it was literally true 
that in the man Christ Jesus dwelt all the full- 
ness of the Godhead bodily. (Col. 2: 9.) 

The nature of the Spirit’s ministry cannot 
be surgically dissected or mathematically dem- 
onstrated. There is mystery connected with 
all spiritual existence and there are modes of 
operation which the human mind can never 
fathom. But this is true not only of spiritual 
life but of all life. No astronomer can define 
light, no biologist life. They can neither ex- 
plain nor deny it. No finite mind can ever 
know where life begins or how the life-germ 
assimilates to itself a material body. We are 
ignorant of the nature of life and must judge 
of its attributes only by its manifestations; and 
by this same means we may know the Holy 
Spirit, and realize His presence in our lives 
and communities. His effects are manifest in 
human souls. The purpose of God is to save 
the world and He gives His Holy Spirit to 
make His agents efficient in the accomplish- 
ment of His purpose. 


62 THAT FLAME OF LIVING FIRE 


The maxim of Protestantism, of the low 
church, non-ritualistic type, is this: Where the 
Spirit is, there is the Church. The maxim of 
the Roman and sacramentarian is: Where the 
Church is, there is the Spirit. In the first place 
the Spirit creates the Church; in the other the 
Church professedly insures the presence of the 
Spirit. But He dwells only in hearts; not in 
sacraments or in organizations. Hence, no or- 
ganization, however apostolic its history or 
successive its ordinations, can secure the guar- 
anteed presence of the Holy Spirit. 

Architecture and art, music and eloquence, 
numbers and wealth all wait upon the Church 
of today. But somehow we lack power in and 
over the world. | 

As Peter and John were entering the temple 
at the hour of prayer, a man lame from birth 
asked alms. Peter said: “Silver and gold have 
I none, but such as I have, give I unto thee. In 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up 
and walk.” We repeat the story but we fail to 
give the sign. We fight spiritual enemies with 
intellectual weapons, rehearse historic victo- 
ries in the face of present disasters, have what 
Peter had not but lack what Peter had. We 
put our hands in our pockets and give our 
money instead of putting out our hands 
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and giving power. Whyr Because we can- 
not give what we do not have. The only com- 
mandment in the passive voice has been 
ignored. We have not been filled with the 
Spirit. 


3. Hes available to every child of God. 


He is the Channel through whom the love 
of the Father and the grace of the Son are 
poured upon penitent believers. To forsake 
the channel is to miss the stream of blessing. 
The Father’s love and the Son’s sacrifice avail 
us nothing without the personal agency of the 
Spirit applying the provision for our salvation. 
He is the appointed almoner of the divine 
bounty and the messenger of the king’s pardon. 
To despise His person is to miss His blessing, 
to neglect His presence is to be without God in 
this world. 

If a city has a bureau of charities, those of 
its poor who proudly refuse this organized 
help and rely on the general benevolence of 
the city government starve because of their 
folly; are no more unreasonable than are those 
who admit that they are sinners, but are trust- 
ing in the general Fatherhood of God for for- 
giveness while ignoring his bureau of pardon 
through the mediation of his Son, administered 
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by his accredited commissioner, the Holy 
Spirit of Grace. 

Many Christians who are almost destitute 
of Spiritual Strength might become strong 
through the more abundant life which Christ 
came to bestow, if they would only honour with 
an intelligent faith that personality whom he 
has appointed the Lord and Giver of life. 

If you now have a heart hunger to know 
God, a soul longing for His fellowship in abid- 
ing terms of intimacy, open every gateway of 
your being to the Father’s love, borne from 
Him through our Saviour’s mediation, and 
administered in the soul of the willing believer 
by the Holy Spirit. 


4. We may be filled with this Divine Manifes- 


tation. 


That ye might be partly under His influ- 
ence? No; that you might be filled with all the 
fullness of God was the Apostle’s prayer. 
(Ephesians 3: 19.) Was St. Paul, the Apostle 
to the Gentiles, a personal witness to this full- 
ness in his own experience? Listen to Ananias, 
the messenger to Saul, who is waiting in his 
blindness for light. “Brother Saul, the Lord 
even Jesus who appeared unto thee in the way 
thou camest has sent me that thou mayest re- 
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ceive thy sight and be filled with the Holy 
Ghost.” (Acts 9:17.) A little later on we read, 
“Then Saul, who is also called Paul, filled 
with the Holy Spirit, fastened his eyes on a 
certain sorcerer and rebuked him.” (Acts 
P2419.) 

This fullness of the Spirit was Paul’s abiding 
experience. We have the same capacity to re- 
ceive God. But what is the method of its utili- 
zation. Like the atmosphere, He fills every 
vacuum; it is ours to create a vacuum by the 
surrender of every unworthy, every sensuous, 
every sensual agency and by the voluntary re- 
ception to our fullest capacity of the natural 
stimulus for every human soul, the Divine af- 
flatus: “Be filled with the Spirit.” 

When we read several times after Pentecost 
that the disciples were filled with the Holy 
Ghost, ‘““Were they filled once for all at Pente- 
cost, or was the filling repeated again and 
again?” is asked. 

We answer: The question confounds vital 
with mechanical fullness. Dr. William Arthur 
thus illustrates the difference: “Fill a pitcher 
at night with milk and fill a growing baby with 
the same fluid, and in the morning the pitcher 
will be full, the baby will be empty and will be 
crying for more.” All believers are growing 
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in their spiritual capacity and must continu- 
ally appropriate more and more of not only 
“the sincere milk of the word” but also of the 
fullness of the Holy Spirit, the giver and sup- 
porter of spiritual life. 


“Insatiate to this spring I fly; 
I drink and yet am ever dry.” 


At Druid Hill Park in Baltimore is a lovely 
lakelet. I saw it one day, calm as a mirror in the 
sunlight. In the centre of it, rising a few inches 
above the water was a small black object that 
looked like the trunk of a sapling. But as I 
looked at it suddenly there shot from it, leap- 
ing a hundred feet into the air, a sheet of pure 
water that broke into most beautiful curves 
and fell in spray, filling the lakelet with life 
and beauty. And as the sun shone upon it, the 
sky was filled with fragments of rainbows. The 
scene upon which J gazed a moment before 
was transformed by the power of another 
force from above and beyond it. Thus from the 
lofty heights of eternal love there streams 
down into the human heart, rightly connected 
and rightly consecrated, the Divine current by 
which Peter was transformed; by which Paul 
was thrilled and filled; and by which you and 
I may be tranfigured from uselessness and im- 
potency into souls of power and of grace. 
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5. We ought to be thus filled. 


Weare responsible for all the power we pos- 
sess and for all we might have—accountable 
for the influence for good that might emanate 
from our lives had we the fullness of the bless- 
ing of the Gospel of Peace. I have known men 
to stay away from Church lest they might be 
convinced of duty concerning a matter that 
troubled them, never thinking that they were 
culpable not only for the neglect of the hight 
they had, but for the neglect of the opportu- 
nity to get more light. It was against such that 
the most bitter complaint of the Master was 
hurled. “‘But ye will not come unto me that ye 
might have life.” 

Our obligation 1s founded upon the com- 
mand of God. Though all the world needed 
the Gospel and men were hastening into eter- 
nity unprepared, and the Disciples were eager 
to rush out and help them, yet the Saviour’s ° 
order was “Tarry ye in the city until ye be en- 
dued with power from on high. Wait the 
promise of the Father which ye have heard 
from Me. John indeed baptized you with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit not many days hence.” 

The promise of God obligates us to receive 
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the Paraclete. The Father says, “I will pour 
out my Spirit upon all flesh. Your sons and 
your daughters shall prophesy; your old men 
shall dream dreams; your young men shall see 
visions and also upon my servants and my 
handmaidens in those days will I pour out my 
Spirit.” (Joel 2: 28.) Christ the Son takes up 
the Father’s promise, and adds to it fullness 
and definiteness, saying, ‘If ye being evil know 
how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more shall your heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to them that ask him.” Then 
Jesus startled his Disciples with the announce- 
ment “Behold, I send the promise of my 
Father upon you.” (Luke 24: 49.) 

Our own necessities show the oughtness of 
this matter. We were made for the Divine in- 
dwelling; and we never reach our proper 
spiritual sphere until we become the habita- 
tion of God through the Spirit. That steamer 
can never go out of the dock with wind and 
tide both against her till sufficient steam is pro- 
duced and applied. That locomotive is power- 
less to draw the train upgrade without the 
propulsive power of steam. That aeroplane 
may be a perfect structure but will never rise 
from the ground to fulfil its mission in the air 
until power is generated and applied; and we 
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can never meet our moral obligations or per- 
form our spiritual duties if we neglect or re- 
fuse to be filled with the Spirit. That is our 
motor power. 

The needs of those about us demand this of 
us. When I lived in Maryland, though a small © 
boy, I remember the great fire that broke out 
in Salisbury, our neighbouring town; its prin- 
cipal buildings were reduced to ashes. The 
trouble was that they were not expecting a 
fire, and the only two fire-engines in the place 
were out of working order. While the neglect- 
ers stood by regretting the inefficiency of 
their appliances, the city went up in smoke. 
Untoward circumstances frequently reveal 
our spiritual destitution. Some member of our 
household or of our neighbourhood falls sick. 
We are asked to pray for the dying. It is a 
sad plight for a professed Christian not to be 
able to give to a struggling soul a word of 
comfort ere he takes his lonely journey to the 
land of shades. But one destitute of the Spirit’s 
power is not ready for such work. I have seen 
a worse thing happen than the Salisbury fire. 
I have seen a whole community drifting hell- 
ward; the families of saints growing up in 
worldliness; Church members losing influence 
over their own children; earthliness, sensual- 
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ness, devilishness holding high carnival, and 
the only device that God or man ever knew 
for saving such a situation—namely, a thor- 
oughly consecrated Christian life filled with 
the Spirit’s power, was “out of working 
order,”’ 


6. Not to be so filled involves us in a guilty 
responsibility. 

A Brahman recently said to a Christian 
missionary, ‘“‘I have found you out. You’re not 
as good as your Book. If you Christians were 
as good as your Book you would, in five years, 
conquer all India for Christ.” May the Holy 
Spirit so cleanse and fill us that we may be- 
come as good as our Book. “Then will the 
weak ones become as David, and David as the 
angel of Jehovah in valour and strength.” It 
was Whitefield who wisely said he would 
rather have ten members wholly consecrated 
to God and filled with His Spirit than five 
hundred that the devil laughs at in his sleeve.” 

The world awaits the arrival of a new reli- 
gious leader, who has the vision, the tact and 
the courage to live the highest New Testa- 
ment standard of experience and life and 
power, who believes in the whole Bible as a 
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message from heaven, who is dead to the 
world and alive unto God in every atom of his 
being with every capacity filled and every 
power energized by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. “Give me a hundred men,” said John 
Wesley, “who fear nothing but sin and desire 
nothing but God, and I will shake the world; 
and [ care not a straw whether they be clergy- 
men or laymen, and such alone will overthrow 
the kingdom of Satan and build up the King- 
dom of God on earth.” 

If such are the possibilities of the Spirit- 
filled man, why are we not filled? Some are 
filled with something else which they will not 
sacrifice for the Divine fullness. Preoccupied 
like those at the inn at Bethlehem; no room 
for Jesus. Pride and vanity characterize some. 
Lust of the flesh, lust of the eye and the pride 
of life others. Levity in one; worldly-minded- 
ness in another. Dishonest reception of the 
truth here, where we should apply it to our- 
selves; insincerity there, where you do not 
choose to forsake sin. Now it is neglect of 
duty; then it is undue haste. Once it is failure 
to pray; again it is asking amiss. ‘Ye have not 
because ye ask not: Ye ask and receive not 
because ye ask amiss.” Have you petitioned 
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for the Spirit and not received? Remember 
“Tf I regard iniquity in my heart the Lord 
will not hear me.” 

The guilt of this condition is as great as 
the authority of God is great. It is equal to 
all the good you might do if possessed with 
the Spirit’s power. It is measured by all the 
evil we do when not filled. Every Christian 
living below his privilege is a standing mis- 
representation of the God that called him to 
be his representative and to show what the 
Spirit can do in the human life. All that the 
world knows about the Spirit it must learn 
through your lives. You are the world’s bible, 
and the measure with which you are filled is 
the measure of your power with others. No 
wonder the lukewarm professors, not cold 
enough to get out of the Church, not hot 
enough to amount to anything in it, having 
the name but without the power, are said to 
make God sick. (Revelation 3 : 16.) 


7. The effect of the Spirit's fullness would 
justify all the sacrifice necessary to se- 
cure tt. 

There are certain unexpected results of the 

Spirit’s possession. There will be the opposi- 

tion of unspiritual professors, for the opera- 
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tion of the Spirit with you will not be 
understood by some of your friends because 
the work of the Spirit in human lives can only 
be spiritually discerned. There may be an in- 
crease in temptation. Many a lukewarm pro- 
fessor is getting along smoothly because Satan 
never bothers with him. He doesn’t need to. 
He isn’t doing him any harm. Then the 
Spirit-filled man will become burdened for 
others. He ceases to live for himself and seizes 
the throttle valve of the Church and of the 
community in order to run it up the steep 
grade to the summit of moral grandeur and 
spiritual power. 

The expected effects are found in personal 
experience; a deepening and broadening that 
gives empowerment in service, victory over 
personal temptation and a magnetic influence 
over the convictions of others in all of which 
God is made absolutely supreme in our lives, 
loves, purposes and hopes. When Peter told 
the Lord that he loved him, Jesus at once 
tested that love by the question thrice re- 
peated. Then he commissioned him for service. 
To Peter the unfaithful; to Peter the disloyal; 
to Peter the backslidden, Jesus actually said, 
“Feed my lambs. Shepherd my sheep.” But 
a few days pass by and we see this weak man 
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standing up on the day of Pentecost in the pres- 
ence of a multitude, a strong, bold, outspoken 
man of God. The speech of Galilee betrayed 
him; but the power of God possessed him. 
Before scribes and pharisees; before represen- 
tatives of the hierarchy and the people of 
every land he openly declared his loyalty to 
Jesus, bravely charged upon them the murder 
of his Master and preached unto them the 
Gospel, which is the power of God. The Holy 
Spirit had assumed command. 

In the late Civil War, in the absence of 
General Phil Sheridan, the Federal com- 
mander in the Valley of the Shenandoah, his 
army was unexpectedly attacked in camp and 
routed. The soldiers threw down their arms 
and ran like frightened sheep. Their reason 
for running was, they couldn’t fly. Suddenly 
that scared herd of soldiers turned about, met 
and conquered the over-confident foe, regained 
their lost artillery and their abandoned camp, 
and drove General Early and his Confederate 
army in a disorderly retreat and captured their 
artillery. What caused the change from a dis- 
graceful retreat to a glorious victory? It was the 
sudden arrival of their valiant commander, rid- 
ing bareheaded at breakneck speed, standing 
in stirrups, on a foaming horse, charging to 
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the front and waving his command to follow. 

There was a day when the whole Christian 
Church was on the run; “they all forsook 
Him and fled.”’ What transformed that little 
band of one hundred and twenty from a 
shrinking, defeated, cowardly company, and 
made them mighty through God to the pull- 
ing down of strongholds? What caused the 
sudden victory of the Gospel? Something 
must have happened. There is never an effect 
without a cause. It was the sudden arrival on 
the field of contest of the Divine Commander 
in the mysterious, invisible, invincible per- 
sonality of the Holy Spirit, henceforth to be 
the Leader, the Executive of the Godhead 
through the militant hosts of Christ’s Church 
until all the kingdoms of this world have be- 
come the Kingdom of our God and His 
Christ. “” 


IV 


THE MINISTRY OF THE SPIRIT 
GLORIOUS 


“How shall not rather the ministration of the spirit 
be with glory.”—JI Corinthians 3: 8. 


THE Divine law of progress and development 
runs through the Holy Scriptures. From the 
first dawn of revelation when time was young, 
we mark a process of unfolding that bright- 
ened and broadened into noonday. In Jesus 
the Christ we have dispensational fullness 
and perfection—‘‘a kingdom that cannot be 
moved.” No further revelation may be looked 
for until He comes again “‘in his glory, and 
all the holy angels with him.” The impor- 
tance, therefore, of these words on the mission 
of the Holy Spirit must be apparent to us all. 
They lift the veil from an event which were 
otherwise, at once an enigma and a sore 
bereavement—Christ’s departure from the 
world. For is He not the living and personal 


head of the church? How then can He be 
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spared? When he says, “It is expedient for you 
that I go away,” we may well inquire: 


“My Saviour can it ever be 
That I should gain by losing thee?” 


But as He reveals to us the mission and 
work of the Holy Comforter, we begin to un- 
derstand the meaning of His words. It was 
required in the former time that the High 
Priest who had offered the sacrifice upon the 
altar should carry the blood into “‘the Holiest 
of all,” and sprinkle it upon the mercy seat. So 
it was expedient that our Great High Priest, 
who offered Himself in the outer Court, once 
for all, should go “‘into heaven itself, now to 
appear in the presence of God for us.’ And 
while there “‘he ever liveth to make interces- 
sion,’ He has secured that here He shall still 
“prolong his days,” by the vicarious presence 
of the Comforter, ‘The Lord the Spirit,” to 
whose mission and work as the ever-blessed 
reigning representative of our living, though 
absent, Lord, I would now direct your 
thoughts. ~ 


I. THE MISSION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 


1. This was the burden of promise, even as 
the mission of Christ was the burden of proph- 
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ecy. He is called “‘the promise of the Father,” 
“that Holy Spirit of promise.” And though 
never absent from the world, but always pres- 
ent as “the Lord and giver of life,” he was 
given but partially until Christ was glorified. 
Now is the dispensation of the Spirit; to us 
and to our children are fulfilled the prom- 
ises “I will pour water upon him that is 
thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground; I 
will pour my Spirit upon thy seed, and my 
blessing upon thine offspring.” “I will pour 
out of my Spirit upon all flesh.” 

When the Baptist went about the land of 
Judea shaking the hearts of the people with 
the call to repentance, he directed the atten- 
tion of all to the coming of one who would 
“baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire.” 
And the ministry of Jesus was full of the prom- 
ise of the Spirit. The “living water,” which he 
offered to the woman at Jacob’s well, and aft- 
erwards to all the people on the “great day of 
the feast,” was “‘the Spirit which they that be- 
lieve on him should receive.” It was almost 
the last theme which hung upon His lips as 
he stood within the shadow of the cross; and 
nearly the first that He resumed after rising 
from the dead. ‘The same day at evening,” 
He breathed on His disciples and said unto 
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them, “‘receive ye the Holy Ghost.” This was 
the gentle zephyr which ere long waxed into 
the gust of Pentecost. | 

Among the last «words which He spoke 
when about to assume His majesty and reign, 
were these, “‘Behold, I send the promise of my 
Father upon you, but tarry ye in the city of 
Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power 
from on high’— “Ye shall receive power 
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you.” 
The mission of the Spirit was, therefore, no 
unexpected gift, and his anointing in accord- 
ance with the promise of the Father is the 
coronation largess of the King who is a 
“priest upon his throne.” 

2. The mission of the Holy Spirit is in an- 
swer to the prayer of Christ. “I will pray the 
Father and he shall give you another Com- 
forter.” This prayer of our Lord begun on 
earth is still continued in heaven. He has 
taught us that the gift of the Holy Spirit com- 
prehends all good. His words recorded by one 
evangelist are: ‘““How much now shall your 
Father which is in heaven give good things to 
them that ask him?” while another reports 
them: “How much more shall your heavenly 
Father give his Holy Spirit to them that ask 
hime” The Son prays, not because there is any 
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reluctance on the part of the Father to give, 
for the Father loves us with a pitying tender- 
ness beyond all our thought. What an encour- 
agement for us to pray also, seeing that 
prayers are thus consecrated and exalted by 
the example of our Lord. Let us, therefore, 
“draw near with true hearts, in full assurance 
of faith,” for our feeble petitions are pre- 
sented and supported by one whom the Father 
heareth always. 

3. The mission of the Holy Spirit is from 
the Father and the Son. In the economy of 
grace all things are of the Father, through the 
Son, and by the ministry of the Holy Spirit. 
In the Holy Trinity, the unity of the Godhead 
is represented by the Father. In the work of 
Redemption there is official subordination. 
The Son is subject to the Father, and the 
Spirit is subject to the Father and to the 
Son. 

Speaking of Himself, Jesus said, ‘“The word 
that ye hear is not mine, but his that sent me.” 
Speaking of the Spirit, he said, “He shall not 
speak of himself . . . he shall glorify me, for 
he shall receive of mine and shall show it 
unto you.” The Son was sent by the Father 
and the Spirit is sent by the Father and by the 
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Son. “I will pray the Father and he shall give 
you another comforter.” “The Holy Ghost, 
whom the Father will send in my name, even 
the Spirit of Truth which proceedeth from 
the Father.” “If I go not away the Comforter 
will not come unto you; but if I depart I will 
send him unto you.” 

When all things were ready—when “the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the 
world,” was offered up—when the High 
Priest of our profession had passed within the 
veil—then the Holy Spirit came forth, to 
carry on the work, and to convert the provi- 
sions of redemption into the joyous experience 
of the Christian life. The Son glorifies the 
Father, and the Spirit glorifies the Son; and 
by one harmonious work of Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, Almighty God is glorified in 
the salvation of mankind. As we contemplate 
the gift of the Father’s love—the grace be- 
stowed by the well-beloved Son—and the 
communion of the Holy Ghost, our gratitude, 
and love, and worship, are carried up to the 
one God, the infinite and eternal source of 
every good and perfect gift. 

_ There are two mental attitudes—both 
wrong—toward the ministration of the Spirit. 
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The one looks back with longing eyes to the 
glories of the old dispensation as Israel did 
to the leeks and onions of Egypt, but the 
Apostle asks all such, “If the ministration of 
death written and engraven on stones came 
with glory so that the children of Israel could 
not look steadfastly upon the face of Moses 
for the glory of his face which glory was pas- 
sing away; how shall not rather the ministra- 
tion of the Spirit be with glory?” 

There are others who make everything in 
Christianity centre in the facts of Christ’s 
ministry. | asked one such why he never re- 
ferred in sermon or prayer or conversation to 
the Holy Spirit. He replied ‘““The facts about 
Jesus Christ lend themselves better to pulpit 
oratory.” Still others postpone the glory of 
Christianity till some millennial or advent 
glory, spectacular and locally colourful in 
Jerusalem, thinking that such a physical and 
personal presence could be better than the 
abiding presence and power of Jesus through 
the Spirit. “Now he who establisheth us with 
you in Christ and anointed us is God who also 
sealed us and gave us the earnest of the Spirit 
in’ ourihearts,”’\(2 Corsa): 21;'22.) .-Thererwill 
be nothing in millennial glory better than the 
present ministration. 
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II. THE MINISTRATION OF THE HOLY 
SPIRIT 


1. He is the revealer of religious truth. 

By His inspiration the Holy Scriptures were 
written for our learning and our hope. For 
the prophecy came not in old time by the will 
of man, but holy men spake as they were 
‘moved by the Spirit. The Saviour said to his 
Disciples, ‘“‘He shall teach you all things and 
bring to your remembrance all I have said to 
you. He shall receive of mine and shall show 
it unto you.” 

With Divine authority and power He did 
all this, reviving in their memories all that 
Christ had taught. He did more; where the 
Master left off He took up the glorious theme, 
completing the lessons and perfecting the 
scholars. In the Acts of the Apostles and the 
Apocalypse He carried the canon of Holy 
Scripture to a fitting close, and has done His 
work so well that nothing can be added, nor 
can anything be spared from what he has left. 
The truth which concerns the manifestation of 
God in the world and the salvation of sinners 
is in Jesus, full-orbed and in all respects com- 
plete. Therefore the Holy Spirit has every- 
thing at hand which He needs to teach the 
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souls of men. As the Spirit of truth, it is His 
prerogative not only to imprint the truth upon 
the recorded page but to secure its world-wide 
circulation, to effect its transmission unim- 
paired to the last generation, and by His own 
omnipotent grace, through all the ages to en- 
throne it in the hearts of man with saving 
power. Through Him we behold the entire 
firmament of our Father’s love, and a fixed 
horizon of spiritual vision is given the chil- 
dren of light. 

As the personal and living link between the 
absent Lord and his Church, His mission is 
so essential in the economy of grace that a sys- 
tem of religion with all the doctrines and in- 
stitutions of the New Testament, but leaving 
out the Holy Spirit, would not be Christianity. 

2. He is the official representative of our 
Lord and Saviour. He perpetuates the pres- 
ence and power of Jesus Christ in the world, 
glorifies His person, maintains His cause and 
carries on His work. He is called another 
Comforter, that is, a Comforter in the place of 
the Master who has gone away; and yet He 
makes Jesus so manifest to His believing peo- 
ple that it is as though Jesus were still here in 
person. While Christ was living here, the 
Spirit was present in Him, but now that He 
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has withdrawn into the impenetrable mystery 
of the heavenly glory, the Spirit manifests 
Him unto us in all the fullness of His office and 
work. This is better for us than the visible 
residence of Jesus perpetuated in the world. 
It brings Him nearer and reveals Him more 
fully than mere bodily presence could have 
done. 

How often we live with people and do not 
know them truly. Their characters and actions 
need to be seen from a distant viewpoint. So we 
appreciate qualities in our friends who have 
gone away that we did not recognize when 
they were with us. Christ is made known far 
more truly by the Spirit than when in flesh and 
blood He went in and out among us. To be- 
come adequately known He must depart: to 
be really present He must remove. Another 
must enthrone Him in our hearts: before His 
own words of vast significance are translated 
into the living facts of personal experience, 
sublime and glorious: “‘At that day ye shall 
know that I am in the Father and I in you 
and you in me.” 

Let us try to understand what is meant by 
this vicarious presence of the Spirit. Look at 
those disciples of our Lord when the storms of 
hostile disputation burst upon them. See how 
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safe they felt under the protection of their 
Master, how tenderly and carefully He shel- 
tered them from every peril. And though He 
has taken His bodily presence out of the world 
is He not the same Jesus still? Is He not the 
same in His power and love and readiness to 
help all who call upon Him? Is he not actu- 
ated now by the same motives that then moved 
His compassionate heart? If we would go to 
Him now as the disciples did, then what com- 
fort and encouragement, what a feeling of se- 
curity in time of peril, what vigour for every 
Christian service, as we try to live noble and 
pure lives doing good to our fellow men? 
Well, here is the promise of another in His 
place, who shall do for us just what Christ 
would do if He were visibly present with us. 
Moreover since Christ could not in a human 
form be present with all His people at the 
same time, how much better to be represented 
by the omnipresent Spirit—not confined to 
special relations, He is able at once to reveal 
Christ in all His authority, power, love and 
mercy to every believer in every place at the 
same time, filling with all the fullness of God. 

3. Thus we recognize our Comforter and 
Advocate; for the name given him signifies 
both these offices; as COMFORTER He gives 
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us strength and consolation in all the trouble 
and work of life; as ADVOCATE He stands 
with us to help us in the conflict with 
Satan and the evil powers of man, so that we 
are not overthrown but are more than con- 
querors. In this office He-bore down by the 
lips of the Apostles with such a flood of facts 
and arguments that the rulers who arraigned 
them became powerless and panic-stricken 
even as the Lord had promised. “I will give 
you a mouth and wisdom which all your ad- 
versaries shall not be able to gainsay or re- 
sist.” It is not ye that speak but the Spirit of 
your Father that speaketh in you.” This prom- 
ise was literally fulfilled in the apostolic days; 
its verification has adorned the Christian ages 
with pulpits aflame and pews that respond 
with Spirit-filled lives. This official designa- 
tion, Paraclete, is used in the New Testament 
only by St. John. In the Gospel it is rendered 
Comforter, Helper and applied to the Spirit. 
In the Epistle it is Advocate and applied to 
Christ. No single word in our language can 
express all that was meant. In these offices 
Jesus was all in all to His disciples, while 
with them; and the Spirit is no less to them 
that follow Christ, now that He is gone. 

4. As the Executive of the Godhead he 
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“shall convict the world in respect of sin, of 
righteousness and of judgment.” In this three- 
fold power of conviction He brought to the 
conscience the sin of rejecting Jesus, unbelief 
in the Saviour of men. He vindicated right- 
eousness, the righteousness of Jesus showing 
that He was harmless, undefiled and separate 
from sinners, hence that God had made the 
same Jesus whom they crucified both Lord 
and Christ. He revealed judgment, passed 
upon Satan, whose power to prevail over men 
by fraud and force is at an end since Christ has 
triumphed over him. When Jesus ascended 
with His appeal to the court of heaven, the 
decision of the earthly court was reversed; 
and the Spirit came to give forth the sentence 
that those who crucified Jesus were the male- 
factors; convicting the world of unbelief in 
rejecting Christ; vindicating His righteous 
claims as the Saviour of the world. He reveals 
the doom of the world-usurping prince. Satan 
is deposed and progressive amelioration is 
henceforth the law of the kingdom. 

This work of conviction is carried on still. 
Wherever the Gospel is preached with power, 
conviction is brought to the conscience of men 
—conviction of their own sin for which they 
are verily guilty before God. And whenever 
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this conviction ripens into repentance and a 
desire for salvation, there follows the mani- 
festation of righteousness—the righteousness 
of God, the sole ground on which a soul may 
be justified through the atonement and salva- 
tion in Christ; and whenever this mediation 
of Jesus is accepted as an experience, the bond- 
age of sin is broken and the power of Satan is 
judged and ended. Thus is the happy believer 
delivered from the bondage of corruption into 
_ the glorious liberty of the children of God— 
all secured for us by God’s love in Christ Jesus 
through the power of the Spirit. 

5. As the Spirit of God He is the life of the 
believer. Jesus came that we might have life 
and have it more abundantly. And this life is 
imparted when through the mercy of God He 
saves us by the washing of regeneration and 
the renewing of the Holy Spirit. By the 
Spirit Christ is found in us and by His in- 
dwelling as the fountain of living water in the 
soul we are kept in vigorous spiritual life. 

Jesus said “TI will not leave you orphans.” “I 
will come unto you.” Of all orphanage that 
_ which is spiritual is worst, to be without God 
in the world. But we are no longer orphans, if 
we have received the Spirit of adoption. In 
our deepest hearts a divine voice is sweetly 
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saying “‘I will be to you a Father and ye shall 
be my sons and daughters; for because ye are 
sons God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son 
into your hearts crying: Abba, Father.” This 
is the birthright of every child of God. Be- 
cause ye are sons! the Spirit beareth witness. 
If a system of religion without the Holy Spirit 
could not be called Christianity, neither can 
a religionist without the Holy Spirit in his 
heart be called a Christian. ‘For if any man 
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of 
his.”,” 

6. The Holy Spirit prepares believers for 
the service of God. You know how the Lord 
Jesus called and trained His disciples and 
how that teaching was still incomplete when 
He’ went away: But the Paraclete’ in itis 
stead continued the instruction, completing the 
lessons and perfecting the scholars. Jesus had 
said, “Ye shall receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you and ye shall be my 
witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of 
the earth.” This was fulfilled at the Pentecost. 
On that auspicious morning when the promise 
of the Father came, the disciples were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit; and became witnesses 
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for Christ, and commenced to spread the Gos- 
pel to the ends of the earth. 

No such fullness of the Spirit had ever be- 
fore been given to man. Till now the great 
truth kept prominently before the world was 
that of Christ preparing Redemption: this 
was the burden of Old Testament promise and 
prophecy. The Atonement being completed 
and Jesus having ascended to the mediatorial 
throne, the Holy Spirit came to give practical 
effect to the provisions of redeeming love. The 
sound from heaven, the lambent flame, the 
miracle of tongues were but the ushers and 
heralds of the Comforter; the sensuous vest- 
ments, in which He chose to announce His 
presence among men, have ceased. But the 
spiritual and converting power that character- 
ized the Pentecost abides in the church always 
as a permanent result of the Holy Spirit’s pres- 
ence in the heart of the believer. 

In the early records of the Church of Christ 
we see how the Holy Spirit, through the 
agency of Christians, carried on the work of 
Christ in saving men with great success. The 
Holy Spirit sent Philip the Evangelist .to 
preach the gospel of Christ to a nobleman who 
was afterwards converted, baptized and sent 
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on his way rejoicing. The Holy Spirit broke 
the fetters of Jewish prejudice and opened 
the door of faith unto the Gentiles by showing 
Peter that God is no respecter of persons but 
that in every nation he that feareth Him and 
worketh righteousness is accepted of Him. 
The Holy Spirit arrested the rampant perse- 
cutor, Saul of Tarsus at the gate of Damascus, 
converted him into a minister and a witness, 
and made him a chosen vessel to bear the name 
of Christ before the Gentiles and the children 
of Israel. The Holy Spirit selected the fields 
of labour to be first cultivated and directed the 
Church in appointing the labourers, saying, 
‘Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work 
whereunto I have called them.” The Holy 
Spirit also fixed the order in which the mis- 
sionaries should enter those lands, forbidding 
them to preach the word in Asia until it had 
first been carried into Europe and proclaimed 
in Macedonia. The Holy Spirit also directed 
the appointment of pastors over the Churches 
that were formed, and charged them to feed 
the Church of God which He hath purchased 
with His own blood. And as they went every- 
where preaching the word the Holy Spirit 
confirmed their testimony with signs follow- 
ing. On the household of Cornelius, “the Holy 
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Spirit fell as on the Apostles at the beginning.” 
By the ministry of Paul many were turned 
from darkness to light and from the power of 
Satan unto God. Edified by faithful pastors 
the Churches, walking in the fear of the Lord 
and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, were 
multiplied. 

7. The Paraclete perpetuates the work of 
Christ in teaching believers how to pray. How 
beautifully Jesus taught His disciples, first by 
dictating a perfect form of supplication known 
as the Lord’s Prayer, then by revealing God 
as a Father and bringing Him so near and 
showing Him as being so ready and able to 
sympathize and to bless His human children 
that prayer to Him rose up spontaneously, and 
men came to Him for help as naturally as 
children come to their parents. The Holy 
Spirit continues this instruction; as the spirit 
of grace and supplication, “He also helpeth 
our infirmities; for we know not what we 
should pray for as we ought; but the Spirit 
himself maketh intercession for us with groan- 
ings that cannot be uttered; and He that 
searcheth the hearts, knoweth what is the 
mind of the Spirit, because He maketh inter- 
cession for the saints according to the will of 
God.” He teaches us our need. He shows us 
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the infinite provision treasured for us in our 
God. By His presence in our hearts He draws 
us to earnest and believing prayer with its 
joyous answers. 

What a warrant for prayer we have! The 
prayer that is inspired in the believing heart 
by the Holy Spirit and presented at the throne 
by Jesus the Mediator will surely receive an 
answer from God. This is why Jesus said, 
‘Verily, verily, I say unto you that whatsoever 
ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will 
give it you. Hitherto ye have asked nothing in 
my name; ask and receive that your joy may 
be full.” He has so revealed the Father that 
now we know Him as the fountain of all good. 
The Spirit has so revealed the Son that we 
know the value of His spotless name. And as, 
prompted by the Intercessor within, we ask 
in the name of the Intercessor above, the Fa- 
ther is well pleased to hear, and as His gra- 
cious answer comes our cup of joy is full. In 
prayer thus guided, God recognizes the work 
of His own Spirit in the soul of His human 
child; and Jesus lifts the petitions thus indited 
to the throne of grace, and secures their ac- 
ceptance through the merit of His mighty 
name. Such prayer ceases to be a poor human 
production. It becomes God’s own prayer; 


MINISTRY OF THE SPIRIT 95 


inspired by His Spirit, presented through 
Christ, and accepted of the Father; while man 
is the willing, intelligent and happy channel 
~ through which God pours His grace upon a 
needy world. This is praying in the Spirit. 
Thank God for prevailing Israels whose fer- 
vent prayers have moved the arm that moves 
the worlds. They show us that there is still di- 
rect communication between earth and heaven 
and that God Himself has constituted prayer 
one of the mightiest forces of the spiritual 
universe. Though men may scoff and cavil, 
yet the fact remains unchallenged: the effec- 
tual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much. 

8. The Holy Spirit constitutes the Church, 
the dwelling place of Christ. He has come 
that He may abide in us. But he abides, not 
separately from Christ. His presence is Christ 
in us, the hope of glory. Jesus said to His dis- 
ciples, “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the age.” And the promise is ful- 
filled by the ministry of the Spirit. Of such as 
meet for worship in His name He says, ‘“There 
am I in the midst of them.” This promise is 
made good by the Spirit. It was by Him too 
that Paul said, “when it pleased the Father -to 
reveal his Son in me.” Thus the Spirit per- 
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fects the unity of the Church, drawing be- 
lievers together, giving them one heart and 
purpose even as they have one Lord and one 
home in heaven. He reproduces Christ, the 
true heart’s magnet, as we all with unveiled 
face behold as in a mirror the glory of the 
Lord and are changed into the same image 
from glory to glory even as by the Lord, the 
Spirit. And finally the whole Church of Jesus 
Christ, united in faith and love, groweth into 
a holy temple in the Lord, builded together 
for a habitation of God through the Spirit. 
The words of the old creed still stand: “I 
believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and giver 
of life, who proceedeth from the Father and 
the Son, who together with the Father and the 
Son is worshipped, and glorified ; who spake by 
the prophets.” Let us pray for His indwelling 
for without Him we can do nothing. With 
Him we shall see prosperity in our work; we 
shall have no reason to complain that the mas- 
ter is not with us. If the Spirit be with us in 
our ministrations of truth and in our efforts 
to save the lost, we shall find that the glorious 
gospel of the blessed God will make “the 
wilderness and the solitary place glad and the 
desert to rejoice and blossom as the rose.” 


‘Did you ever see a storage battery? Well, —— 
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until it is exhausted it is a transmitter of ac- 
quired power. Then take it to the dynamo. 
Apply the poles. You see nothing. You hear 
nothing. But with the battery in the right place 
and with the right connection and with the 
power turned on, it is charged. Take it out and 
away from the source of its power; and, lo, it 
has become itself a power; but only to impart 
in kind and degree what was received from 
the dynamo. O men and women, bring your 
empty, powerless receptacles to the dynamo 
and let Him fill you with the unspeakable 
unction which shall make you effectual and 
sufficient for all the things before you. By this 
you shall conquer in the present fight, and by 
it shall the world be overcome! , 


V 


CHRISTIAN SERVICE THROUGH THE 
SPIRIT’S POWER 


“But ye shall receive power, when the Holy Spirit 
is come upon you: and ye shall be my witnesses both 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of the earth.’—dActs 1: 8. 


THIs first chapter of Acts is the connecting 
link between the biography of Christ and the 
history of the Christian Church. “The former 
treatise [ made, O Theophilus, concerning all 
that Jesus began both to do and to teach. . . .” 
Christ is the only man whose life work would 
have been described after His death by saying, 
“Fe began.” Most men have finished their life 
at death. Jesus had only begun. We are so to 
embody His spirit that His life shall be lived 
over again. 

So, being assembled together with them, He 
charged them not to depart from Jerusalem, 
but to wait for the Promise of the Father, 
“which,” said He, “ye heard from me.” But 
they asked him, “Lord, dost thou at this time 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” And then they 
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were told, “It is not for you to know times or 
seasons, which the Father hath set within his 
own authority.” Here is a doctrine plainly 
labelled : ‘‘Hands off. It is not for you.” 

How prone we are to ask theoretical ques- 
tions instead of performing practical duties. I 
heard of a man praying, ““O Lord, go out into 
the byways and hedges and compel them to 
come in.” Just what the Master had told him 
to do. 

Here the disciples asked, “Lord, dost Thou 
restorer”, The reply is, “Ye, shall receive 
power, when the Holy Spirit is come upon 
you: and ye shall be my witnesses everywhere.” 

Men are converted for their own salvation. 
They are congregated and organized for the 
salvation of others and they need special in- 
duement for the successful accomplishment of 
their great mission. In order to live and move 
and have their being as Christians, they must 
receive the baptism of power from on high; 
and the text is the mandatory commission of 
Christ to His Church to fulfil the object of its 
creation. In it we have: 

1. The promise of power, “‘Ye shall receive 
power.” 

2. ihe ieee of power, ‘When the he 
Spirit is come.’ 
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3. The purpose of power, “And ye shall be 
my witnesses.” 

The promise of the Father renewed by our 
Lord Jesus Christ, was the gift of power. 
It is found in the Old Testament. 

Proverbs 1:23. “I will pour out my spirit 
unto you.” 

Isaiah 44:3. “I will pour out my spirit 
upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine off- 
spring.” 

Ezekiel 36: 27. “I will put my spirit within 
Voter 

Joel 2: 28. “I will pour out my spirit upon 
all flesh.” 

Jesus brought the dawn of Pentecost to the 
hearts of men when, His followers being as- 
sembled together, He charged them not to de- 
part from Jerusalem but to wait for the prom- 
ise of the Father, ‘“‘whom they that believe on 
me shall receive.” “For John indeed baptized 
with water, but ye shall be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit not many days hence.” 

It was not intended that an appointed rep- 
resentative of Jesus Christ should live an im- 
potent life. Our present uselessness as Chris- 
tians is not our Father’s best plan for us, nor 
have we scaled the heights to which we are 
called. We have had clear promises, ample 
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directions and brilliant examples to teach us 
the possibilities of spiritual power. 

The condition ts to wait in God’s appointed 
place and way. The place was once Jerusalem, 
where God in an especial way revealed Him- 
self to man, but the circle gradually widened 
as the testimony spread through Judea and 
over Samaria unto the uttermost parts of the 
earth. The places not then discovered were 
all included. Like the ever-widening circles 
of water into which a stone has been cast, the 
gospel, from its original centre in Jerusalem, 
shall spread till the earth is encircled in its 
circumference. These localities trace the en- 
larging circles in beautiful sequence. The 
word should go forth from Zion unto the ut- 
termost parts of the earth. It is the widening 
spiritual range expressed in this last phrase 
that gives us hope for America; yes, and for 
the American possessions in the isles of the 
sea. 

Once men made pilgrimages to the temple 
and once the disciples were to tarry in the 
city; but now wherever two or three meet to- 
gether in the name of Jesus, the Triune of 
God of Sinai, Calvary and Pentecost is pres- 
ent and ready to baptize with the Holy Spirit 
and with Fire. 
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The appointed way is through the gate of 
prayer and obedience. It is a great step toward 
getting power when we feel the lack of it. 
“Blessed are they that do hunger and thirst 
after righteousness, for they shall be filled.” 
A sense of want is the key to the Divine 
plenty. “Ask and it shall be given you, seek 
and ye shall find; knock and it shall be opened 
unto you”; asking, seeking, knocking, all these 
are but expressions of lack. The Laodicean 
Church was lukewarm, because it felt no lack, 
saying, “I am rich, and increased in goods, 
and have need of nothing.” Take that as a 
beacon of warning. The sense of need is the 
soul’s answer to God’s plenty; the sense of 
weakness, the first condition of power. “Most 
gladly, therefore, will I rather glory in my in- 
firmities, that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me.” Paul knew this when he said: 
“When I am weak, then am I strong.” The 
Pharisee felt no lack and received no blessing; 
but the Publican, conscious of his need, went 
away justified. 

The next step toward the possession of 
power is a knowledge of the lines along which 
it works, the laws according to which it moves 
and acts. Knowledge of the laws of any force 
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and obedience to those laws, brings the force 
obedient to the knowing, obeying one. 

Long and patient study in science has given 
to men dominion over many of the forces of 
nature; but in the realm of the spiritual we 
are as yet in our infancy. “The wind bloweth 
where it listeth, and thou hearest the voice 
thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, 
and whither it goeth”; the wind is the type of 
vagrancy. ““The wind goeth toward the south, 
and turneth about to the north; it whirleth 
about continually, and the wind returneth 
again according to His circuits.” Science tells 
us that the winds are under law. It has found 
fEolus of whom Virgil sang, and can tell 
whence and whither the winds blow. So we 
find that spiritual power is under law. Meet 
the conditions and the power comes; fail in 
these and forfeit power. The condition is 
prayer coupled with obedience. 

Christ received the Spirit in this way, wait- 
ing upon God. From the hour of His baptism 
He had power over Satan in the desert; and 
in the lives of men, power to heal lepers, give 
sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, life to 
the dead; power to speak words that have 
flamed in the dome of human thought as stars 
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do at midnight in the blue above us. The Spirit 
was given to Him without measure. The two 
simple conditions were obedience and prayer. 
When John protested against baptizing one 
better than himself, Jesus replied: “Suffer it 
to be so now; for thus it becometh us to fulfil 
all righteousness.” It was a part of God’s com- 
mandments, “Christ, though a Son, yet learned 
He obedience, by the things that He suffered.” 
“He was obedient unto death.” “It is my meat 
and my drink to do my Father’s will.” The 
key to that wonderful prayer He taught the 
disciples is, ‘“Thy will be done.” The one pur- 
pose that runs through all His mission, from 
the day when He said, ‘‘I must be about my 
Father’s business,” till He bowed submissive 
on the cross with, “Not my will, but thine be 
done,” the backbone of His life into which | 
gathered all the system of thought and action, 
suffering and doing, was the steady, persistent 
will to do God’s will, obedience to God’s law. 

The second condition was prayer. ‘‘Jesus, 
being baptized and praying, the heaven opened 
and the Holy Ghost descended in bodily 
shape like a dove upon Him.” Upon the pray- 
ing Christ the Spirit descends, upon the pray- 
ing Christ the Spirit abides. When He would 
have wisdom to choose His followers, He 
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prays; He was transfigured while praying; 
angels ministered unto Him in Gethsemane 
while in prayer; Obedience and prayer then, 
-are the two hinges upon which the golden 
gates of heaven turn that the Holy Spirit 
might descend into the life of Christ, bring- 
ing power. His success dates from that mo- 
ment in His ministry. Obedience and prayer! 
brought the answer. 

The same law applied to the disciples; it 
held good at Pentecost. While they waited in 
simple obedience to the known will of Christ 
the gift of power was bestowed. Moreover, 
“they were all with one accord in prayer and 
supplication.” As a natural result God opened 
the windows of heaven above them, and 
poured out such a blessing that there was not 
room enough to receive it. Upon obedient, 
praying disciples of Christ, the Spirit came. 
We have here, then, in two different cases, the 
Holy Spirit coming in power upon the same 
conditions. A moment’s thought will show us 
how thoroughly scientific this is. Obedience 
to natural law, “Communion with nature, in 
her invisible forms,” gives to men the mastery 
of her secrets. 

Newton discovers the law of gravitation, 
Watt masters the steam, Franklin captures the 
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lightning, Edison controls electricity, by obey- 
ing law and communing with nature. Domin- 
ion over forces of earth, sea and sky, are con- 
ditioned by obedience to law and by commun- 
ion with the forces that work according to law. 
So in the spiritual realm, power comes to the 
soul obedient to God, in prayerful communion 
with God. So it has always been; so it must 
ever be. It is a natural law in the spiritual 
world. To confer spiritual power upon the 
disobedient would be to confirm disobedience 
and to risk the abuse and misuse of the gift. 
Such power cannot, in the nature of things, be 
given to the soul out of sympathy with God. 
Obedience and prayer, then, are the condi- 
tions. To give it unasked would not lead to 
communion with its author. God does bestow 
His natural blessings, rain and sunshine, un- 
conditionally; but history shows that the nat- 
ural blessings do not lead souls to commune 
with God. But God wants to take up His abode 
in the believer. He yearns to inspire in every 
human soul the gladness of filial feeling in 
place of the dread and foreboding of punish- 
ment, which haunts conscious guilt. His per- 
sonality impenetrates our spirit in proportion 
to the perfectness of our surrender: It was a 


wise remark of Gordon that the spirit like the ——-~ 
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wind always moves toward a vacuum. By en- 
tire consecration make your heart vacant of 
all love of the world, and the Holy Spirit 
will come in Pentecostal power and fill the 
vacuum. This highest upreach of faith is pos- 
sible only to the deepest submission of the 
human will. 

There are two questions of prime im- 
portance alike in mechanics and in the mental 
and spiritual world. The one is a question of 
power; the other is a problem of the right use 
of power. It makes a distinct epoch in the life 
of a child when he learns the meaning and the 
use of his own muscles, when he decides his 
points of contact with the earth by two and 
walks instead of creeping. It is a great step in 
the forward march of the race, when man 
masters the beast of burden and is carried 
without weariness to himself. The circle, of 
which man is the centre, widens with every 
new mastery of power. The sighing winds row 
his boats, the rushing river grinds his corn, 
fire and water yoked together haul his freight, 
the lassoed lightning carries his messages. 
Next to the question of how to get power, lies 
the question of the right use of power. One 
had better creep all his days than have the up- 
right body degrade the mind; it is safer to be 
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a pilgrim and a burden-bearer than to be hur- 
ried on by a runaway horse, better to row upon 
the surface of the water than to be hurried by 
the raging wind to the depths of the sea. A 
river, like Samson, may grind grain for a 
season, and then, laying hold of the pillars, 
destroy the very lives it has been strengthen- 
ing. Power is one thing; the right use of power 
is quite another. 

In the mental world the great problem for 
education is the realization of its own name, 
the leading forth of the natural powers of 
man. From Kindergarten to University, the 
question is how to get power, to make the 
mind bring forth, as the Almighty made the 
earth bring forth in the dawn of the world’s 
day. Education gives power, but fails to give 
mastery over power or to teach the right use 
of power. Too often it is like the prism, break- 
ing up the mental energies into beautiful 
colors that broaden taste at the expense of 
power. The world needs sun-glasses and not 
prisms, concentration and not diffusion of 
mental energy. Education may give temper 
and edge to the mind but leave it like the ape 
with the razor to cut its own throat through 
the lack of knowledge as to the right use of 
power. Intellect without moral sense is devil- 
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ish, mental power without moral balance is 
satanic. The sins that shame us for our kind 
were committed through ignorance, the 
crimes that startle by knowledge. Knowledge 
is power, but better be weak than use power 
wrongly. 

Power possessed may be used in mechanics 
and in mind as one pleases. One may manu- 
facture what he pleases in one case, or choose 
his calling or profession in the other. But spirit- 
ual power cannot be turned aside from its 
proper use; indeed, it cannot be used at all but 
uses the one upon whom it comes. Men cannot 
use spiritual power but must be used by it. 

Itis said of Christ after the Spirit came upon 
him: “And immediately the Spirit driveth 
Him into the wilderness.” During all His after 
life there was necessity laid upon him. The 
power that came upon His disciples was not a 
gift to be used at pleasure but an energy that 
used them to witness for Jesus. He is not 
promised to restore bodily vigour or mental 
grasp, but to witness for Christ. If health is 
needful, then health will be given; if mental 
power, then that will be given. But the mission 
of the Spirit is to glorify Christ. 

Life is of little worth except as it witnesses to 
something better and nobler than itself. Jesus 
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came to do the will of His Father. Paul glori- 
fied in the cross of Christ. Martin Luther was 
lifted into power by the rising tides of the 
Protestant Reformation. Oliver Cromwell was 
held in place by the principles he adopted. 
Abraham Lincoln is known as the emancipator 
of African slaves; Wendell Phillips as the 
champion of the oppressed coloured man, and 
John G. Woolley as the beacon light of the 
Temperance reform. 

It is only as the single life becomes identified 
with, stands for, witnesses to, some mighty 
principle of righteousness that it is lifted as a 
beacon above the surging tide, and flashes its 
light across the waves that sob about it, dash 
against it and sing its praises. 


THE PERSON WHO GIVES THIS POWER FOR 
SERVICE IS THE HOLY SPIRIT 


All power has a spiritual origin. My muscu- 
lar power by which I speak these words origi- 
nates not in my nervous system, nor in my 
brain, but in my spirit of which the body is the 
organ. The forces in ceaseless activity about 
me,—gravitation, heat, magnetism and elec- 
tricity,—are not in the last analysis to be as- 
cribed to matter, but to the mind of their 
Creator, who, while He transcends matter, is 
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in touch with every particle by His immanence. 

We are now in the region of mystery. But in 
religion there are no greater mysteries than in 
science, if you get down to the bottom of things 
and ask questions. For all beginnings are mys- 
terious. If you reject Christianity because of 
its mysteries, you have started on the road 
which subverts all science. We cannot tell how 
the might of the Spirit of God is imparted to 
the inner man, but we know it is the endowment 
of power for larger service. 

Professor Austin Phelps remarks: “Next to 
the mystery of Three Persons in one divine 
nature is the habitation of the human spirit by 
the Divine Spirit,” interpenetrating its sub- 
stance, pervading all the faculties of the brain 
and mind, becoming the life of its life, the soul 
of its soul, in a sense in which no other union 
makes any approximation. He that is joined to 
the Lord is one spirit. This mystical union is 
symbolized by the human body united with the 
head, the union of husband and wife, the de- 
pendence of the temple on its corner stone. 
Paul had a union with Christ by the Holy 
Spirit so intimate that he speaks of his own 
heart throbbing in the bosom of the Lord, “For 
God is my witness how greatly I long after 
you in the bowels of Jesus Christ.” (Phil. 
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1:8.) Here we have an illustration of the in- 
dwelling of God in the believer and of the be- 
liever in God. Both personalities are retained, 
but mentally interpenetrated. Such a person 
dwells in God because insphered in His 
mighty personality and encompassed by His 
love. 

This sublime indwelling is the strongest pos- 
sible expression for the union of God and the 
believer. This relation begirds weakness with 
Omnipotence. It arches the future with the 
rainbow of hope. It makes man mighty 
through God, to the pulling down of strong- 
holds and the upbuilding of righteousness. 

The Spirit dwells, not in the mass of Chris- 
tians organized into the Church, but in the 
heart of the individual believer. Man was 
created like God, in ‘his mental, moral and 
spiritual constitution. In his body and soul he 
is related to the animal orders. But in his spirit, 
the dome of his nature’s full skylights, he is 
related to the spiritual intelligences above him, 
and has the capacity of becoming the habita- 
tion of God through the Spirit. 

As Adam was made a son of God within the 
sphere of creaturehood, he became a temple of 
the Holy Spirit; and the only begotten Son, was 
His temple in the sphere of divinity. As God 
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finished the first creation by breathing the life- 
giving spirit into Adam’s body, so Christ 
finished the new creation of His disciples when 
He breathed on them, and said: “Receive ye 
the Holy Ghost.” The Spirit received is the 
beginning of the new creation. As Adam’s fall 
caused the withdrawal of the Spirit when he 
lent his ear to the tempter’s falsehoods, so his 
restoration is complete when the risen Christ 
breathes that Spirit anew into the soul that 
turns its ear in total and irreversible self-sur- 
render. Thus the last Adam becomes to every 
believer a quickening Spirit by imparting the 
Paraclete, the Lord of Life, as an indwelling 
Comforter. 

In all ages there have been witnesses to this 
conscious indwelling of the Spirit. These have 
been few and discredited in eras of rationalism, 
and stigmatized as mystics and fanatics in pe- 
riods of formalism; but they have been numer- 
ous and have been received with credence in 
the most spiritual eras and sections of the 
church. Their testimony is confirmed by their 
deadness to sin and self and by their fullness 
to joy and power. Probably there are more such 
witnesses today than ever before. The age of 
the most notable miracles is now in the full 
zenith of its glory. They are visible in every 
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land where the gospel is preached in faith. 
“Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir 
tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the 
myrtle tree,” instead of the bad man, through 
the supernatural transfiguration of the Holy 
Spirit, a good man shall be found; instead of 
the drunkard, a sober man; instead of a thief, 
an honest man; instead of the profane, a pray- 
ing man. “And it shall be to the Lord for aname 
and for an everlasting sign which shall not be 
cut off.” We are dying of naturalism. Only the 
supernatural will save us. We need the dem- 
onstration of its presence in pentecostal 
equipment to save lost souls. This is the stand- 
ing miracle of Christianity attending every 
true church, that with a tongue of fire pro- 
claims the big realities of the Christian faith. 
Spiritual miracles in regenerating depraved 
and wicked men are standing proof of the 
divinity of the Spirit. This supreme miracle 
of the Holy Ghost was thus proclaimed by 
Paul: ‘‘Fornicators, idolators, adulterers, ef- 
feminate, abusers of themselves with mankind, 
nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards shall 
inherit the kingdom of God.” (I Cor. 6: 9-10.) 
What a rogues gallery is this! as vile a gang as 
ever broke jail. What can the Holy Spirit do 
for such but abandon them? But hold! Let us 
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read further : ““And such were some of you, but 
ye are washed; ye were sanctified, but ye were 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by 
the Spirit of your God.” The Paraclete has 
transformed them all into a company of saints 
bearing the image of Christ and has made them 
candidates for promotion to thrones beside the 
archangels. Bad men made good men requires 
as great an exercise of power as to fill the firma- 
ment with stars. This change of the nature from 
sin to holiness in the twinkling of an eye is the 
work Christ had in mind when he said: 
“Greater works than these shall ye do.” 

Here we have it. Man is a spirit capable of 
conscious contact with the Great Spirit. He 
has a religious nature capable of receiving 
God. His rational being is surmounted by a 
crystal dome through which there streams 
down into the depths of his being supernatural 
light, above the brightness of the sun, convict- 
ing of sin, and to the penitent believer reveal- 
ing the personal Saviour, and transforming 
him into His'image, making him a partaker of 
the divine nature through the new birth 
wrought by the Holy Spirit. His regenerating 
power felt in the human heart is the everlast- 
ing “sign” or miracle, which Isaiah says, 
“shall not be cut off.” 
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How may we get this power? It comes only 
by the advent into our lives of the Holy 
Spirit; it abides only with His presence. Some 
want the blessing without the Blesser. It comes 
not that way. It is not an abstract something 
apart from personality. But the Spirit can 
interpenetrate the soul, impart spiritual life, 
and lodge the transforming principle at the 
very core of our being. Yes, He Himself with 
my free consent makes my heart His earthly 
Holy of Holies, imparting and conserving 
strength of character at the fountain of ac- 
tion and motive. This He can do better than 
could Jesus in the flesh. For the Comforter 
does not take up His abode merely in my 
body, nor in my intellect, nor in any one of 
my mental powers; but in my spirit which 
he found in an unused condition and filled 
with His subtle energies, which stream forth 
quickening intellect, sensibilities and will, 
chastening every bodily appetite and thus 
sanctifying the material organism through 
which the spirit acts. Not in what we seem, 
but in what we are, does the Spirit take His 
abode. Possessing the unexplored recesses of 
our spirit, after our voluntary surrender, He 
is in a position to inspire and guide us in- 
dividually through the perils of our proba- 
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tion, to strengthen us for the journey of life. 
But when He operates we must co-operate 
or we shall not get power. 

There are two manifestations of the spirit- 
ual power in the New Testament, the em- 
powerment of Christ and the empowerment 
of the apostles. In both cases it was the direct 
gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus stands out in history as distinct from 
His fellows in spiritual power. We do not 
think of Him as specially strong physically 
nor simply as mighty mentally. His unique 
strength is in His spirituality. He filled and 
thrilled men’s minds with vital and vitalizing 
power. As God breathed into the dust of Eden 
the breath of life and created out of it living 
souls, so Christ breathes a spiritual energy 
into the souls of men, and brings life and im- 
mortality to light. Where did he get this 
power? I will undertake to prove that it dates 
from the banks of the Jordan. Up to that time 
His life was not worth recording. His birth, 
His circumcision, His baptism, His flight 
into Egypt, His return and visit to the Tem- 
ple, His gradual growth in favour with God 
and man are the barest outlines. He was not 
known even to John until the mighty Spirit 
descended upon Him. That moment he was 
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clothed with power for divine service. For 
‘God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Spirit and with power, who went about 
doing good, and healing all that were op- 
pressed of the devil, for God was with Him; 
and we are witnesses of these things and so 
also is the Holy Spirit.” 

The same is true of the disciples and the 
early church. Just before the ascension Christ 
said to the eleven: ‘“Tarry ye in the city till 
ye be embued with power from on high.” Re- 
turning to the sacred city they tarried to re- 
ceive the promise of the Father. The world 
went its wicked ways. Judaism went through 
its routine of formalism. Rome trod the wine- 
press, crushing out human life beneath its 
bloody tread. The only hope lay in the heart 
of that little company of believers, locked in 
an upper room; but they were powerless to 
lead the world to Christ. Still they tarried 
and prayed, waiting for power. “And when 
the day of Pentecost was fully come, they 
were all together in one place, and suddenly 
there came a sound from heaven, as of a rush- 
ing mighty wind, and it filled all the house 
where they were sitting, and there appeared 
unto them cloven tongues like as of fire; and 
it sat upon each of them, and they were all 
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filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to 
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave 
them utterance.” As the Spirit operated they 
co-operated; and hence, the power was mani- 
fested, so that by that little band in that upper 
room three thousand souls were converted 
under the preaching of one sermon; and the 
glorious gospel of the blessed God was 
heralded everywhere from that little room 
in Jerusalem, through Judea, to Samaria, 
unto the uttermost parts of the earth. ““We 
cannot but speak the things which we have 
seen and heard.” (Acts 4: 20.) It was like fire 
in their bones. No man can tell an experience 
until he has it; if he has it he must tell it. 

The purpose of this baptism of power 1s the 
salvation of the world. I have no doubt 
that God in His infinite wisdom and with the 
resources at His hand might have provided 
some other means, and left you and me out 
of the plan; but He has ordained that the 
salvation of the race and the responsibility 
for it shall rest upon individuals. Human 
agency making known the atonement in 
Christ, and His saving power, is the plan 
adopted. I did not say “human instruments”; 
there are no such things. We are agents. An 
ax is the instrument with which the wood- 
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man cuts; it is the tool with which the car- 
penter works; it cannot help being used; it 
knows nothing of diligence, idleness, fidelity 
or guilt. None of these terms is appropriate 
to an instrument. We are no instruments in 
God’s hands or in anybody’s hands. We are 
responsible agents, exerting a conscious or 
unconscious influence, lowering or lifting the 
world; standing as examples. We make people 
better or worst, suggesting by our presence 
the spirit of the Master or shutting off some- 
one’s view of the Holy One. 

Everybody is somebody’s hero, influencing 
his life, either giving some boy or girl right 
views of life or setting them an example that 
leads them astray. Every man has his in- 
fluence, even as the wooden Indian in front 
of a cigar store used to have; that is what he 
was there for. If every man has an influence, 
then Christians must have a mission. It is 
ours so to live that the world, all-forgetful 
of God and indifferent to His Son, shall be 
reminded of Jesus every time they come in 
contact with us. It must become impossible 
to forget Jesus wherever a Christian is found. 

Jesus came into the world to save it, and 
commissioned His church to complete. His 
well begun work.. He promised them power 
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to take up the work where He should leave it 
off. He laid the plans for the world’s salva- 
tion; we are to carry them out. He made pro- 
vision for the needs of the race; we are to 
lead the race to the source of supply. ‘This is 
done by witnessing to the truth. The power 
of Christian testimony is the demand of the 
church and the crying need of the world. 
The divine purpose of saving the world is 
to be compassed by moral conviction; and 
this He wills to accomplish through the 
truth, extended by its recipients unto those 
who have it not. Yet the most difficult con- 
viction to burn into the mind is that which 
everybody admits, namely, that it is the duty 
of the saved to save the unsaved. Nothing but 
an omnipresent power of unselfishness can 
dominate the mind and cause it to make the 
self-sacrificing choice. Ah, here, as nowhere 
else, will be demonstrated the sincerity or the 
veneer of our religion, the reality or the fic- 
tion of our loyalty to Jesus. Self denial is the 
touchstone of every love and of every loyalty. 
The question of the heathen being saved with- 
out the gospel dwindles in the presence of the 
greater personal question, “‘Can I be saved if 
I refuse to give it to them?” His commission 
to His Church through His disciples is un- 
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mistakable; it has the authority of an unre- 
stricted command; nothing is optional, every- 
thing mandatory. The converted must convert 
the unconverted. 

No infidel can answer a testimony for Jesus. 
The power of the early church was in its 
testimony. ‘“‘Ye are my witnesses,’ said the 
Master. “This Jesus did God raise up, 
whereof ye are all witnesses,”’ said the apostles. 
(Acts 2:32.) And with great power gave 
the apostles their witness of the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus and great grace was upon 
them all. (Acts 4:32.) They declared that 
they had not followed cunningly devised 
fables when they made known the power and 
the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, for they 
were eye witnesses of his majesty. Paul always 
became happy when he told of his experience. 
Methodism came into her power as a witness. 

“Go ye into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature.” What is preaching 
the gospel but a proclamation of the truth 
and a testimony of its power to save? For “the 
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” 
So Peter was preaching an ideal sermon when 
he declared, “Jesus of Nazareth, how that 
God anointed him with the Holy Ghost and 
with power; who went about doing good, and 
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healing all that were oppressed of the Devil; 
for God was with him. And we are witnesses 
of all things which he did both in the country 
of the Jews and in Jerusalem; whom also they 
slew, hanging him on a tree. Him God raised 
up the third day, and gave Him to be made 
manifest, not unto all the people, but unto 
witnesses, that were chosen of God, even to 
us, who did eat and drink with Him after he 
rose from the dead. And he charged us to 
preach unto the people, and to testify that this 
is he, who is ordained of God to be the Judge 
of the quick and dead. To him bear all the 
prophets witness, that through his name every- 
one that believeth on him shall receive remis- 
sion of sins.” 

If the world is ever taken for Christ it will 
be done by the power of Christian testimony. 
The requisites for a Christian witness are: a 
knowledge of the facts externally, and a firm 
adherence to Christ inwardly. The very es- 
sence and object of the apostolic office was to 
witness to the doings and sayings of Jesus. Paul 
was commissioned to be a witness unto all 
men of what he had heard and seen. With a 
similar mission John, near the close of the 
first century, wrote: “That which was from 
the beginning, that which we have heard, 
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that which we have seen with our eyes, that 
which we beheld, and our hands handled, con- 
cerning the Word of Life declare we unto 
you also, that ye also may have fellowship 
with us; yea, and our fellowship is with the 
Father, and with His Son, Jesus Christ; and 
these things we write, that our joy may be 
fulfilled.” 

Such declarations afford no room, no inter- 
val of time, no chance for the intervention of 
fabrication, for the forming of traditions, 
legends or myths. Our Gospels are the plain 
records of the actual spectators and constant 
observers of the Son of God. They were eye- 
witnesses of His Majesty; they saw and knew 
the facts in order to be the official retailers 
of the history. 

An empowerment was needed in order to 
testify for Christ, because the testimony re- 
lates to a matter of experience; and we must 
have the experience before we can tell it. 

Spiritual power is power to witness for 
Christ, the “Son of Righteousness.” Willing- 
ness to do this, shown in obedience and prayer, 
will bring the power; unwillingness forfeits 
it. Our everyday lives must be devoted to this 
mission of testimony. The salt of the earth 
witnesses wherever it preserves, the light of 
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the world witnesses wherever it shines, the 
leaven witnesses wherever it pervades. In the 
home, the kitchen, the nursery, the parlour; 
in the store, clerking or running errands; com- 
ing or going on the street; conversing or 
voting at the polls; buying or selling at the 
market place, ‘Ye shall be my witnesses.” A 
printed page as truly as a volume bears testi- 
mony to the art of printing. A single leaf 
bears testimony to the life of a tree as well 
as a Close grained limb; and a cup of cold 
water or the widow’s mite, in the name of Jesus 
tells the world as truly of Him as did the 
tomb of Joseph or the hundredweight spices 
of Nicodemus. 

The salvation of the world is linked with 
the sacrifice of Christ. The sacrifice of Christ 
must be proclaimed by His followers; this 
proclamation must produce moral conviction. 
Moral conviction depends on the presentation 
of facts by witnesses. These witnesses must 
have a knowledge of the facts and an experi- 
ence of the salvation. Such qualifications 
imply the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Such 
an empowerment will enable us to convince 
and convict the world of sin. Such an effect 
is prerequisite to its salvation. We must have _ 
power with God to have power with men. It 
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was that which put the power of preaching 
in our own Master. His first sermon from a 
text in Isaiah grew out of his own experience: 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; because 
he hath anointed me to preach the good 
tidings to the poor; he hath sent me to pro- 
claim release unto the captive, and recover- 
ing of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them 
that are bruised, to proclaim the acceptable 
year of the Lord.” What it did for Jesus it 
will do for us. 

The Church may have wealth and in- 
fluence, magnificent chandeliers and stained- 
glass windows, rich carpets and comfortable 
cushioned pews, fine singing and eloquent 
preaching, and still lack the power of God 
that saves lost souls. A church with all these 
accomplishments but without power is like a 
painted flame. It may display the artist’s skill 
but it gives out neither light nor heat. 
Churchly creeds and organizations can never 
supply the witnessing power of the spirit. All 
without this is dead. I have walked down 
their stately aisles, have seen their dim relli- 
gious lights, and a voice seemed to whisper, 
“Tread softly, you are among the dead.” 

What is true of the church collectively is 
true of its members individually; they lack 
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power. In the early days of Methodism the 
fathers were a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works; they lived near to God, and re- 
ceived some of the energy of His infinite life. 
The congregation of such numbers meant a 
cyclone of spiritual power that swept vast 
communities and made the workers of iniquity 
tremble. The world expects such energy from 
individual believers today. Christ is the same 
yesterday, today and for ever. If we do not 
have power, the fault is with us; and the 
world knows it. Moral obligation implies 
gracious ability; in every ought there is an 
implied can. Whatever the duty the Spirit 
prompts a person to perform, the same Spirit 
will enable him to accomplish. The subjects 
of this gift were to be the members of Christ’s 
body. You are the members of Christ’s church. 
Do you possess the gift of power? To this ye 
are called, “Did ye receive the Holy Spirit 
when ye believed?” “I am come unto you that 
ye might have life, and that ye might have it 
more abundantly.” “Now the God of hope 
fill you with all joy and peace in believing 
that ye may abound in hope through the 
power of the Holy Spirit.” (Rom. 15: 13.) 
The measure in which the Spirit is im- 
parted to believers is in exact proportion to 
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the completeness of their submission and 
faith. By a total and irreversible self-surren- 
der we may have the fullness of the blessing 
of the gospel of peace. The little twig is filled 
with the vital elements which flow to it from 
the vine. The mysterious something which we 
call life, the mysterious something which we 
call nature, that which determines the quality 
of the fruit and leaf and the nourishment 
which provides for growth—all these are 
present in normal activity up to the full meas- 
ure of the twig’s capacity to receive them. 
The normal union of the believer in Christ 
is one which implies a similar fullness. It is 
permanent, not fitful. It is abiding, not back- 
sliding. It gives one the Christian graces for 
holy living and spiritual power for successful 
service. 

I heard only this morning in our young 
men’s prayer meeting of some children who 
with their little hatchets were cutting at the 
trunk of a giant oak. Their strokes would 
have made no impression in months. But that 
day a storm arose and in a flash of lightning 
God splintered that tree to pieces. So our ef- 
forts to pull down strongholds may be very 
feeble but they will show intention, and God 


interpreting our purpose as a prayer will an-~~ 
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swer by fire and by the Holy Spirit, and do 
more for us in a moment than our efforts 
could ever accomplish for him without this 
aid. 

Our beloved editor and author, Dr. George 
Elliott has written some verses setting forth 
a union of the messages of Creation, of Christ- 
mas and of Pentecost. He shows how the 
spiritual birth had its beginning in the order 
of nature, its centre in the incarnation, its cli- 
max in the day of Pentecost. 

Almighty Spirit, whose creative power, 

Brooding o’er chaos, made its darkness cease: 


Rest on our hearts, we pray, with wings of love 
And change our anarchy to perfect peace. 


O Holy Dove, whose generative grace 
Gave birth to Jesus on the Christmas morn, 
Ordain these souls of ours with life divine 
That Christ, in all of us, may be reborn. 


Thou heavenly gift of our Ascended Lord, 
Thou Breath of God and glowing tongue of fire: 
The Church, his body, which was born that day, 
‘To full communion with thy Light inspire. 


~ You probably have knowledge of the load- 
stone—or leading-stone—because of its tend- 
ency, when suspended, to point north and south. 
It was well known to the ancients and was 
called by the Greeks, Magnes, from Magnesia, 
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the city in Asia Minor from which the supply 
came. This mineral is an ore of iron, having 
the power of attracting unto itself, or being 
attracted by, any product of iron. This at- 
traction is exerted just the same through a 
board partition, paper, glass or any other non- 
magnetic substance. This original magnetic 
power may be communicated to iron or steel, 
so that they become artificial magnets to at- 
tract and impart attraction, better adapted to 
contact with their kind. Besides, there are 
compound magnets, composed of many pieces 
of metal properly magnetized. If you take a 
bundle of steel wires, rub them thoroughly 
in one direction with a magnet, you find on 
testing them separately that only those on the 
outside of the bundle have become strongly 
magnetized. The reason is that the others did 
not come into actual contact with the load- 
stone. But when each is treated to an individ- 
ual application and all then bound together 
in one, they constitute a compound magnet 
of great attracting power. 

O, Church of the Living God, the Holy 
Spirit is the loadstone, each member is a steel 
wire to be magnetized individually and sepa- 
rately, by personal surrender to the Great 
Magnet; and then when brought together and .— 
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bound in Christian fellowship, behold an em- 
powered Church! 


O for that Flame of Living Fire | 
Which shone so bright in saints of old. — 


VI 
ONE MAN WHO HAD THE SPIRIT 
WHAT I FOUND IN A BISHOP’S TRUNK 


EARLY memories make deep impressions. At 
eight, I heard Henry Ward Beecher; at 
eleven, Bishop Simpson. The one was a pulpit 
artist, marvellously gifted; the other was the 
noblest of men endued with the Holy Spirit. 
World Methodism flowered into its finest 
bloom when it produced Matthew Simpson, 
and it has been a life ambition with me to do 
something, sometime, to recall his memory 
to the Church he typified and the churches 
that need the inspiration of his uplifting life. 

One day I went to Philadelphia and told a 
friend of my ambition to build in Washington 
a monument to Simpson’s memory in the city 
where he had been “the power behind the 
throne,” the friend and adviser of Lincoln, 
the man who spoke for the President and 
figured in so many momentous events that he 
was easily the Colonel House of the War 


Time Administration. My friend inquired: 
132 
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“What would it cost to erect and furnish in 
the Methodist Building a chapel to be known 
as, The Simpson Memorial Chapel?” 
“Twenty-five thousand dollars would do it, 
and partly endow it.” My friend, who must 
be nameless in this narrative said: ‘‘I will send 
you my check for twelve thousand tomorrow 
and thirteen thousand in six months.” 

In due time—January 16, 1929—the chapel 
was dedicated, and with it the portraits of 
Bishop and Mrs. Simpson and a charming 
painting of Christ and the woman of Samaria 
at Jacob’s well, presented to the Chapel by 
the daughters of Bishop Simpson, who were 
present. 

Into the address I put all the conviction 
and personal information I possessed con- 
cerning the Great Bishop; and three Bishops, 
many ministers and laymen and the two 
daughters had the same impression—that I 
ought to write the life-story of the Great 
Bishop for the new generation. On my con- 
senting, the Misses Simpson turned over to 
me three trunks, containing all the Bishop’s 
manuscripts, documents, diaries, letters, pa- 
pers, books in manuscript, to be examined, 
used and then turned over to the Congres- 
sional Library for a Simpson Alcove made 
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available for future biographers and the re- 
search of national historians. 

Bishop Matthew Simpson died June 18, 
1884. For almost forty-five years his corre- 
spondence and manuscripts have lain safely 
and quietly away in a series of trunks. The 
dedication of the Simpson Memorial Chapel 
in his honour and the addresses upon his mar- 
vellously effective life brought out the fact 
of his great influence, and uncovered many 
new things about his relation to the govern- 
ment, the emancipation proclamation and the 
administrations of five Presidents of the na- 
tion. All these things came to light upon the 
opening of those trunks. 

It was known that there was a letter from 
President Lincoln to George W. Childs, Es- 
quire and his committee in Philadelphia. The 
final meeting of the Christian Commission, 
which had expended six million dollars in 
that section alone for the relief of the soldiers, 
was to be held in Philadelphia and President 
Lincoln had agreed to deliver the address. 
But Lincoln was engrossed by the progress of 
the war as Richmond was being approached. 
He was receiving telegrams every hour, 
some of which involved answers implying 
weighty concerns that made it impossible for 
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the President to leave the Capital; so he wrote 
Mri George: \W.) Childs; | Esqi: Dear ’ Sir’: 
My heart will be with you in the celebration 
you contemplate and I had planned to come 
but I am watching Grant just now. I want 
you to find Bishop Matthew Simpson wher- 
ever he may be and tell him that I would pre- 
fer to have him speak for me to anybody in 
the world. Ever faithfully, A. Lincoln.” 


THE MAN WHO SPOKE FOR LINCOLN 


The story of the finding of Simpson at West 
Point where he was one of the nation’s official 
visitors at our military school, and his arrival 
in Philadelphia just in time to mount the plat- 
form and make one of the greatest addresses 
of his life is one of the significant stories of 
the times. 

There is another letter signed by Queen 
Victoria. When the Ecumenical Conference 
of the Bishop’s church was held in London 
in 1881, President Garfield, after a lingering 
illness, died, and on the next Saturday after- 
noon a memorial service was to be held at 
Exeter Hall, London, presided over by the 
the American Ambassador, James Russell 
Lowell, who read one of his most finished 
and eloquent addresses on the occasion. After 


1336 THAT FLAME OF LIVING FIRE 


others had been introduced and the afternoon 
was wearing away, Bishop Matthew Simpson, 
the distinguished Prelate of the world-wide 
conference then in session, was introduced. 
This was within three years of the Bishop’s 
death. He was growing old and looked pale 
and worn from the responsibilities he had un- 
dertaken in the great Conference of the world- 
wide representatives. The Bishop stated in 
his own language the sentiment of the hour— 
that President Garfield, the head of the Ameri- 
can Republic had been shot down and then 
for weary months the country had waited to 
see if he could possibly recover, and “Now 
that he is gone, a coffin is being lowered into 
the grave this afternoon bearing a wreath 
from your gracious Queen whose message is 
that of a widow to a bereaved wife and 
mother.” When he raised his hand and pro- 
nounced, ‘God Bless Victoria for her queenly 
courtesy and womanly sympathy” the entire 
audience followed his hand up and were upon 
their feet and throughout the address of 
twenty minutes, again and again they were 
beside themselves with excitement produced 
by what James Russell Lowell called “un- 
paralleled eloquence.” | 
This “unparalleled eloquence’ was not 
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based on carefully worked-up climaxes, for 
at this great meeting Bishop Simpson had not 
spoken three minutes when the whole vast 
multitude was on its feet, some crying, some 
shouting, some laughing hysterically, but all 
absolutely under the dominance of the orator. 
He had spoken only a few minutes when he 
said ‘Your gracious Queen sends her letter 
of love and condolence to the widow”; and 
with the words an indescribable power lifted 
the people, an electric thrill went through 
them, an enthusiasm akin to the Bishop’s own 
feelings swept into every soul. James Russell 
Lowell, standing upright on the platform 
four feet away from his seat, afterwards 
humorously remarked that in the excitement 
somebody took his chair. Not a man was left 
seated on the platform. I have talked with 
several people who were present on that oc- 
casion. Nobody was ever able to account for 
it or to analyse the power that lifted them; 
and what those philosophers who were pres- 
ent and absolutely under the dominance of 
the speaker cannot account for, you would 
not expect me to explain at this distance. It 
was a mysterious intellectual quickening, a 
moral impulse and a spiritualized emotion 
that used to come like an electric thrill over 
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vast audiences, that has never been repeated 
and probably never accomplished by any 
other speaker so invariably as by Bishop 
Simpson. 

The next day the Lord Mayor, the Right 
Honorable Sir William McArthur, M.P. re- 
ceived a letter addressed to the Right Rever- 
end Matthew Simpson, care of the Lord 
Mayor of London, in which the Queen said, 
“Your gracious words at the great meeting 
of yesterday do me more honour than I 
deserve, but they are gratefully received 
as a loving expression of love and good- 
will between the two peoples of America 
and Great Britain”; and this was signed 
RV uetoria.’’ 

In this trunk we have found letters from 
General Grant in the field, President Grant 
in the White House, citizen Grant in his trip 
around the world; there is a letter from 
Andrew Johnson, numerous ones from Ruther- 
ford B. Hayes, and many beautiful letters 
from Lucy Webb Hayes to Mrs. Simpson. 
There are a series of original letters of Mrs. 
Mary Lincoln, the widow of the Great War 
President; and a regular correspondence be- 
tween Mrs. Grant and Mrs. Simpson—in 
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fact, a series of original letters from five 
Presidents; most intimate correspondence 
from Secretary Stanton, consulting Simpson 
about the movement of the army and about 
the choice of men for leaders, seeking advice 
on all sorts of government, public and private 
matters; from Secretary Chase who had been 
his intimate friend from Ohio days; from 
Chem, Justice. Chase\vat, a later periods';a 
wealth of correspondence between Major 
General Clinton B. Fisk throughout his army 
career, telling just what his division was 
going to do from day to day; and James A. 
Garfield who had been the Bishop’s friend 
and correspondent over a long period of years. 
What made Matthew Simpson such a magnet 
to the great men and women of the world? 
Why did they trust and confide in him and 
cluster around him like iron filings around 
a magnet? Well, he was a scholar with a broad 
education; he was a Christian transparently 
sincere; he was a preacher of unequalled pul- 
pit power; he was a speaker of unsurpassed 
eloquence; he was a quiet, thoughtful adviser 
to whom men naturally took their problems; 
he was a reformer, a progressive and far-see- 
ing prophet. 
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THEN HE was A MAN OF PROVIDENCE 


He was a wise, aggressive and successful 
leader in those events that divided the Church 
in 44. He was a providential man when Lin- 
coln needed to converse with a leader of the 
Church and a maker of Christian sentiment 
in the United States, and was frequently in 
consultation with him at his table and in 
prayer with him upon their knees. 

Abraham Lincoln, the untrained western 
statesman, who by the election of ’60 stepped 
into the centre of world affairs and mas- 
tered with his own brain power the problems 
of the nation, the war, the international diffi- 
culties, is the growing wonder not only of 
America, but of the world. This does not 
mean that he did everything himself. His 
greatest wisdom was in choosing his advisers. 
With two notable exceptions, his Cabinet was 
made up of men in his own party who had 
been his rivals for the nomination and were 
capable of being Presidents. Two of the mem- 
bers were outstanding Democratic leaders— 
Stanton, the War Secretary, and Gideon 
Wells, Secretary of the Navy. Not one was 
selected because of personal friendship, or 
personal service. Stanton had been his sav- 
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age critic in the only meeting they had ever 
had; while Chase and Seward had been his 
rivals and almost his enemies. 

It is not surprising that Lincoln had friends 
and advisers outside his Cabinet, who had 
fully as much influence as the men who com- 
posed his official family. 

Many of the mightiest rulers of men have 
leaned upon some adviser who was recognized 
by others as “the power behind the throne.” 
Cardinal Richelieu fulfilled such a function, 
not always unselfishly, in his day; Cardinal 
Wolsey was just such a man; Dr. Benjamin 
Rush of Pennsylvania, Chief Surgeon of the 
Continental Army was that kind of friend 
and adviser to George Washington; Mark 
Hanna was all that to President McKinley; 
Colonel House was the close coadjutor of 
Woodrow Wilson; Mr. Sterns was all that 
and more to Coolidge, and Bishop Matthew 
Simpson—the man who spoke for Lincoln— 
was the power behind the throne throughout 
the Lincoln Administration. He was called 
to the White House frequently and it is not 
known that he ever went there to secure a 
result and was defeated. 

Simpson was the most modest of men, 
utterly reticent about his relationships and 


142 THAT FLAME OF LIVING FIRE 


achievements. But for the recent discovery of 
his trunks, locked for forty-five years, the 
world would never know that a Bishop of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church was the inti- 
mate and constant adviser of President Lin- 
coln in momentous matters. 

Throughout the Civil War period Bishop 
Simpson threw himself into the cause of the 
Union as few other men could. He travelled 
every part of the Union and turned the tide 
for the Union in sixty different cities in which 
he gave his famous war speech, ‘““The Future 
of Our Country.” Frequently this lecture was 
delivered at the request of the President when 
he found a section slipping or a city growing 
disloyal; and sometimes by a request of the 
united Cabinet, he traversed States that he 
might present his message where it was needed 
most. In ’63, he found it necessary to move 
his residence from Evanston, Illinois, to 
Philadelphia in order to be in closer touch 
with Washington where he was called into 
consultation at all kinds of crises and on all 
sorts of matters. 

There are many acts of President Lincoln 
that seemed utterly inconsistent for they were 
the opposite of what he had determined to 
do; and every careful student of history of 
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those times who does not know Simpson has 
a lot of unexplained mysteries to account for. 
He studies the career of President Lincoln 
and sees him doing the thing that he had an- 
nounced he would not do, and that a unani- 
mous Cabinet would have opposed. Some- 
body exercised a powerful influence upon 
him. There was a “power behind the throne.” 

Forinstance the Emancipation of the Slaves: 

There is abundant evidence that Simpson 
was the one man who convinced President 
Lincoln that he could issue the Emancipation 
Proclamation without violating the Consti- 
tution or his agreements in his First Inaugu- 
ral. Of course, conversations with the Presi- 
dent are of a personal nature and there is an 
unwritten law that they should not be quoted 
outside; but many years afterward, Bishop 
Simpson did tell my father, the Reverend 
John A. B. Wilson, of his conversation with 
Lincoln about the slaves, and when Simpson 
was preparing the ‘Cyclopedia of Method- 
ism” he told the Rev. Dr. Wood, his coad- 
jutor in that work, the same story and I have 
Wood’s written testimony. Then we know 
that he went in company with the Rev. John 
Lanahan to the White House on the occasion 
of April 8th, 1862; when, after the Cabinet 
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meeting of that week, Bishop Simpson boldly 
told the President that he would have to get 
rid of slavery before God would ever let him 
win the war. 

Let us remember that Lincoln from his 
youth up hated slavery with all the strength 
of his moral nature, but he believed that he 
had no power or intention to interfere with 
the peculiar institution—and Lincoln had 
argued in his debates with Douglas that 
slavery was here to stay— “All we can do is 
stop its extension”—and had stated this in 
his First Inaugural and then removed General 
John C. Frémont for violating the principles 
there enunciated. In spite of all this Simpson 
convinced President Lincoln that he would 
never win the war without the freedom of the 
slaves; that the Constitutionality of the act 
was not the question! ““When the Constitution 
is up, off its seat out on the battlefield fighting 
for its life with the odds all against it, self- 
preservation is the only law.” Lincoln had 
spent a lifetime arguing that the government 
could not interfere with slavery, but he eman- 
cipated the slaves. Somebody must have 
shown him. The man who brought him to 
that decision, was ‘““The Power Behind the 
Throne.” 
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Bishop Simpson claimed, ‘It cannot be in 
the Divine order that the American people 
should bleed each other to death, both sides 
fighting for the same thing—the perpetuation 
of slavery. The South is fighting for the con- 
tinuance and extension of bonds, and you are 
making the Northern army fight for exactly 
the same thing by giving the country the as- 
surance that you have no power or thought 
of interfering with the peculiar institution. 
Therefore, every blow struck by the North is 
just as much a bond struck for the poor slaves 
as the Southerners are fighting for it. The 
slave loses if the South wins; the slave loses 
if the North wins. Who is there to speak for 
the slave? Only God is looking after him and 
He has never and will never allow either of 
the parties to win over the other, but he will 
let them mow each other down until one or 
the other gets on the right side of this moral 
question. Slavery has cursed everything it has 
touched—owner as well as slaves; white race 
as well as black—and it cannot be the order 
of Providence that God will bless our arms 
if they perpetuate the curse of slavery upon 
the world.” 

President Lincoln replied: “Bishop, I have 
always stood against the extension of slavery 
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into new territory, but I have maintained 
that the Constitution protects the institution 
where it now exists. Any interference with the 
right of property in slaves would be unconsti- 
tutional.” 

Bishop Simpson replied: “We are doing 
many things now that in peace times would 
be unconstitutional. For instance, we are shoot- 
ing down American citizens. The Constitu- 
tion guarantees them life, liberty and the pur- 
suit of happiness. When the Constitution is 
imperilled and a rebellion is on, the first right 
the Constitution has is self-preservation. 
There is only one question; shall the Consti- 
tution survive or perish? Whatever saves the 
Constitution now, is constitutional; and what- 
ever destroys it, is unconstitutional; and if 
granting freedom to the slaves would help to 
preserve the Constitution, I care not whether 
the act goes over the Constitution, or under 
the Constitution, or around the Constitution, 
or through the Constitution, if it will save 
the Constitution, it is constitutional.” 

President Lincoln had no answer for that 
argument. The Great President walked the 
floor, back and forth, and facing Simpson, he 
said: ‘“Then, Bishop, you believe that emanci- 
pation, though unconstitutional in peace 
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_ times, would be justified as a war measure.” 

“Precisely,” said the Bishop, “justified and 
necessary.” 

Said Lincoln: “JI will do this thing at the 
earliest practicable moment. Let us get down 
on our knees and ask the Heavenly Father to 
guide us as to the time, place and circum- 
stances of its promulgation”; and to use the 
Bishop’s words in describing the scene, he 
said: “‘We prayed around twice.” 


HELPING TO FORM A CABINET 


When Simon Cameron went out of the 
Cabinet and left the War portfolio vacant, 
there were five prominent Republicans from 
all over the country being urged for the place. 
Bishop Simpson stepped in and the President 
told him his perplexities. The Bishop said: 
“Are the Democrats not fighting for this 
country with the same loyalty as the Repub- 
licans?” “Yes,” said the President. “Why not 
put one of them in the Cabinet—a Democrat 
of training and experience” and he named 
Edwin M. Stanton. The only acquaintance 
Abraham Lincoln had acquired with Edwin 
M. Stanton was on the occasion when he was 
grossly ignored, insulted and scoffed at by 
him. 
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The most celebrated McCormick-Manery 
Reaper case was on in Cincinnati, in which 
Stanton was the senior attorney; his clients 
wished to employ Lincoln to assist in the case. 
Lincoln came at their summons from Illinois, 
travel-worn, travel-stained, hair disheveled, 
with a linen duster that, like Joseph’s coat, had 
many colours. When Stanton saw that tall, 
angular, hard-working lawyer, he indignantly 
refused to go on with the case “if that ape 
comes in.” “TI shall walk out of the case the 
moment that man is brought in.” He left Lin- 
coln sitting outside the bar, declined to speak 
with him; and without a word of consulta- 
tion, upon adjournment, Stanton walked away 
without shaking hands or meeting the stran- 
ger. Lincoln went back to Illinois, having 
been grievously insulted; and this was the 
only time that Lincoln had ever seen Stanton. 

But relying on Bishop Simpson’s judgment 
as he was born in the same town as Stanton— 
Cadiz, Ohio—and had known him from his 
youth up, Lincoln named him for War Secre- 
tary. I believe that Lincoln is the only man 
who would have done it under the circum- 
stances, and that Matthew Simpson is the only 
man on the earth who could have landed him. 

One of the books describing the relation of 
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Simpson and Stanton says that their friend- 
ship “bordered on love.” The correspondence 
between Simpson and Stanton is of the most 
affectionate nature concerning the confidential 
relation between them. Matthew Simpson 
understood Stanton. Stanton relied on and 
looked up to Simpson with a kind of wor- 
shipful adoration and would do about any- 
thing Simpson suggested with approval. Lin- 
coln once sent for Simpson and asked him to 
intercede with Stanton not to do a certain 
thing, because it embarrassed him. 

The great War Secretary had a stormy life. 
First, through the war; through the assassina- 
tion period; and then through all the more ter- 
rible and trying period of reconstruction 
under Andrew Johnson; and now Grant is 
President. Stanton felt that, if he could be put 
upon the Supreme Bench, it would crown his 
political career and vindicate his administra- 
tion and patriotism. His letters to Bishop 
Simpson about this ambition are almost pa- 
thetic, if they do not cross the dividing line 
into the humorous. He told what he had done 
for the country, and how he was first of alla 
lawyer, and how he would like to spend his 
remaining days in the Supreme Court. Bishop 
Simpson took this up and Grant appointed 
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him. He was, through the influence of the 
Bishop and other friends, finally confirmed 
by the United States Senate, but Grant was 
hesitant in giving him his commission after all 
that, and Stanton came to his death before ever 
enjoying the honour of sitting on the Supreme 
Bench. 

There was another crisis where Simpson 
appeared in the opportune moment. U. S. 
Grant had made a tremendous start in the 
West. He had won victories and shown 
ability, but somehow failed to keep in close 
touch with his superior, General Halleck, 
who removed him peremptorily from the 
army. The thing came before the Cabinet and 
was unanimously approved, Lincoln standing 
by Halleck in the controversy. But it is well 
known that General Grant wound up at the 
head of all our armies by appointment of the 
same man. How did it happene Why, when 
Grant was in trouble, he always turned to his 
friend and relative, Matthew Simpson, for 
the parents of Grant’s wife were in Simpson’s 
first Charge and the name of the General was 
Ulysses Simpson Grant. He was named for 
Matthew Simpson’s uncle and claimed that 
he was so named because they were relatives. 

They were telling all sorts of things about 


ONE MAN WHO HAD THE SPIRIT 151 


Grant :—insubordination, excessive drinking, 
and all the rest, when Matthew Simpson 
stepped into Washington from Evanston to 
plead his cause, and made the President see 
before he was through that Grant was the man 
that he would ultimately have to lean on to 
support the tottering Republic. And he did. 

Another intimate friend of Simpson was 
Chase, a loyal friend of the Bishop’s but not 
very loyal in his support of Lincoln and his 
policies—a great lawyer, a real thinker whose 
mentality was disturbed by the “Presidential 
Bee” always buzzing in his ear. Simpson sug- 
gested one day that Chase would be a fine 
Chief Justice; would have to take care of 
some of his war measures, to finance the 
country, and would cease to be such an active 
partisan. Lincoln saw the wisdom of it and 
made him Chief Justice. 

It is no wonder that Simpson was invited 
into Lincoln’s home when there was trouble. 
He had prayed with Lincoln on various mat- 
ters at the White House, and now he uttered 
one of the most beautiful prayers ever heard 
there when the great President lay dead. He 
went to Springfield and delivered the great 
funeral oration at the grave when the body 
of the immortal President was put into the 
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sod of his home city amid the weeping of the 
bereaved millions. 

Simpson was the “Power Behind the 
Throne”; and as the President had leaned on 
him, now the family continued to write to 
Bishop and Mrs. Simpson, and some of the 
most interesting letters are those from Mrs. 
Lincoln to Mrs. Simpson from her home in 
Springfield and from her travels in Europe, 
as she was educating the little boy who was 
so much like his father and was to be known 
to the American people as “Little Tad,” or 
as she loved to call him, “Taddie.” 

The Bishop was called on to marry Robert 
Todd Lincoln to Miss Mary Harlan; and in 
a letter dated September 9, 1868, Robert 
says: ‘“The relations you bear to Miss Harlan’s 
family and the friendship existing between 
my father and yourself would make your 
good offices on that occasion exceedingly 
grateful to us both.” 

It will ultimately come out to the light of 
day that “the power behind the throne” who 
could get Lincoln to do the things that a 
unanimous Cabinet of advisers opposed, and 
that Lincoln had no previous inclination to 
do at all, was the quiet, saintly preacher, pa- 
triot, prophet, reformer, fighter, constructive 
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adviser and Christian statesman—Matthew 
Simpson. 


His PATRIOTISM 


It was during this period that with the 
country in the throes of the great rebellion, 
Simpson’s mind and heart were called forth 
into national leadership. 

Upon the declaration of war, a great meet- 
ing was called in Chicago one Sabbath after- 
noon in what was known as “The Wigwam,” 
and Bishop Simpson preached to an enormous 
throng. For three hours he held that audience 
spell-bound, convinced and enthused. That 
war sermon is talked of to this day by the 
people who heard it as an epoch in their lives, 
as it was an epoch in the sentiment making 
for the whole country. 

At that time he frequently spoke at the 
great public meetings as the substitute for the 
President, and no lecture or address during 
the period ever had a tithe of the public in- 
fluence in the cities where it was delivered as 
his great war speech on “The Future of Our 
Country.” He said, “The great, the irrepres- 
sible contest between liberty and slavery is 
on. Therefore it may be that the agitation of 
the slavery question both in Church and State 
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is about to put to rest for ever by the de- 
struction of the peculiar institution. I have 
the impression that if the war lasts much 
longer, slavery will be damaged. It is seri- 
ously damaged now and I hope and desire 
that it may pass away quickly and let us see 
the last of it.” 

He advocated the freedom of the slave and 
the preservation of the Union. This brought 
him in contact with the biggest men of his 
day, and the friendship established were ap- 
parently held for life. He was a close friend 
and adviser of Abraham Lincoln. Again and 
again the President sent for him to consult 
about the sentiment of the country, how far 
he could go in calls for service, for new men, 
and how far he could adopt new measures. 
Stanton had been his life-long friend and de- 
manded his time in the War Department 
when he was around Washington. Secretary 
Chase whose acquaintance he formed and 
whose friendship he held, greatly relied upon 
his judgment. He was almost invariably asked 
to preach in the House on Sunday afternoon 
when he was preaching in any of the Churches 
of Washington, and it was not unusual to see 
the Great Bishop standing in a pulpit of one 
of the inadequate churches with a dense stand- 
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ing audience crowding all the aisles and the 
space around the pulpit, within the altar 
- even. With President Lincoln would be Stan- 
ton, Chase, Wells, three or four members of 
the Supreme Court, and dozens of Senators 
and Congressmen, who seemed to feel that no 
word that Simpson would speak should be 
lost in the crisis that was then on. 

It was the frequent calls to Washington 
and the necessity of answering the calls to 
give his lecture on “The Future of Our 
Country” in more than sixty cities that led 
to his transfer of the Episcopal Residence in 
63 from Evanston, Illinois, to Philadelphia. 
He received petition after petition from Bal- 
timore and from Philadelphia and even from 
Washington, which had not been designated 
as an Episcopal Residence at all, but he chose 
Philadelphia to the great delight of minis- 
ters and laymen in that city. 


SIMPSON’S WAR SPEECHES 


His war lecture has been practically lost 
from the world because no line of it had ever 
been found in the Bishop’s writings. It was 
evidently purely extemporaneous, thought 
through with great care and delivered in the 
heat of wartime sentiment about sixty times 
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and covering practically every important city 
of the country. In one respect it is the parallel 
of Lincoln’s “Lost Speech” which was the 
most eloquent thing he has ever delivered and 
yet was delivered without a line of notes or 
previous preparation, and was not available 
to the students and readers of Lincolnia until 
W. C. Whitney, the biographer of Lincoln, 
put together all his memories and notes and 
things recalled by the other reporters and 
scraps of things that went into the papers and 
restored the principle parts of the great ad- 
dress. We have done the same thing with the 
“War Speech” of Bishop Simpson. There are 
a number of newspaper reports that are quite 
full, all of them as taken down by some writer, 
no line of it furnished by the Bishop, but by 
making a mosaic of those various reports, we 
have restored, in substance, the address— 
and even much of the language exactly 
as the Bishop gave it. There are interest- 
ing facts connected with its delivery in every 
place. 

When he gave it by the request of Congress 
in Washington, President Lincoln was pres- 
ent with most of his Cabinet. The Bishop 
showed how the resources of the northern 
states had not been touched; he told of the 
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gold in the mines, the silver, copper, the un- 
limited supply of coal being rapidly dis- 
_ covered and in a notable section of his ad- 
dress made a survey before the people of the 
resources of our country, closing his address 
with the overwhelming climax in which the 
President and every member of his Cabinet 
wept and rose to their feet at the display of 
the old battle-scarred flag. Lincoln, wiping 
his eyes, made his way to the Bishop at the 
close and the people waited to catch his 
words, when grasping the Bishop warmly 
with one hand and throwing the other arm 
around his shoulders, the President said, 
“Bishop, you didn’t strike ‘ile.’ We may 
rest in confidence that afterwards when the 
Bishop was giving his war speech, he did not 
forget to refer to the recent discovery of the 
oil resources of the Republic. 

When the Fugitive Slave law was passed, 
Simpson was Editor of the Western Chris- 
tian Advocate in Cincinnati. He invited S. 
P. Chase to write and he himself in editorials 
sustained the Constitution in the most care- 
fully guarded language and taught loyalty 
to the Republic and to its laws. At the same 
time he dwelt upon the unwisdom of engag- 
ing as sovereign states in the chasing of run- 
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away slaves and returning them to the South. 
Undiscriminating minds reported that Simp- 
son was advocating the divine right of human 
slavery. The other extremists declared that he 
was an abolitionist and against the Constitu- 
tion. There was a hornets’ nest and he seemed 
to be in the midst of it. He simply remarked 
that when he was getting hit from both sides 
equally, it seemed to indicate that he was in 
the middle of the road and, therefore, exactly 
right. 

It is evident that Chase thought of him as a 
close coadjutor of his in promoting the cause 
of freedom and that the Constitutionalists re- 
garded him as most loyal and careful. He bore 
the penalty, that every such careful and dis- 
criminating thinker and leader must bear, of 
being misunderstood and poorly appreciated 
on both sides. When the War broke out, he saw 
his duty clearly to sustain the Union, the Presi- 
dent, the Administration, the army, the war; 
and in the climax of his addresses, he did not 
hesitate to say when all the faint-hearted were 
turning back and wishing the war to close, and 
when one weak military leader, whom Lincoln 
removed, was running for the Presidency on 
the plea that the war was a failure and should 
be stopped, that if this war resulted in the pres- 
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ervation of our liberties and the Union of the 
states and was crowned with the freedom of 
the slaves, it would be justified if it lasted for 
twenty years; audiences would rise to their feet 
and shout their approval. It is no wonder that 
great statesmen said he was equal to thirty 
thousand men in the field. 

An insight into his temperament appears in 
a peculiar incident that occurred when he had 
his greatest oratorical triumph of any time 
during the war, if indeed it was not the orator- 
ical triumph of his life. It was when he gave 
his great war speech at the request of his old 
neighbours in Pittsburgh before an immense 
throng in the old City Hall. The benches had 
all been removed to let the audience stand and 
so as to double the number who could see and 
hear. It was October 19, before Lincoln’s 
second election, and an Episcopal Clergyman 
of the city who was very prominent because he 
was the rector of the wealthiest church and 
often boasted that he had married Jefferson 
Davis, was asked to preside. He evidently 
wanted the honour of doing so but very tim- 
idly warned the committee that he would not 
preside over a meeting where politics was to 
be mentioned as his Church had nothing to do 
with a man’s politics. The Committee weakly 
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yielded to this suggestion and told him that 
they were sure the Bishop would not make a 
political speech. Before the vast throng of 
eager thousands waiting for Simpson’s words 
the Chairman ostentatiously announced that he 
had been assured by the gentlemen, who called 
upon him to ask him to preside, that there 
would be no politics during the evening. Simp- 
son’s face was in a blaze. He stepped to the 
front and began his speech by saying, ‘‘No one 
has been authorized to make any agreements 
for me as to what I should say or should not 
say. I shall be governed by my own sense of 
propriety entirely as to what comes in and 
what is left out of this address, but I assure you 
that if politics gets in the way, the subject will 
not be neglected because of the name it bears,” 
and he proceeded to delivery for two hours 
and twenty minutes the most able and eloquent 
defense of the Union and showed to every in- 
telligent person that Abraham Lincoln must 
be re-elected over ‘““The Little General” who 
had failed on the field and was now running 
for the Presidency on the ground that the war 
was a failure, to which—it is related—the im- 
mortal Lincoln made the reply, ““Well, Mac 
ought to know; he had charge of it for two 
years.” | 
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SIMPSON: THE REFORMER 


He was a reformer; always up and often in 
advance of the best sentiment of his time. The 
temperance question, woman’s rights, pewed 
churches, mixed sittings, and the admission of 
laymen to the General Conference on equal 
terms with ministers were live questions in his 
day; he was a leader in the settlement of each 
of them. | 

When he began his ministry the Methodists 
used to seat the men on one side of the Church 
and the women on the other. The mother and 
father would divide up the children, the boys 
sitting over with the men and the girls over 
with the mother on the women’s side. Bishop 
Simpson did more than any one man to break 
up this separation, and unite the men and 
women in the House of God. 

There were churches all over Indiana when 
he became College President that would not 
permit a musical instrument to enter a sacred 
edifice. They might bring the devil in with 
them! Simpson helped to establish choirs and 
introduced organs. If he had been anything 
less than an unquestioned saint, they would 
have thought he was ruining the Church, and 
many did in spite of his manifest piety. 
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He helped to settle the controversy about 
the pewed churches which had rankled for 
twenty years in our denomination. When the 
laymen rose up to demand representation in 
the General Conference, he not only sanc- 
tioned what they claimed, but took the plat- 
form for them and presided over their 
conventions, and thus saved another split in 
in our denomination. 

One of the most interesting letters I found 
among his papers and one of the last that he 
ever penned, was addressed to Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton and Susan B. Anthony, commending 
their work, giving them advice on how to 
promote suffrage and how to win for their 
cause. He wrote: “I have held and expressed 
it for more than thirty years, that intemper- 
ance, licentiousness, gambling and revelry will 
not be eradicated from our cities, nor even 
greatly diminished until the ballot is placed in 
the hands of women.” In a public address he 
said, ‘Some wise and good men think that 
woman suffrage would be the ruin of our land. 
I think it would be the sovereign remedy for 
the purification of our cities and elevation of 
our race.” He was regarded as the greatest sup- 
port these women had in the pioneer days of 
the suffrage movement, and they said so while 
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he was living and after he was gone. It was 
Simpson who in the Church inaugurated and 
advocated the great reforms favouring wom- 
an’s rights to sit in the General Conference and 
all other bodies; carried through the right of 
laymen to sit in the General Conference on 
equal terms with ministers; and was the pro- 
gressive leader of the Church life of the Re- 
public. 

He was one of the most effective pleaders 
for total abstinence, for the restriction of the 
saloons and for total prohibition that the 
world had in his day. He had more to do with 
the starting of Frances E. Willard on her life 
career of world influence than all others. He 
found her a newspaper reporter in Chicago, 
appointed her president of a woman’s college 
at Evanston, Illinois, transferred her to pre- 
side over the college for women at Beaver, Pa. 
Then when the Woman’s Crusade was sweep- 
ing the country, he advised her that her mis- 
sion was to resign her college and go and 
organize that movement into a permanent 
force, and named it ““The Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union.” He sat down with her 
as the two wrote out together the first draft of 
the Constitution for that world-wide organi- 
zation of women. He really discovered Miss 
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Willard as a leader, and when he died, she 
wrote, “I owed him more than all other hu- 
mans.” His library‘was full of the temperance 
books of Miss Willard, Neal Dow, John B. 
Gough, Father Matthew, John B. Finch, Gen- 
eral Clinton B. Fisk; and his files of corre- 
spondence with these leaders show him to have 
been fifty years ahead of the times on prohibi- 
tion. 

It was he who rescued Gough from the gut- 
ter after he had fallen for the second time and 
put him on his feet with a religious motive; and 
he never fell into his old habits again, but be- 
came the mightiest platform advocate of tem- 
perance in the world. A great audience had 
gathered to hear the matchless temperance 
orator. He got in the city too soon. The old 
craving came back and while a thousand peo- 
ple waited to see and hear, poor Gough 
was ‘wallowing in a drunken frenzy in the 
gutter till the police took him to the lockup. 
The next day the New York papers had 
the awful story with sensational headlines, 
and every imp of Satan rejoiced and every 
hypocrite shrugged his shoulders and said, 
“T told you so. It is just what you might 
have expected.” When Simpson read it, 
he wept like a father for his child; he 
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caught the first train for Rochester, bailed 
the poor fallen comrade out of jail, took him 
to his own hotel room, prayed until a miracle 
of Grace occurred. A drunkard became a 
sober man, a weakling became mighty, an 
overborne sinner became a conquering Chris- 
tian. Simpson got the papers to announce 
another meeting. That night the great Bishop 
stood up and introduced and vouched for his 
comrade. Never was there such a meeting and 
never again did Gough fall, till he dropped 
dead on the platform uttering the words, 
“Young man, keep your record clean.” 

Bishop Simpson saw the rising cloud of 
prohibition when it was no larger than “a 
man’s hand” and said, ‘“The question of the 
right of the government to restrain intemper- 
ance and the manufacture and sale of ardent 
spirits is coming prominently to the front. Or- 
ganized wealth in manufacture and in mer- 
chandise is concentrated on the one hand; on 
the other the protest of the widow, the prayer 
of the orphan, the cries of the downtrodden. 
In such a contest there may be vicissitudes and 
there will be delays; but ultimately, as sure as 
there is a God in Heaven who reigns over the 
armies of earth, vice will sink and virtue tri- 
umph.” 
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Addressing the preachers on this question, 
he said: “Ministers of the Gospel, fear not the 
charge of meddling in politics. The dema- 
gogue may assault you, but you have nothing 
to fear. Sobriety will prepare the way for the | 
gospel; we have a special promise to plead in 
behalf of the church, as it is written in view 
of such men and such opposition: “The gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it.’ ” 

Simpson was always at the head of the pro- 
cession. He was a leader in the church toward 
emancipation, and in the nation in getting rid 
of slavery; in the church, for laymen and 
‘women in our general conference; in the state, 
for woman suffrage; in the church he advo- 
cated organs and choirs, the men and the 
women sitting together in the same pews, de- 
mocracy in making appointments, family 
churches and family pews; in the state, he 
stood for the complete prohibition of the 
liquor traffic, fifty years ahead of his time. 


HIs CAREER 


How did we get a man like this? 

When was he born? 

Where did he originate? 

What developed a country lad into this ir- 
resistible leader? 


ONE MAN WHO HAD THE SPIRIT 167 


Matthew Simpson was born at Cadiz, Ohio, 
June 21, 1811. Both of his parents were intel- 
~ lectual but poor; by the time the boy was one 
year of age, his father died of pulmonary 
trouble. This left the care of the little boy and 
his two older sisters to a mother with the 
limitations of poverty upon her. His father 
was James Simpson, of Scotch-Irish ancestry, 
who came to this country from Ireland in 
1793. His mother, Sarah Tingley, was of a 
family early planted on American soil, but of 
English and French descent. 

In his ancestry, therefore, we have repre- 
sented four great races. His father was of 
Scotch and Irish stock and his mother of 
French and English. From the Scotch, who 
think mostly by introspection—so little from 
without inviting contemplation in that wild 
and sparcely settled country—he deprived his 
depth and interpenetration; from the Irish his 
intuitive perception and wit; from the French, 
his urbanity and fluency; and from the Eng- 
lish, his exceedingly practical turn of mind 
for which he was ever noted. He was, there- 
fore, blessed by nature and allied by birth with 
Chalmers, St. Patrick, Massillon, and Burke. 

Matthew was a precocious youth and had 
the great endowment of a Christian home. 
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Poor in this world’s goods and deprived of a 
husband before her son was one year old, Mrs. 
Simpson set about conscientiously to train and 
care for the future Bishop. She was assisted 
by her husband’s brother, Matthew Simpson, 
senior, who was a scholarly and very influen- 
tial man, prominent in his local community; 
he held the office of the Judge of the county 
and was for many years a member of the Ohio 
State Senate, and an instructor in the Acad- 
emy of the town from which their emanated 
eminent men such as Matthew Simpson, the 
Bishop; Edwin M. Stanton, Lincoln’s War 
Secretary; and John A. Bingham, the great 
prosecutor of the conspirators against the life 
of President Lincoln. 

It is a tradition of the town that little Mat- 
thew Simpson could read at three; could 
cypher accurately at four; at six when other 
children were beginning school, he was study- 
ing the German language as well as several 
other branches of learning; and at the age of 
nine, he had read the entire German Bible of 
Martin Luther through. These early studies 
enabled him to preach in German in later 
years when assigned to conduct German Con- 
ferences. About this time he took up French 
and not only could he read it but he could 
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write and speak it with fluency. His first school 
training was in the academy at Cadiz. At the 
age of twelve, he was studying both Latin and 
Greek, and continued his French and German. 
He finished his studies at Madison college at 
Uniontown, Pa., and walked the entire dis- 
tance of ninety-six miles from his home to 
enter this college made famous by Henry B. 
Bascom, Charles Elliott and other noted edu- 
cators, though the Methodists afterward 
merged it with the Alleghany College, Mead- 
vine, Pa, 

Here he not only finished at eighteen but 
had been tutoring in both languages and 
mathematics while he was studying. From 
here he hastened back to assist his mother and 
uncle in their poverty, taught in the academy 
at Cadiz while he took a regular course in the 
study of medicine, graduated and began the 
practice of his profession at the age of twenty- 
two. 

This keen minded youth, capable of leader- 
ship everywhere had a native ability, which 
did not grow out of having knowledge thrust 
upon him through positions or because of en- 
vironment, but which was the very essence of 
the boy himself. He was almost a prodigy in 
mathematics; he knew four languages besides 
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English; he was a rapid and accurate reader 
and seemed to have a memory for all he had 
read. 

As a lad, he lacked the robustness which 
seems necessary for a life such as he was des- 
tined to lead. His father had died of pulmon- 
ary trouble and about the time Matthew was 
beginning active life, his older sister died of 
consumption, while he was reminded by daily 
symptoms that he had a life contest with tuber- 
cular tendencies. Life then was not what it is 
now. When he needed to get away to college 
ninety-six miles away, he had to walk every 
step. He lived the simple life and the more 
natural life, and this environment proved 
health-producing. The frail body grew 
stronger and stronger till he seemed like a 
physical as well as intellectual giant. His will 
carried him through the vicissitudes of early 
life and precarious health. 

His election to professorships in various col- 
leges of Pennsylvania, of the South, and of the 
West followed each other in such quick suc- 
cession that it seems a maze to attempt to 
straighten out the dates and keep them sepa- 
rate. But those elections show that he had 
attained a marked proficiency in literary, 
linguistic, mathematical and scientific studies 
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that found recognition in five or six different 
educational centres. 

His conversion to Christ was not one of the 
demonstrative early Methodist transforma- 
tions. His mother was a saint. The household 
was deeply religious and Matthew grew up 
with great respect for sacred things; his re- 
ligious experience was like a flower opening 
up to the sunlight. He had organized a Sun- 
day School at Cadiz; he had taught in it and 
conducted the school, attended class and 
spoken in a broken way, but up to this time 
had had no intention of entering the ministry. 
Many years afterward, in his Yale lectures on 
preaching, the golden-tongued Bishop said: 
“T had no gift of speech; my voice was poor; 
I firmly believed I could never make a 
speaker.” In spite of his supposed handicap, 
he felt a Divine call to preach and was trying 
to give up the practice of medicine to enter 
the ministry, having been licensed first to ex- 
hort and then given licenses to preach and 
then recommended to the Pittsburgh Annual 
Conference for admission on trial. He urged 
the Presiding Elder not to present this recom- 
mendation as it was impossible for him to give 
up the practice of medicine while his mother 
needed his support. He feared that a decision 
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to stop all his life plans and enter the ministry 
might be displeasing to her. He said after- 
ward: “It seemed impossible to leave her, and 
I feared that it might almost break her heart 
to propose it.” 

However, when the conviction came upon 
him, he determined to place the proposition 
before her, but he little realized the enthu- 
siasm with which it would be greeted. ““Come 
here, Matthew,” she exclaimed, “let us kneel 
right down and thank God together. I have 
been praying for this hour ever since you were 
born.” And then she related to him how his 
dying father had prayed that his son might be 
a minister. 

Bishop Simpson never forgot the prayerful 
assistance rendered by his parents and he al- 
ways cherished the warmest gratitude for this 
parental care. No man ever preached the gos- 
pel who laid the responsibility of parents for 
the religious nurture of their children more 
upon their shoulders. He would say in his ser- 
mons: “‘I am so glad that God gave me a pray- 
ing mother and father. I don’t know what 
would have become of me if I had not had a 
praying mother. I might never have been con- 
secrated to His service.” | 

With his fears erased as to objections from 
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his mother, and inspired with the feeling that 
he was Divinely called to preach, he was ready 
_ for service when, to his great surprise, word 
came from the Pittsburgh Conference that he 
had been admitted in his absence and ap- 
pointed to a thirty-four point circuit, of which 
Cadiz was to be the centre, and he was to 
preach on the circuit Sundays and go on with 
his practice of medicine to supplement his 
support. Here he spent the year 1833. 

In’34 he was sent to Pittsburgh. His first 
Saturday night in town was spent at the home 
of Mr. James Verner on Penn Avenue, and 
this was an epoch-making event in his life, 
for it was not only his first night in a city 
charge, but his eyes fell on the daughter of 
the family, Ellen Holmes Verner, beautiful 
and accomplished, and his heart followed his 
eyes and stayed there. He was learning to 
conjugate by heart the Latin verb “amo.” 
They were married the following year and 
this was one of the marriages made in heaven, 
for she was a worthy companion to this grow- 
ing preacher and leader. She supplemented 
him in all matters of social contacts, of system 
and of finance. She was ambitious for him; he 
had no ambition for himself. She would push 
him forward into places and appointments for 
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which he felt he had no fitness, and she aided 
him in building his institutions. When he be- 
came the most inspiring Bishop in the Church, 
he would advocate with a magnificent enthu- 
siasm his ideals and rush on to his next ap- 
pointment while his companion would raise 
the money and get the institution started be- 
fore his return. It was a love match; she was 
a help-mate indeed, and she shared all the 
vicissitudes of the itinerancy, the struggles 
through his efforts to build a college amid the 
poverty of Indiana. She visited the poor and 
the cholera stricken and the prisoners with 
him, and was equally at home in a later day in 
sharing the social life of the White House 
through four administrations and entertaining 
Presidents Hayes and Grant and his intimate 
friends, Chief Justice Chase and Edwin M. 
Stanton. 

The year after his marriage he left Pitts- 
burgh to be appointed to Monogahela City. 
He and his bride found no house for the 
preacher to live in and a support too small for 
us now to talk about, but they started upon 
their pastorate. Soon revivals of far-reaching 
influence swept the community and out over 
the circuit where three hundred were con- 
verted. But his work was cut short by his elec- 
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tion to be Professor of Sciences and Vice- 
President of Alleghany College. 

After teaching for a year and a half at 
Meadville, and growing in power as a 
preacher, he was recommended by leaders of 
our Church and unanimously elected to be 
President of the Indiana Asbury University. 
Any man who could be daunted would have 
been discouraged at the task that was laid out 
for him and the situation he had to face. He 
says of it: “The country was new; the village 
was small; the county court was in session on 
our arrival and the few hotels were crowded. 
A gentlemen living in Green Castle being 
with us, we drove to what he told us was the 
best hotel, a long building a little distance 
from the public square, but were turned away 
because it was full. The next hotel could re- 
ceive us but we found the accommodations 
wretchedly poor. They had turned their sit- 
ting room into a bedroom for attorneys who 
were attending court and the only place for 
my wife and little boy to sit was either the 
bar-room or the porch, which that day had 
been scrubbed and was occupied for kitchen 
work. They promised to get us a room, but we 
were kept in that condition for nearly an hour. 
In the meantime, the President of the Board 
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of Trustees and one or two of his friends 
called to see us. I could obtain no room until, 
my wife becoming sick and wishing to lie 
down, I insisted on occupying a room tem- 
porarily and was shown into a sitting-room 
which was occupied by an attorney who I was 
told by a friend was very much of a gentle- 
man. We took possession of the room and held 
it until the evening, when he returned from 
court and received us very kindly. In the 
evening, we were invited to the private house 
of the President of the Board of Trustees, Mr. 
Reese Herdesty, under whose roof we found 
lodging for two or three days. Mr. Herdesty 
was one of the business men of the town, a 
warm friend of education and a member of 
the Methodist Church. A few years after, he 
died one of the most triumphant deaths I ever 
witnessed. For some three days, though sink- 
ing with typhoid fever, he was in a perfect 
ecstasy. The windows of the house were 
thrown open and people were gathered 
about to hear him. What was remarkable, he 
had been a man of exceedingly retired habits 
and wholly undemonstrative. One of his 
daughters married Daniel Voorhees, the great 
Indiana Senator. Another married J. P. 
Loosee, Esq., who was for many years a lead- 
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ing editor in Indiana.” He found a hole in the 
ground and left a full-fledged university filled 
with students and a state enthusiastic over the 
record his college was making. 

The qualities that make a great leader all 
developed, and were recognized by the 
Church, during the nine years of his presi- 
dency. He manned his faculty with men whose 
names have adorned the history of Methodist 
education and thus showed that he had that 
highest gift of executive leadership—ability to 
choose men of his own ideals. His gifts as a 
teacher had never been surpassed in the col- 
lege circles of the Central, and men who got 
their early training under him not only 
went everywhere embodying his ideals but 
quoting his exact words on all kinds .of occa- 
sions. 

It was, however, as a pulpit orator that he 
he came into ascendancy. In those days there 
was nothing about his appearance or his voice, 
or his manner to suggest the orator. He would 
sit in a row of preachers at the camp meeting 
and when the audiences would size up the 
situation and conclude that that young man 
Was going to preach, they would begin to 
agitate the question of leaving before “that 
local preacher” had a chance to bore them, 
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for he was often the most unlikely looking in 
the row; but the traditions of how they 
changed their minds when he had had five 
minutes with them make some of the strangest 
and weirdest stories of the Indiana itinerancy. 
He used to dress in blue jeans that were 
manufactured out of homespun and so save 
money to help students through school that 
might well have been spent on himself. 
When 744 came, he was elected, of course, 
to the General Conference and took an active 
part in those discussions of the slavery ques- 
tion that resulted in the division of the Church 
between the North and the South in ’44. In 
"48, he was a recognized leader of his denom- 
ination and a national spokesman for the cause 
of freedom and the Union, opposing the ex- 
tension of slavery and insisting that the nation 
must be one, and, as such, free from the curse 
of slavery. At this time the General Confer- 
ence met, and he was elected Editor of the 
Western Christian Advocate, serving from ’48 
to ’52. The Fugitive Slave Bill, the Settlement 
of Kansas, The Missouri Compromise, the 
leadership of Henry Clay, the rivalry of John 
C. Calhoun, the rising star of Abraham 
Lincoln, the popularity of Douglas, “The 
Little Giant” and his wobbling on the morals 
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of slavery were all showing above the hori- 
zon; and Simpson, the leader, patriot and re- 
former, made his paper count. 

The Presbyterians, through a Dr. Rice, 
were rife in their opposition to Methodist 
“freedom” and were insistent on a Calvinistic 
interpretation of Christianity with a fatalism 
that even included unborn children in the rep- 
robation of their Sovereign. Simpson took this 
up and editorially defended the position of 
Methodism that the Atonement is universal 
but conditional on each person’s acceptance 
of it by faith. He invited Randolph S. Foster, 
a young man of native culture and marvellous 
ability, to write a series on ‘‘Objections to 
Calvinism,” and this book became for two gen- 
erations a Classic among us, one of the great- 
est products of a controversial nature ever 
produced. In a discussion of the relation of 
slavery to government, a rising lawyer of 
Cincinnati by the name of Salmon P. Chase, 
wrote frequently for the Western Advocate. 
He afterward became Lincoln’s great Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. He afterward became 
the Chief Justice of the United States and 
brought honour to every position he occupied. 

As the four-year term drew to a close for 
this Editor, he was elected President of Dick- 
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inson College, Carlisle, Pa. He was selected 
as the first President of the Northwestern 
University, of Evanston, Illinois, and while 
he hesitated, Wesleyan claimed him for the 
Presidency at Middletown, Connecticut—all 
of which he declined. 

In May, 1852, the General Conference as- 
sembled in Boston. Simpson had risen to fame; 
his paper had increased in prestige and vastly 
increased its number of subscribers; he had 
won laurels as a strong thinker and able de- 
bater in the General Conferences and before 
various conventions on the great question of 
slavery, and though New England did not 
favour his candidacy for the Episcopacy be- 
cause they wanted him for Wesleyan, and a 
strong current against his election set in from 
Illinois that had wanted him for Northwest- 
ern, he was elected on the first ballot with 
Levi Scott, Osmund C. Baker and E. R. Ames. 
And now he has been Tutor in College, gradu- 
ate Physician, local preacher, Circuit Rider, 
City Pastor, College Professor, College Presi- 
dent nine years, Editor of a Church paper four 
years, and finally at the age of forty a Bishop 
in the church of God, a position, which he 
held with honour to his church and country 
for the next thirty-two years. 
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For a generation his performance of the 
duties of that office was characterized by a 


continuous, active and efficient service. He | 


held conferences in every state of the Union, 
in nearly all the territories and in many for- 
eign countries. He was elected a Delegate to 
the Irish and the British Conferences by the 
General Conference of 1856 and in ’57 he at- 
tended the Irish Conference at Cork and the 
British Conference at Liverpool. He travelled 
on that trip through Germany, Turkey, 
Greece, Egypt and the Holy Land, return- 
ing to his home in ’58 in utterly broken 
health. 

He had chosen Pittsburgh as his Episcopal 
residence, but lying at the point of death in 
this new home for nearly a year, the Church 
was agitated between hope and fear, actually 
having it reported once or twice that the 
Bishop had left us. And one of the most in- 
teresting incidents in the annals of our Church 
was the remarkable answer to prayer which 
has become a part of our tradition and our 
history. 

I think the lives of these providential men 
show many providential circumstances; and I 
once heard Bishop Bowman, when he was the 
senior Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal 
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Church, tell this very interesting incident 
concerning Bishop Simpson: 

“Tn the fall of 1858, whilst visiting Indiana, 
I was at an annual conference where Bishop 
Janes presided. We received a telegram that 
Bishop Simpson was dying. Said Bishop 
Janes: ‘Let us spend a few moments in ear- 
nest prayer for the recovery of Bishop Simp- 
son.’ We kneeled to pray. William Taylor, 
the great California street-preacher, was 
called to lead; and such a prayer I have never 
heard since. The impression seized upon me ir- 
resistibly, BISHOP SIMPSON WILL NOT DIE. I 
rose from my knees perfectly quiet. Said I: 
‘Bishop Simpson will not die.” Why do you 
think so?’ ‘Because I have had an irresistible 
impression made upon my mind during this 
prayer.’ Another said: ‘I have the same im- 
pression.’ We passed it along from bench to 
bench, until we found that a very large propor- 
tion of the conference had the same impression. 
I made a minute of the time of day, and when I 
next saw Simpson, he was attending to his daily 
labour. I inquired of the Bishop: ‘How did 
you recover from your sickness?’ He replied: 
‘I cannot tell.’ ‘What did your physician say?’ 
‘He said it was a miracle.’ I then said to the 
Bishop: ‘Give me the time and circumstances 
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under which the change occurred.’ He fixed 
upon the day, and the very hour, making al- 
lowance for the distance—a thousand miles 
away—that the preachers were engaged in 
prayer at this conference. The physician left 
his room and said to his wife: ‘It is useless to 
do anything further; the Bishop must die.’ In 
about an hour he returned, and started back, 
inquiring: ‘What have you done?’ ‘Nothing,’ 
was the reply. ‘He is recovering rapidly,’ said 
the physician; ‘a change has occurred in the 
disease within the last hour beyond anything 
I have ever seen; the crisis is past, and the 
Bishop will recover.’ And he did.” 

The doctor was puzzled; it was beyond all 
the course and probabilities of nature and all 
the laws of science. What was it that made 
those ministers so sure—what was it that made 
the patient recover at the exact hour that they 
prayed? There is only one answer: “The ever- 
living power of a Superior Spirit which rules 
the world.” God had use for him. There are 
providential men. Paul was one when he 
helped to open the Kingdom of Heaven to 
the Gentile world. Martin Luther, John Wes- 
ley; and, in our country, we say without ar- 
gument George Washington and Abraham 
Lincoln were providential men raised up for 
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the hour of our country’s need; but no more 
so than Bishop Simpson was the providential 
man of the Church. For thus: “The world is 
in every way bound by gold chains about the 
feet of God: 

In ’59, 1t was thought that a change of cli- 
mate would benefit him and to encourage the 
proposal that he come to Illinois, he was 
elected President of The Garret Biblical In- 
stitute at Evanston and retained his residence 
there for much of the period of the Civil War. 

Here at Evanston he endeared himself to 
all Methodism around ‘Chicago, helped to 
lay the foundations of the great Northwestern 
University and really gave life to the Theo- 
logical Institution. The Civil War broke out 
and no man did more to keep Chicago loyal 
and that whole group of states enthusiastic in 
furnishing men, money and leadership to the 
war work. 

He saw the Biblical Institute grow, large 
numbers came for training for the ministry, — 
and he not only took an active interest in their 
instruction but in the financing of the Theo- 
logical School by the liberality of the whole 
Church. 

He was associated with such men as Ran- 
dolph S. Foster, whe became the President of 
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Northwestern University, and Charles H. 
Fowler, a young man of rising influence in 
Chicago who was more influenced by Simp- 
son’s manner than by any other model and 
who afterward became president of this uni- 
versity, pleader for the resuscitation of Chi- 
cago after the fire, Editor of the New York 
Christian Advocate, Secretary of the Mission- 
ary Society, and in ’84 as Simpson was retir- 
ing, was elected with a notable group of lead- 
ers Bishop of the Church. 


HIS CHARACTERISTICS 


On June 18th, 1884, there was transferred 
from the Philadelphia Episcopal Residence 
to the heavenly home of just men made per- 
fect one of the saintliest Bishops, the most 
scholarly leaders, the most lovable brothers, 
the most humble Christians, the most sane and 
safe presiding officers, the most far-visioned 
reformer of our Church and country, unques- 
tionably the most eminent representative of 
Methodism yet produced, and the peerless 
orator of his century. 

Tall, stately, and when animated, impres- 
sive, his physical equipment was not equal to 
that of the group of men with whom his name 
is for ever associated—Henry Clay, whose 
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views agreed with his own, and whom he 
knew and greatly admired; Henry B. Bascom, 
the Daniel Webster of the pulpit, whose or- 
nate and superb diction still leaves his ser- 
mons, which once swept a continent, the prose 
poems of that period; and John Price Dur- 
bin, who though undersized, was a bundle of 
vital energy. The only other man worthy to be 
classed with Simpson was Henry Ward 
Beecher. 

I shall carry through life certain early mem- 
ories of two of those men, and have read the 
lives of each of the others. My father was anx- 
ious that his boy should hear all the celebrities 
as they came near. When I was eight, he took 
me to hear Beecher lecture. I can close my 
eyes and see him now. There he stands, a ma- 
jestic presence, compactly built, with a fore- 
head that was a great dome for thought and 
feeling, the long hair of the actor, whose flow- 
ing locks add grace to the picture, luminous 
eyes, an orator’s mouth, with a voice that was 
an organ of melody, every tone was music, 
every gesture perfect art, the very presence 
almost overpowering, a human dynamo, the 
personality and power of a born leader, and a 
magnetism that drew men’s thoughts and even 
affections as iron filings cling to a magnet; 
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and when one went away it was to remember 
one had seen and heard as big a human as 
God and nature had ever conspired to make. 

From Bishop Simpson one got no such im- 
pressions. He had no such presence, nor 
abounding vitality, nor robust health, nor 
powerful or musical voice, no such command- 
ing art or elocution; and if there was any 
oratory, nobody knew it, for while he was 
speaking one could not notice, much less think 
of such matters, and when it was over, one 
had something else to ponder. 

This prince of preachers started life with 
handicaps. He had neither health nor a con- 
stitution to build health upon. In his youth he 
was not prepossessing and his voice was not 
naturally a good speaker’s voice. There was no 
suggestion of the orator’s equipment. 

He came from an intellectual family and 
was himself a diligent student, precocious in 
the attainment of knowledge, a college gradu- 
ate and a full-fledged physician at twenty- 
three. He matured rapidly in scholarship, and 
whether practising medicine, tutoring in col- 
lege, instructing in four different languages 
or teaching mathematics or the natural sci- 
ences, he was equally at home and at ease. But 
men had to learn of his equipment by contact. 
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There was nothing in his assumption or 
appearance to suggest it. In early life his light 
brown, almost reddish hair came down so low 
on his forehead as to conceal his noble brow; 
and those eagle eyes, that blazed and thrilled 
every spectator later, were in repose often 
haggard and always overworked. With the 
care of all the churches upon him, he is classed 
with those whose fame rests alone upon su- 
preme oratorical efforts. Webster, Clay, Bas- 
com, Beecher, Storrs, Brooks, were superbly 
equipped. But Matthew Simpson, although 
having no such start, outclassed and tran- 
scended them all. In the Nineteenth Century 
no such effects of public speech as Simp- 
son’s were produced by any other orator in 
pulpit, platform, stump, Conference or Senate. 

I was eleven when I heard him. The Wil- 
mington Conference was to be held in Cam- 
bridge, Maryland; Bishop Simpson was to 
preside. My father and mother took me out of 
school for the week to see and hear. He was 
frail; it was only fourteen months before his 
passing. When he presided his voice did not 
fill the building. I looked on with amazement 
that that could be the greatest preacher in the 
world, the most overwhelming and powerful 
of his great century. Sunday morning came; 
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the love feast was over; the building crowded 
to suffocation. The “preliminaries,” as we 
called them then, were finished; the Bishop 
stepped forward to the desk. His step was 
timid and uncertain; his body was tired; his 
eyes looked dull and his voice was high-keyed 
and feeble; his text was announced: ‘‘This is 
the victory that overcometh the world, even 
our faith.” He defined faith and showed how 
it operates; it widens our connexions, broad- 
ens our sympathies, enlarges our vision, lifts 
our hold and brings the invisible and eternal 
within our grasp. He illustrated it. When he 
was a young preacher on a thirty-three point 
circuit, a swimming horse had to be both 
bridge and ferry to the itinerant, for he had to 
ford the rivers. When he came to his first ex- 
perience, he plunged in on horseback when 
the water was deep enough to be overhead; he 
was looking down at the increasing flood; his 
head was beginning to swim; he was swaying 
from the dizziness of the motion, about to fall, 
when a senior preacher, used to such experi- 
ences, cried out: “Lift up your eyes; look at 
that tree on the opposite side and never look 
away from it.” Then he said: ‘“The view of 
the distant tree steadied me amid the swirl of 
the present.” I can see that gesture and feel 
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that swirl, everything going round, at this 
minute! Then he told of another river we must 
all cross; if we look into the cold waters, it is 
forbidding, but with faith fixing our gaze on 
the right object, we shall be steadied through 
the journey; and, as we all came up on the 
other bank with him, he lifted his hand to- 
ward the abundant entrance and his eyes to- 
ward the Saviour’s presence and four hundred 
and fifty people followed his hand and eyes 
and were standing on their feet, reaching up 
as far as they could and when he paused, 
bowed and waved us back to our seats, there 
were just that many hundred people left won- 
dering how we ever got out and away from 
those seats and where they were now. Scenes 
like that probably occurred a thousand times 
in his public career. How do you account for 
that unique and peculiar power? 


WHAT WAS THE SECRET OF HIS POWER? 


It was not physical, for there were more ro- 
bust people present completely under his dom- 
inance; if was not intellectual altogether, for 
there were college presidents and brilliant 
scholars as well trained as he, absolutely under 
his sway; it was not altogether moral and spir- 
itual, for as good men have lived and as spir- 
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itual who never saw any startling effect from 
their ministry. While all these things fail 
alone to account for it, all taken together had 
very much to do with it. 

He had, when aroused, that Irish melody in 
his voice, that Welsh music in his soul, that 
western swing of the independent man of af- 
fairs brought up amid pioneer conditions. In 
his mental equipment he was cultured and 
scholarly, having given his major attention 
to education. He came from a clear-headed 
family noted always for common sense, and 
when he was lecturing on preaching at Yale, 
talking to the classes at Conferences, or 
preaching in the pulpit, everything he said 
had such a sensible sound that it would be ac- 
cepted at its face value if he had not been 
gifted with oratory at all. Then he had a de- 
lightful fluency, never seeming to lack the 
right word in the time and place. Besides, he 
was magnetic. 

I do not know what this is. Some people 
call it attractiveness, some magnetism, and 
some electricity. There are people who are 
positively charged with whatever it is and 
some that are negative. They may be recip- 
ients, but will have nothing to give out. Bishop 
Simpson was so full of this magnetism that, if 
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you touched him on a cold morning, you got 
an electric spark. I know a little girl who is 
so full of it that her favourite sport in the 
Winter is to run around on the plush carpet 
and touch the ear, or face, or hand of anyone 
in the room and you can hear the snap in an 
adjoining room. But Bishop Simpson was so 
full of it that he would come in from the cold, 
rub his shoes across the carpet, throw fire out 
of his fingers and light the gas. I was telling 
this story to two or three others as we were 
approaching Philadelphia; at the table of 
Bishop Simpson’s daughters one of our breth- 
ren, somewhat sceptical on the subject, after 
I had begun talking about Bishop Simpson 
and my impressions of him, was very anxious 
that I should repeat this story. I suggested 
that he tell it. The younger daughter said she 
didn’t remember anything about it, but the 
other said, “‘I have seen father do that a hun- 
dred times. And when we children would 
play around the room where he was reading 
he would put out his finger as we went by and 
give us an electric shock and we would soon 
take that as a hint to keep quiet and find other 
places to play.” We think this magnetic equip- 
ment of his was a part of that vital energy 
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that was so powerful in the pulpit and plat- 
form. 

But what a wide knowledge he had! He 
was perfectly familiar with four languages 
besides his own; he had taught mathematics 
in college; he had been exchanged to the 
major sciences; he had given historical lec- 
tures and was the author of ‘“The Cyclopedia 
of Methodism” and of “One Hundred Years 
of Methodism,” and all these things he would 
lay hold on for illustration. He could reach 
out and get them at need and no man’s ser- 
mons are enriched with more perfect and 
beautiful illustrations than his. 

‘Then he had a temperament that fitted him 
for influential oratory. He kindled easily and 
could blaze. For a long period the two great 
pulpit orators of our denomination were 
‘Bishop Simpson and Bishop Foster. They 
were associated in the same Episcopal college 
and loved each other, but how contrasted. 
Bishop Simpson was an administrator, a pro- 
gressive thinker and a diligent planner for his 
church. Foster was a dreamer, a poet, a theo- 
logian, a philosopher and a great preacher. 
But they came to their effects in different ways. 
Foster would plough into the deepest subjects 
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and hold his audience there an hour while he 
laid foundations and built superstructures of 
the clearest theological thinking, and after he 
had gathered all this material together, he 
took inspiration from the very effect of his 
own great thoughts. Simpson would interest 
his audience from the first. His emotions 
would kindle and he would hold the profound 
attention with simplicities of the Gospel beau- 
tifully stated, and finally being inspired by his 
own great emotions, it seemed that thoughts 
would come to him in troops from everywhere; 
and he would state great luminous things that 
in repose he would hardly have been able to 
conceive or to recall. 

What differentiated Matthew Simpson 
from the rest of us? He had a wonderful 
training. He did not rush into the ministry, 
but let his intellectual processes mature. He 
was a thoroughly consecrated man of God. I 
do not believe his goodness accounts for his 
pulpit power, but I am very certain he would 
have lost it if there had been a moral lapse, or 
a single act in his record which put the ques- 
tion mark upon his character. He was as trans- 
parent as the light and as pure as a shrine. He 
was a man of prayer. As one reads his journal, 
it is not a boast of attainment but a struggle 
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for goodness. There was one of the Beatitudes 
that he could implicitly claim the promise of 
—“Blessed are they that hunger and thirst 
after righteousness for they shall be filled.” I 
am certain in my own mind that the attainment 
of knowledge is more important than the pos- 
session of it and that this applies equally to 
holiness. 

I used to frighten myself into feverishness 
by quoting ‘And holiness without which no 
man shall see the Lord.” I once quoted it to my 
father and he said, ‘“‘My son, there is no such 
passage. My Bible says, ‘Follow after peace 
with all men and the holiness without which 
—following after—no one shall see the Lord.’ 
It is the following after two ideals which is 
commended here and not the insistence upon 
the profession of either.’ He then added, 
‘‘There is such a thing as holiness. It is attain- 
able in this life. We are commanded to follow 
it in a deathless pursuit, and I have noticed 
that the men who are seeking it are given 
peace and power; but the moment they are 
sure they have it, they begin to retrograde.” 

If you will read Bishop Simpson’s journal, 
you will find that he had no pride of attain- 
ment, but was always seeking for more light, 
more power, more consecration and a greater 
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measure of the spiritual fullness. I name 
prayer as one of his secrets—the habit of pray- 
ing, the love of praying and the attainment 
of the spirit of communion by praying with- 
out ceasing. 

Shall we ever see his like again? I wish I 
knew. We need a pulpit orator of that type 
going about the Church today to revive a rev- 
erence for sacred things and an interest in the 
eternal verities of our Gospel—not a sensa- 
tionalist who will announce to preach on “Ap- 
plesauce”’ to get the people there to hear 
something of ordinary character, but a man 
whose announcement to preach the Gospel 
will be its own advertisement and will throng 
the assembly place with eager listeners to the 
faith once for all delivered to the saints. If 
we need it, God is certainly able to supply his 
part of the transaction, the Holy Spirit is 
available to His ministers, the Church is better 
organized, better cultured, better financed 
than ever before. But have we one man who is 
able and willing to pay the price for such ef- 
fects as Simpson, Foster, Durbin and Bascom 
produced? They got up at four o’clock in the 
morning and read and wrote and pondered 
and prayed; they prepared carefully for great 
occasions and mastered their Biblical subjects. 


ONE MAN WHO HAD THE SPIRIT 197 


They were men much given to prayer and re- 
ligious meditation. Religious meditation is a 
lost art in this hurry-up age with its telephone, 
telegraph, automobiles, aeroplanes, air mail 
and radios. How a man would have to sys- 
tematize his time through all these jarring 
noises to get it quiet enough for the Lord to 
speak to his soul! And without constant com- 
munion of the soul with the Deity, there is no 
use of our imagining that our words—or 
thoughts, or gestures or voices—will lift a con- 
gregation into heavenly places and make them 
as conscious of the invisible world as they are 
of things visible. It was this that Bishop 
Simpson could do whenever he preached the 
Gospel, that Foster could do on occasion, but 
that so much of our preaching utterly lacks. 

When Moses came down from the moun- 
tain of Communion he ‘‘wist not that his face 
shone.” It was while Jesus was praying that he 
was transfigured before them, and his face did 
shine as the sun, and even his raiment was 
caught in a shower of radiance and became 
white as the light. At the Pentecost the disci- 
ples were clothed upon with a power from on 
high. Some such supernal power irradiated 
the personality of Bishop Simpson and made 
him mighty through God for the pulling 
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down of strongholds of Satan and uplifting in 
the saving and sanctifying power of the spirit 
world. 

Neither Simpson’s learning, presence, mag- 
netism, character, life of prayer, nor the provi- 
dential events in his life could make him the 
most powerful orator in the world. There was 
a Divine accompaniment in his messages that 
suggested his visions and experiences of the 
Triune God of Sinai, Calvary and of Pente- 
cost. That ability to lift whole audiences out 
of themselves and to give them a new view- 
point from the heavenly place was so charac- 
teristic of Simpson, that if one had to put the 
lesson of his life to the modern Church, one 
would have to go back and adopt the old- 
fashioned Methodist terms “unction” and 
“fervour.” This power attended Bishop Simp- 
son always—the power that makes men 
who are earth-bound, sensuous, engrossed in 
money-getting or hoarding, interested only in 
mundane things, suddenly become conscious 
of spiritual realities and able to see the in- 
visible. When men had heard Simpson, they 
walked away with more consciousness of God, 
of heaven, of Immortality, of the abiding 
presence of the Spirit to witness to our up- 
ward relations than they were that there is 
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work on the earth and their hands were full 
of tasks, and that this’is a sordid world in 
which we are living. 

Do we need this now? Is there any call to- 
day for such a surcharged life? Our Churches 
have machinery enough to take the world. 
They are better equipped, better organized 
and better manned than ever before. Our 
preachers are well supported, salaries have 
doubled in a single decade, parsonages are 
better and more numerous than in the past. 
Our schools have cultured leaders and lay- 
men of education, refinement and vision. We 
have money and position and influence. But 
the word “influence” is not a New Testament 
word. It only occurs once in the Bible. ‘“‘Canst 
thou bind the sweet influence of the Pleades?”’ 

But POWER is the New Testament word. 
From it we get our word Dynamite. Dunomis 
is a keyword to the ACTS of the APOSTLES. The 
disciples did not have influence enough to 
keep them out of jail! But they had power 
sufficient to shake that old prison and come 
forth with the mighty power of God. The 
first man they met cried out, “What must I 
do to be saved?” And they knew what would 
save him and his whole house. Some of our 
modern churches can vastly beat the apostles 
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keeping out of jail and out of trouble, but I 
doubt if their fellow prisoners and the jailor 
and his family would be as sure of being con- 
verted by our being thrown in there. 

Spiritual Power represents the Christian 
conception of a working force; and we sub- 
mit that our dollars, our cents, our buildings, 
our popularity, our crowds do not picture the 
state of our Church. Only our power with 
God and man can tell this story. 

Does the Spirit of God attend our ministry? 
Are our people living spirit-filled lives? Do 
our Sunday schools bring the children early 
into personal relations with Jesus Christ? Do 
our teachers get a burden for souls; and our 
Epworth League officers, are they spiritual 
leaders toward Christ and his life? 

Some things are disappointing. When we 
repealed our amusement clause it was not to 
let down the bars to worldliness, but to put 
the principles of discrimination in diversions 
upon the intelligent conscience of our people. 
It has not worked that way. Instead of ringing 
true and clear and often on the subject, our 
pulpits have been comparatively silent on the 
whole subject of worldly amusements, while 
dancing, card-playing, theatre-going, movie 
patronizing, and even Sunday recreation have 
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gone on unrebuked. Indeed, religious rebuke 
is a lost art. 

O! Will the day ever come when our 
churches will not be hospitals to be ministered 
to, but militant divisions of the Lord’s sacra- 
mental host to support the hands of the pastor 
as a I'wentieth Century prophet, while he 
leads the forces of God to victory in every 
battle for righteousness and makes his church 
a terror to evil-doers and a praise to them that 
do well? Then every pastor will be a house- 
going minister that more of our folks may be- 
come a church-going people. They will see 
and hear him on the Sabbath, with a feeling 
of personal acquaintance and not a distant 
sense of a comparative stranger in the pulpitr 
Pastoral work will tell in pulpit power and in 
the interested attendance of our people. 

We have a tendency to get mixed up in de- 
tails that neither contribute to personal or to 
pulpit power, or to the main purpose of the 
gospel ministry. But enough men of outstand- 
ing consecration to Christ’s mode of dealing 
with sinners are found to demonstrate that the 
Gospel is still the power of God unto salva- 
tion. 

We have seen a man of God move into a 
community and set up his Christian home in 
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the parsonage, set up the standard of spiritual 
leadership in his first sermon, begin to get ac- 
quainted with the young people one by one 
and take over the sense of responsibility for 
the saving of each. Soon he had a prayer list, 
then he had the names of the unconverted 
husbands of the church wives, the wives’ 
names of all converted husbands, the chil- 
dren’s names of all his church members, the 
outstanding and boastful sinners who disbe- 
lieve and scoff at sacred things, the wayward 
boys, the pleasure-loving girls. We saw him 
make a straight mark opposite each one who 
began to show an interest and to make a cross 
opposite each one saved. We have seen the 
book of this faithful shepherd of souls who 
knew his sheep by name and the crosses were 
almost an unbroken row opposite the names 
of the sheep who know their shepherd’s voice. 
It is an honour to be thus listed by a man of 
God. Next to being enrolled in the Lamb’s 
Book of Life, we would appreciate having our 
name, our son’s name, or daughter’s or friends’ 
on the prayer list of a pastor who has power 
with God and with men. They are not far 
from the Kingdom of God when thus listed. 

When we look about at the drift in public 
morals, the spiritual needs of the unsaved 


ONE MAN WHO HAD THE SPIRIT 203 


about us, the careless and thoughtless way of 
spending the Sabbath, neglecting the Church 
and loosening the ties of home life, we feel 
that nothing is so alarming as the utter absence 
of alarm from our churches; nothing is so 
terrible as that sinners have no terror. O, that 
the God of Pentecost would give to a thousand 
people here today such a baptism of the 
mighty energies of the risen Christ as to make 
them incomprehensible amazements of spir- 
itual Power. I wish I had the power to reach 
every Christian on the round earth. I would 
cry, ‘“‘Cease living on the heroism of your fa- 
thers and mothers: they only did their own 
work, not ours. Quit glorying in numbers, 
sacrificing to statistics and burning incense to 
the general minutes, glorifying forms of serv- 
ice and being satisfied with merely holding 
our own; but down on your knees and seek 
til you find the secret of the power of our 
fathers, a clean heart, an unselfish life and 
the enduement of the Pentecostal equipment 
to save lost souls and to build up believers in 
the Faith and Holiness of the Gospel, through 
the Divine Spirit’s presence and power.” Ac- 
cepting this teaching for ourselves, let us 
arise, unfurl the banner of salvation free and 
full, and a common-sense theology which is 
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glorious because it can be preached to every 
creature. Charge upon the world and take our 
sector of it in the name of God, the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
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